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SERVICES at Sandwell Hos-
pital are likely to be scaled
down next year in order to
‘sustain quality and safety’,
bosses have said.
Some patients could be forced to
travel into Birmingham for treat-
ment, with services to be shifted to
City Hospital.
Health chiefs had been planning the scale

down of Sandwell Hospital to coincide with
the opening of the new £475 million Midland
Metropolitan Hospital but its much-publicised
delay has thrown plans into crisis.
It has not yet been announced which ser-

vices will be affected but Sandwell NHS Trust
chief executive Toby Lewis told councillors the
changes would not be as extreme as originally
planned for the move to the Midland Met.
Mr Lewis has already confirmed Sandwell

General’s A&E will not close before the open-
ing of the new unit.
However, bosses have warned any difficul-

ties over staffing could make if difficult to keep
A&Es running at both Sandwell General and
Birmingham City.

Intervening
A new Sandwell Council health report said:

“Mr Lewis reported that due to the hospital
delay, some of the emergency services that
were due to move from Sandwell Hospital to
the Midland Metropolitan Hospital would likely
transfer to City Hospital for the intervening pe-
riod in 2019.”
A separate report by director of commission-

ing Jayne Dunn raised the possibility of an ur-
gent plan being drawn up if the trust suffers
problems with staffing.
It said: “We have revisited our then assump-

tions and found routes to mitigate most change
sufficient to sustain two adult A&E depart-
ments. Reviewing our workforce triggers and
conscious of our safety harms we should, unless
we suffer staffing losses we do not expect, be
able to cope.
“If expectations of consultant cover and such

change in the next four years we will not nec-
essarily be able to meet those standards as we
will have very little ‘flexibility’ in our system.
We will anyway prepare intensively for our

Urgent Care Centre model, which will be from
2020-21 staffable as a plan B.”

Report by Richard Guttridge

BAGGIES

Ex-Albion director
and E&Swriter dies

POLICE

Woman killed as
she got into car
A PENSIONER was killed after being hit by
a taxi as she was getting into her parked
car after leaving a temple in Smethwick, an
opening inquest heard.
The five-minute hearing heard that

68-year-old Surinderjit Kaur Saund had just
left the temple and was walking towards
the driver’s side of her vehicle in Waterloo
Road, close to the junction with Sycamore
Road, on October 3 shortly before 10pm.
Zafar Siddique, senior coroner, said: “A

white Toyota taxi and a black Mercedes
were travelling towards her. It appears the
Mercedes tried to overtake the other vehi-
cle.” He said a collision then sent the car
veering into her path and the Mercedes
stopped before being driven off.
Mrs Saund, of Heath Street, Winson

Green, was pronounced dead at the scene.
The medical cause of death was listed

as fatal head injury due to a road traffic col-
lision. Mr Siddique adjourned the hearing
for a pre-inquest review to take place on
December 3.
Mr Siddique added: “Due to the on-go-

ing police investigation I adjourn the hear-
ing to let the them make further enquiries.”

Stagestruck – 12-year-old Kieran Edwards, of Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy in Tividale, seen with his mother Beverley

EASY AS ABC FOR YOUNG KIERON IN JACKSON ROLE

A STUDENT from Sandwell is starring in a
hit West End show as it embarks on a UK-
wide tour. Kieran Edwards, a Year 8 student
at the Ormiston Sandwell Community Acad-
emy in Tividale, stars as legendary pop star
Michael Jackson in Motown: The Musical.
Twelve-year-old Kieran, from Tividale,

will bring the young Michael Jackson and
his early pop career to life in the hit show, as
it tours the UK visiting 11 cities – currently
performing at Birmingham’s New Alexandra
Theatre.
The musical follows the career of Berry

Gordy and the creation of his musical empire,
Motown Records.
Kicking off in 1983, on the evening of the

25th anniversary celebration of Motown, the
story looks back on Gordy’s career and his
dreams to bring a divided country together
with music.
Based on his autobiography, To Be Loved:

The Music, The Magic, The Memories – the
show charts Gordy’s signing of some of the
most ground-breaking American artists in-
cluding Diana Ross and the Supremes, Stevie
Wonder, Marvin Gaye, the Temptations, as

well as Michael Jackson and the Jackson 5.
Kieran said: “I was so excited to find

out that I had been selected for the part, I
couldn’t really believe it when I found out.
Everyone at school has been really supportive
and excited for me.”
Marie McMahon, executive principal at

Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy,
added: “We are delighted to have a star like
Kieran as one of our students. I am sure he
will excel in the role.”
The show runs in Birmingham until No-

vember 3.

Treyden’s tribute
to Nanny Penny

PAGE 14

SCALE-DOWN SET
TO HIT PATIENTS

FORMER West Bromwich Albion director
and head of ITV Sport Jeff Farmer has
died aged 79. Born in West Bromwich, Mr
Farmer was a non-executive director and

Services could be shifted as work on Met progresses

INSIDE

Sandwell
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PR consultant for the
Baggies for seven
years. He left the
club in 2011, a week
after Roberto Di Mat-
teo was sacked as
head coach.
He was also a

former Express &
Star journalist, and
reported extensively
on the Baggies in the 1960s and 70s. He
had been battling cancer for the past two
years.
Albion’s all-time record scorer Tony

Brown paid tribute: “He was a lovely chap
and always good to have around. He’ll be
sadly missed.”

Jeff Farmer



☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(((iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg fififirrreee)))
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VIRTUAL
TOUR NOW ON

WEBSITE

9am-2pm
WEDNESBURY

MARKET
NEXT TO TOWN

SQUARE,
off Union Street

Wednesbury

£5.10 per pitch

Traders
from 8am

Contact Market Manager
0121 553 3074

THIS SATURDAY
20TH OCTOBER

(AND EVERY SATURDAY)

N
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BLINDS
SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk

NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE

BEST DEAL!
3 child safe

verticals

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE
MEASURE & FITTING

HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE

RESTRICTIONS

0800 0214266

contact your local advisor
to see our fabric range &

other available deals

CALL
FREE

one per household offer
£98

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! STOCKIST OF ENERGAS PRODUCTS
DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE

• SLABS
• FENCING
• SHEDS
• TURF

• F/E PANELS
• SAND & CEMENT
• TIMBER
• GAS BOTTLES

• GATES MADE
TO MEASURE

• SAND AND
CEMENT

Suppliers
to trade
& public

ANY
LIKE-FOR-

LIKE QUOTE
BEATEN!

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFERS

13kg Butane
19kg Propane
47kg Propane

T&G
SHED

6X4
£195

(other sizes made to order)

Heavy Duty Lap Panels
6X6 £15.50
6X5 £14.95
6X4 £13.95
6X3 £12.95

8ft Concrete Posts £8.50

HEATER
PACK

£75.95

Feather Edge Garden Panels
6X6 £19.95
6X5 £18.95
6X4 £17.95
6X3 £15.95

Gravel Boards £7.50

0121 456 3555 • 07930 396620
194-196 Springhill Hockley, Birmingham B18 7BS
najranfencing@gmail.com www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk

SHEDS AND FENCING DEPOT
SPRINGHILL
NAJRAN BUILDING & FENCING

SPECIAL OFFER PRICES COLLECTION BASIS

Gas Bottles
Domestic & Industrial
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A BEARWOOD care home for peo-
ple with dementia has enjoyed a 
makeover thanks to the generosity 
of council staff and local contrac-
tors and suppliers. Fountain Court, 
in Millpool Way, provides residen-
tial care for 16 residents.

Volunteers from Sandwell Coun-
cil’s repairs and maintenance team 
along with two of their contractors 
– Dodd Group, and Graham, dec-
orated community lounge rooms, 
fitted new lighting to the garden 
room, improved ventilation in the 

laundry and installed extra lighting 
to improve security at the home.

Walkways in the home’s garden 
area were also improved thanks to 
Stourbridge Paving Company Ltd.

Also joining in with the facelift 
were Johnstone Paints which do-
nated 80 litres of paint; City Elec-
trical Factors (Sutton Coldfield) 
which donated electrical materials 
and Cubic FM Ltd which donated 
64 work hours. Sharon Billinge, 
manager at Fountain Court, said: 
“We’re so grateful to everyone 

involved for their contribution 
whether it was supplying materi-
als and equipment or their time 
and professional expertise. The im-
provements are very much appreci-
ated and will enhance the comfort 
and enjoyment of our residents.”

Deputy leader Councillor Syeda 
Khatun, said: “The facelift at 
Fountain Court was part of a pro-
gramme of activities which saw 
council staff and volunteers doing 
some important and worthwhile 
work in the community.”

Manager Sharon Billinge with volunteers who helped with the makeover at Fountain Court

500 officers could go 
over £20m pensions bill
WEST Midlands Police could be 
forced to shed nearly 500 of-
ficers after it was hit with a pen-
sions bill of more than £20 mil-
lion by the Treasury.

The stark warning comes from Chief 
Constable Dave Thompson, who says 
an ‘utterly extraordinary’ increase in 
force pensions contributions ordered 
by the Government could lead to a 
drastic reduction in officer numbers.

Mr Thompson has called for an emer-
gency budget to address the proposal, 
which he says will cost the force £8.6m next 
year and a further £14m the year after.

He has accused ministers of ‘getting 
their maths wrong’ and warned that the 
changes would have ‘a significant impact’ 
on the level of policing across the region.

It comes as West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamieson re-
vealed that cuts to the force had now hit 
£175m since 2010.

Addressing the pensions changes at the 
PCC’s strategic board meeting, Mr Thomp-
son said: “This is utterly extraordinary. I 
don’t think I have ever seen anything 
dropped on us at such short notice.

“In relation to police officers there is a 
significant impact. There is a reduction of 
approaching 500 officers. 

“Clearly our intention is not to do that, 
but let’s be realistic, that is a huge amount 
of money we are talking about.”

He added that police chiefs contacted 
the Treasury to raise ‘serious concerns’ 
two weeks ago, but said that in terms of a 
response ‘the silence had been deafening’.

“It is quite simply unreasonable what 
has been proposed,” he said.

“The cost of police pensions are dropping 
because of the changes made. We are being 
charged more for a pension scheme that is 
costing less. 

Mr Thompson said there was a ‘neces-
sity’ for an emergency budget in October 
or November ‘to plan for a worst-case sce-
nario’. 

Moves to
calm fears
over new
bin service
A COUNCIL press officer has been 
drafted in to help keep people informed 
after the controversial switch to fort-
nightly bin collections.

Wolverhampton Council’s official will 
answer residents’ inquiries after the 
waste management service changes. The 
new recruit, whose salary has not been 
disclosed, is set to help calm fears over 
the fortnightly pick-ups.

Ross Cook, director of city environ-
ment, said: “The council has recently 
taken its waste and recycling service 
back in-house from a private-sector 
partner. The private-sector partner 
employed a communications officer and 
we have mirrored that arrangement on 
a temporary basis to assist us with the 
huge undertaking of informing our res-
idents about the bin service changes.” 

The first set of information packs 
informing residents about the changes 
were sent to some homes last week. The 
switch from weekly collections will be 
rolled-out in phases from Monday – in-
itially affecting properties in Fallings 
Park, Heath Town, Wednesfield North 
and parts of Wednesfield South, Bush-
bury South and Low Hill.

All houses – excluding flats and apart-
ments – will have fortnightly collections 
by Christmas. 

JLS star in court
over rape claim
FORMER JLS singer Oritse Williams 
has appeared in court following the al-
leged rape of a fan in a Wolverhampton 
hotel.

The 31-year-old, who shot to fame 
with the group on The X Factor in 2008, 
was escorted out of a private side door by 
security staff after being granted bail at 
Walsall Magistrates’ Court.

Williams, of Upper Shirley Road, 
Croydon, south London, allegedly as-
saulted the woman in a hotel room after 
a Gorgeous Nightclub gig in December 
2016.

Co-defendant Jamien Nagadhana, 
also 31, from Hounslow, London, was 
bailed after appearing at the hearing in 
connection with the incident.

Both men, who spoke only to confirm 
their details, are due before Wolver-
hampton Crown Court on November 8.

Move to crack down on
remote access car theft
A CAMPAIGN aimed at reducing car 
thefts involving the remote access of 
car entry fobs has been launched in 
Sandwell.

Hundreds of Faraday cases – which 
stop vehicle remote fob signals from 
being read – will be available for resi-
dents during the Safer 6 initiative.

Makeover boost for care home
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

www.yourchronicle.com
Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

SANDWELL Children’s Trust foster 
carers are making their annual cele-
bration of their work, at West Brom-
wich Albion football ground a ‘single 
use plastics free’ event.

The celebration lunch at the Haw-
thorns with local community lead-
ers taking place today, Thursday, is 
thought to be the first of its kind.

The Right Honourable Jacqui 
Smith, Chair of Sandwell Children’s 
Trust said: “The day is all about say-
ing ‘thank-you’ to our foster carers 
who do such a vital job for Sandwell. 
Not just the Trust, but everyone in 

Sandwell owes them a debt of grat-
itude. By making today a single use 
plastics free event also shows some-
thing about the Trust. We want to 
take the wider view, do the right 
thing and encourage everyone we 
work with that we all need to do ‘our 
bit’ to create the best environment for 
our children to grow and flourish.”

The annual celebration is the first 
since Sandwell Children’s Trust was 
launched in April and it’s the biggest 
event ever held for Sandwell foster 
carers, with community leaders and 
service providers also invited.

Frances Craven, Chief Executive 
Officer of Sandwell Children’s Trust 
added: “We know that our foster car-
ers are dedicated to their work, caring 
for a child 24/7 is a big commitment. 
What people don’t always realise 
is that there may be a foster carer 
in your street or at your work – all 
over Sandwell and beyond, people are 
doing amazing things, caring for chil-
dren, nurturing and supporting them 
to be the best that they can.

“We’re very proud of our fos-
ter carers and today we all want 
to say ‘thank-you for fostering for 

Sandwell’. But that’s not the whole 
story’ added Frances, ‘as brilliant as 
our foster carers are – and we have 
some people here today who have 
given a home to hundreds of children 
– we are also facing a growing need to 
find more good people to step forward 
and foster. So if you want to make a 
real difference, a life changing differ-
ence, come and join us!”

To contact Sandwell Children’s 
Trust about becoming a foster carer 
you can call 0800 359 0899 or visit the 
website www.sandwellchildrenstrust.
org

Fostering single-use plastic at event

Sandwell
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The Home Improvement Specialist

K I T C H E N S | B A T H R O O M S | B E D R O O M S

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross,
West Bromwich, B71 3JS

Telephone: 0121 588 5737

OPENING TIMES:
Mon-Fri 10am -4pm
Saturday 10am-2pm
Closed Wed and Sun

Other Times By Appointment

www.idealhomecare.co.uk

10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM

Th H I t S i li t

1 Family business established over 28 years
2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations
3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design

to your requirements
4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles,

sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we
are here to help and advise what is right for you

5 We project manage from start to finish

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project,
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering
and even decorating

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project
8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi)
9 NICEIC Registered electricians

Quality products at realistic prices10

ADVANCEWINDOW
systems Ltd

Est 1997

Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699
Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP/ awsltd@yahoo.com

5 WINDOWS FOR £875
FULLY GLAZED 2ft x 5ft

£98
3ft x 5ft
£121

4ft x 5ft
£141

4ft x 5ft
£174

3ft x 6ft
£141

WHAT YOU
SEE IS WHAT

YOU PAY
No hidden
charges

REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS WILL NOT COST THE EARTH...

CHOICE OF ANY 10
DIFFERENT STYLE DOORS

FROM ONLY

£275

Black Country heroes bid
for Invictus Games gold

A TRIO of Black Country he-
roes are taking on their next 
challenge – on the other side 
of the world.

Injured servicemen David Wat-
son from Halesowen, Karl Hinett, 
from Dudley, and Clive Smith 
from Walsall are representing 
team UK at this year’s Invictus 
Games in Australia. 

The Black Country contingent make 
up the 72 wounded men and women 
taking on the challenge, aiming to 
bring home the medals when the 
games begin in Sydney on October 20. 

David Watson, aged 32, is originally 
from Preston and now lives in Hale-

sowen. He joined the Army in 2008, 
serving in the Scots Guards. 

He was injured on a routine foot pa-
trol in Afghanistan in 2010 when he 
stepped on a hidden IED. He lost both 
of his legs and most of his right arm 
and was medically discharged from 
the Army in 2014. 

Gold
Now, the father-of-three is return-

ing to the Invictus Games stage as a 
champion in his second showing in the 
competition. The professional shot-
put and discus thrower won a bronze 
and gold respectively in the two sports 
at last year’s games in Toronto. 

He said: “I’m putting my discus title 

on the line this year and the aim is to 
come home with two gold medals, but 
we’ll see what happens on the day.”

Karl Hinett, who hails from Tipton 
and now lives in Dudley, is competing 
in his first Invictus Games and will be 
aiming for gold in the 1,500 metres 
race. The 31-year-old joined the Army 
as a private in the Staffordshire Reg-
iment in 2004, aged 17. By 2005 he 
was deployed to Basra, Iraq, and five 
months into his service he was badly 
injured after a riot. 

The Warrior Tank the teenager was 
travelling in was petrol-bombed and 
he suffered severe burns. 

He had 37 per cent third-degree 
burns to his face, hands, arms, stom-

ach and legs. Despite his injuries, the 
father-of-one is now looking forward 
to a new challenge. 

He said: “It’s really exciting but 
nerve wracking. I’ve ran a lot of races 
but never really competing against 
people, mainly just competing against 
myself.”

Veteran Army lance corporal Clive 
Smith from Walsall is taking on his 
third games in wheelchair rugby. 

The former Cannock Chase High 
School student lost both of his legs 
in Afghanistan when a bomb he was 
attempting to defuse blew up in 2010.

The 33-year-old said: “I would be 
lying if I said we’re looking for any-
thing other than a gold medal.” 

Leaf-busters to keep trains moving
SPECIALIST trains will be helping 
keep passengers moving on the Cross 
City line this autumn.

Network Rail and West Midlands 
Railway have also drawn up a revised 
autumn timetable designed to reduce 
disruption in and out of Birming-
ham New Street during morning and 
evening rush hours.

The four specialist trains, known 
as leaf-busters, are blasting leaves off 
the line using high-pressured water 
jets as part of the annual effort to 
tackle the widely mocked problem 
of leaves on the line. The jets are so 

powerful that if they sprayed one spot 
on the track continuously, the water 
would cut straight through the rail.

On the Cross City line alone, nearly 
a million litres of water will be used to 
remove leaves from the tracks. 

The treatment trains can also apply 
a gel which increases trains’ grip on 
the tracks in key areas. Sand is also 
carried on many passenger trains and 
released in front of the wheels.

The leaf-buster trains will cover 
more than 6,000 miles en route 
between Lichfield, Redditch and 
Bromsgrove, via Birmingham New 

Street, during the 10-week treatment 
period. Martin Colmey, current op-
erations manager for Network Rail’s 
London North Western route, said: 
“Leaves on the line is no joke. 

“If we didn’t work to remove 
them, their impact on train passen-
gers wouldn’t be funny either. They 
have the same impact on the railway 
as black ice does on roads, making it 
impossible to drive a train normally.”

The autumn timetable will operate 
until December 7. 

A normal timetable will operate 
from 8pm weekdays and at weekends.One of the special leaf-buster trains

Website call 
to landlords
for homes
of quality
PRIVATE landlords who rent out 
good-quality homes in Sandwell are 
being urged to sign up to a new web-
site where they can promote their 
properties free of charge.

The aim of the new www.rentwel-
linsandwell.co.uk site is to link people 
looking for a private property in touch 
with trusted landlords with properties 
available. Each property listed on the 
site will be star-rated, confirming it 
meets the council’s housing stand-
ards including having the relevant gas 
safety and other checks.

Accredited landlords will be able to 
list and manage their own property 
listings on the site free of charge. 
Only properties that reach the mini-
mum three-star quality standard will 
be permitted to be advertised.

Tenants will be able to use the site 
to search for properties available to 
rent in Sandwell’s six towns, as well 
as creating search terms and alerts for 
suitable properties.

The site also includes advice about 
renting a property from a private 
landlord, housing benefit advice and 
other useful information for tenants.

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, 
Sandwell’s cabinet member for hous-
ing, said: “The website is aimed at 
encouraging and supporting good 
landlords and putting tenants looking 
for a property in touch with people 
renting out decent accommodation.

“The site will require landlords to 
provide valid gas safety certificates 
and other checks before a property 
can be advertised. The benefit for ten-
ants will be that they are dealing with 
a trusted landlord.”

£1,700 shared
out for projects
A TOTAL of £1,700 has been shared 
across three projects in the region.

The latest payout from Central 
England Co-operative Community 
Dividend Fund has been given to 
Better Understanding of Dementia 
for Sandwell (Buds), Court Oak Road 
Allotments in Quinton and Boldmere 
Falcons Football Club in Sutton Cold-
field.

A wide range of groups were handed 
grants, with a total of £42,000 given 
out to 36 good causes across 16 coun-
ties. A total of £500 has been given 
to Buds to support people, £550 for 
the allotments, for a brand new shed 
and £650 for a brand new kit for the 
youngsters at the football club.

Alison Pugh, director of Buds, said: 
“We will use the grant to fund a va-
riety of refreshments for clients who 
attend our groups.”

Grants of between £100 and £5,000 
are handed out every three months to 
a wide range of applicants.

Appeal after child
kidnap bid claim

Florists bloom to
win recognition

POLICE are appealing for informa-
tion after it was claimed a man at-
tempted to force a 12-year-old girl 
into a car in Smethwick.

Officers received a report of an 
Asian man approaching the girl in 
Halfords Lane, between 7am and 
7.30am on September 10.

A 26-year-old man was arrested on 
suspicion of abduction but later re-
leased on police bail. Police want to 
trace a Seat Leon car in an attempt to 
try and find witnesses. 

Call police on 101 with any infor-
mation.

Academic’s book
honoured by BMA

Roadshow on safe 
living due in town

AN academic who penned a book 
about pain has been honoured with 
an accolade. Professor Elaine Den-
ny is celebrating after she scooped a 
Medical Book award from the British 
Medical Association.

The Birmingham City University 
academic won in the health and social 
care category for Pain: A Sociological 
Introduction. The former professor of 
health sociology said: “For the BMA 
to recognise a sociologist in this way is 
an honour, and shows that the medi-
cal profession is acknowledging differ-
ent ways of viewing pain.”

SANDWELL’S Safer 6 campaign 
team will be holding an information 
roadshow in West Bromwich town 
centre on Monday.

The team will be outside Pound-
land, Queen’s Square, from 10am-
12noon, offering a wide range of 
advice on safety, crime prevention and 
healthy living. Check out what’s hap-
pening next week and across Sandwell 
throughout the campaign at www.
sandwell.gov.uk/safer6

A TEAM of West Midlands florists 
with a passion for supporting the 
community have won an award for 
their efforts.

Great Barr Florist in Walsall Road 
took the community advocate of the 
Year prize at Central England Co-op-
erative’s Leading Brilliance Awards.

The team were handed the award 
at the Hyatt Hotel in Birmingham.for 
being involved in a range of different 
projects to support the community, 
including supporting charities linked 
to helping people with dementia, 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, 
Newlife, Team Cat Rescue, Salvation 
Army and the Royal British Legion.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Tipton’s Karl Hinett, running 1500m David Watson, seen last year, winning discus goldClive Smith returns for a third time to play wheelchair rugby
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www.furnitureclinic.co.uk
irmingham nit  loom el  ark

loom el  oa  i ton   
el         

mail  birmingham@furnitureclinic.co.uk

FurnitureClinic
Leather Care & 

Repair Specialists
Professional cleaning, repair & restoration service

for all items of leather, fabric and wood.
Leather Cleaning | Leather e air  | Colour e toration |

French oli hing| e hol ter  | Foam e air  | Stitch e air

Furniture | Car nterior  | Contract Seating
Items can be repaired on site or larger jobs can be taken

back to our workshop. We cover the West Midlands including
Birmingham, Dudley, Wolverhampton, Worcester and Walsall,
offering excellent service to our business and domestic clients.

1-2 Lightwoods Road, Bearwood 
Birmingham, B67 5AY

Terms and conditions - offer does not include any tooth extractions or pain relief. Offer valid OCT 1st - Dec 31st 2018.
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BOOKNOW!

BEARWOOD VETERINARY
CLINIC

Supercali-fragilisticexpi-

halitosis?
Badbreath could be a sign of 
dental disease
Autumn dental offer!*
Scale & Polish
Dogs 10kg and under £100.00
10kg and over £149.00
Cats £100.00

bearwoodvets.co.uk

DOZENS of ducks and geese are 
dropping dead in a ‘hazardous’ lake in 
Smethwick.

Canada geese, mallard ducks, a heron and 
a coot have all been found dead in the lake at 
Victoria Park over the last few months.

It is not yet known what may have caused the 
bird’s deaths, but they have been sent off for test-
ing at Natural England.

It has prompted a call from RSPCA officers to 
ask the public not to put ‘leftover’ food for the 
wildlife in and around the lake, which has started 
to rot and is adding to the rubbish already around 
the lake.

Resident Ian Carroll said: “A couple of weeks 
ago I contacted the RSPCA after seeing more dead 
birds at the lake. On October 8 I called them again 
reporting the same.

“Sandwell Council has done nothing in the last 
four months to remedy the situation. The lake is 
a disgrace and covered in litter. The RSPCA has 
been out at least three times in the last fortnight 
to this park of death.”

Rescued
RSPCA Inspector Boris Lasserre said: “In July 

we rescued 12 water birds and found, sadly, nu-
merous other dead birds at the location.

“On September 27, a duck and a Canada goose 
were also rescued, but were in such a poor condi-
tion that they had to be put to sleep to end their 
suffering. Three dead Canada geese, six dead mal-
lard ducks and a dead heron were removed from 
the water and the island.

“On October 8, the RSPCA rescued a further 
duck. A dead swan, a dead Canada goose and three 

Ducks dropping dead
in ‘hazardous’ lake

Minyi’s memorable stay at top hotel
A STUDENT from the Black Country 
has secured a hospitality placement at 
a hotel in London.

Minyi Hu, aged 21, from Walsall, was 
hand-picked for the two-day placement 
at Chesterfield Mayfair Hotel as part 
of her hotel management degree at 
the University of Essex’s Edge Hotel 
School.

Minyi said: “It was an incredible ex-
perience.

“Not many people get the chance to 
work at such a prestigious hotel and it 
is something I will never forget. 

“I was given the opportunity to try 
my hand at a bit of everything, from 
working in reception and general 
housekeeping, through to helping en-
sure guests had a memorable stay.

“Everyone was very welcoming and I 
immediately felt part of the team. 

“Working with some of the top pro-

fessionals in the industry has given me 
a unique insight into what goes in to 
running a successful hotel.”

The youngster, who said she loved 
her time at the four-star hotel, added: 
“I learned so much during my time 
there. 

“I’m really grateful to The Chester-
field Mayfair for the memorable expe-
rience, which will be invaluable as I 
develop in my hospitality career.”

Some of the rotting rubbish found floating in Victoria Park’s lake at Smethwick

Report by Dayna Farrington

dead mallard ducks were also removed from the 
lake.

“On Wednesday October 10, RSPCA officers res-
cued a Canada goose. However a further four dead 
mallards, two dead Canada geese and a dead coot, 
have been retrieved from the water and handed to 
Natural England for testing.

“It is hoped these tests will establish the cause 
of the problem and this sad situation can then be 
addressed.”

Mr Lasserre added: “It is a great shame that 
this lake has become a place so hazardous to the 

wildlife and the RSPCA hope that with a co-ordi-
nated multi-agency response in place, this will be 
resolved without delay.

“This lake should once again become a haven for 
the local wildlife and a place for local people and 
schools to come and enjoy, observe and learn about 
wildlife. It is a valuable natural asset to the local 
community.

“In the meantime I would kindly urge the public 
to refrain putting ‘leftovers’ out for the wildlife to 
eat. This food ends up rotting and is not helping 
the water.” 

Councillor Bill Gavan, Sandwell Council’s cabi-
net member for leisure, said: “We are very sad to 
see that birds are dying at the pool and we are in-
vestigating the most recent spate of deaths.

“We are working closely with the friends group, 
DEFRA and the RSPCA and Natural England to 
deal with issues at the pool as quickly as possible. 
Our engineers are working to fix the collapsed 
drain and we are shortly to tender for oxygenating 
equipment for a number of our pools.”

Anyone who sees birds in distress at the park, 
can call the RSPCA on 0300 1234999.

Scheme is 
key to take
first step
onto ladder
ASPIRING homeowners in Walsall 
are being given a helping hand onto 
the property ladder after moving into 
whg’s first rent to buy properties.

Customers picked up the keys to 
their new homes at The Cinnamons 
in Teddesley Street on October 5.

The properties are some of Midland 
landlord whg’s first properties offered 
under the national rent to buy initi-
ative. Under the scheme, customers, 
who cannot afford a deposit for a 
house, have the chance to buy their 
homes once they have lived there for 
at least five years.

Customer Trisha Stych, aged 24, 
is delighted with her new two-bed 
home. She said: “Without this scheme 
I don’t think I would be able to afford 
my own home as rents are so high I 
wouldn’t be able to save for a deposit.

“The house is perfect and they have 
thought of everything.”

Gary Brookes, Director of Housing, 
said: “For many people, saving for 
a deposit on a new home could take 
years, or is something that is simply 
not possible due to other financial 
pressures.

“The Rent to Buy scheme gives peo-
ple an affordable way onto the prop-
erty ladder, allowing them to move 
into their dream home and pay a re-
duced rent. This means they can save 
for a cash deposit so they can apply to 
buy their home later.

“This new development forms part 
of our plans to build 1,400 new homes 
across the region in the next four 
years.” 

The 33-home development at the 
Cinnamons, which also includes 
rented accommodation, has been 
part-funded by the Homes and Com-
munities Agency (HCA) and is being 
delivered by partnership homes devel-
oper Lovell.

Knife-threat raid
at betting shop
POLICE want to speak to this man af-
ter a betting shop worker was threat-
ened with a knife during a robbery in 
Brownhills.

Flood warning 
alerts – by text

Midlands behind
for future skills

PEOPLE may receive a text message 
letting them know about flood warn-
ings. 

More than 350,000 people across 
England, including the West Mid-
lands, will be registered to the service 
from the Environment Agency.

The agency will send texts to people 
on the Three mobile network who live 
in areas at high risk of flooding to let 
them know they have been automati-
cally registered for the warnings.

A spokesperson the Environment 
Agency said: “Being registered for 
flood warnings can give people ad-
vance notice of flooding and some cru-
cial time to prepare.”

Helping music 
career take off

Housing shortage 
‘forcing up prices’

REGIONAL airline flybmi has teamed 
up with the Royal Birmingham Con-
servatoire to give students the chance 
to compose a piece of music for the 
on-board entertainment systems on 
its aircraft.

All current music students at the 
Birmingham City University conserv-
atoire are eligible to enter and will be 
required to compose a three-minute 
piece that can be instrumental, con-
tain vocals or a combination of the 
two.

HOUSE prices are still rising across 
the West Midlands, as a lack of new 
properties on the market forces 
househunters to pay more.

Prices are growing faster in the 
West Midlands than anywhere else in 
the country. The latest survey of char-
tered surveyors in the region found 
them in gloomy mood, as the shortage 
of homes on the market also means 
the number of sales is falling.

PEOPLE in the Midlands and the 
north are falling behind on skills 
they need to cope with changes in the 
workplace, according to a report.

Research by Centre for Cities 
showed “stark discrepancies” in skills 
across the country. 

Andrew Carter, chief executive, said 
more flexibility was needed over edu-
cation funding and a focus should also 
be put on adult learning.

Mr Carter said: “Automation and 
globalisation are transforming the 
world of work but too many people 
across the country aren’t gaining the 
skills they need to thrive. Urgent and 
concerted action is needed.”

COUNTY NEWS

Minyi seen at the hotel entrance

The CCTV image

A worker at 
Paddy Power in 
High Street was 
forced to hand 
over an amount 
of cash on Sep-
tember 10.

Fortunately no-
body was injured 
during the rob-
bery, but officers 
have released this new CCTV image 
to try and trace the man pictured.

If you know who he is, call 101.
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Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10.00am-6.00pm
www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk

Be Inspirriredded...
with...

Showroom: 404-406
Bearwood Road, Bearwood

B66 4EX

Tel: 0121 429 3186

FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery

Concept

BLINDS

Also available
• Romans • Pleated
• Conservatory Roof Blinds
• Wood Venetians
• Venetian Blinds
• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows

FREEPHONE
0800 5875279
Open Seven Days a Week
0121 429 3169

UP TO

50% OFF
ALL BLINDS

FREE
Fitting on
all blinds

Vertical & Roller Blinds
New season fabrics now available

Child Safety
Features Fitted
Free of Charge

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

Nursery Of The Year 2016
We cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 

Contact us: T: 0121 565 8879  
@: gngnursery@sycc.biz  W: www.gngnursery.com

Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point, Trinity Street, Smethwick. B67 7AA
Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm

What we offer:
• Newly Refurbished Nursery offering brand new

indoor and outdoor facilities
• High Quality Childcare through a stimulating

Educational Curriculum taught by qualifi ed and
experienced staff. We give children a free choice
of play and learning activities to enhance their
development.

• Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals
throughout the day from suggestions off parents

Achievements & Awards:
•  Day Nursery of the Year 2016- by Sandwell MBC
•  Community Excellance Award 2015- by BCABA

•  Business Development 2014 Award - by Nursery World
•  Day Nursery 2014 Award - by Sandwell MBC

•  Outstanding - by Ofsted

ONE of the last remnants of the 
former Goodyear tyre plant in 
Wolverhampton is set to go up for 
auction next Wednesday.

The old pump house which 
served the once-huge factory site 
goes under the hammer in SDL 
Auctions Bigwood’s October auc-
tion at Villa Park. It features in 

a 153-lot catalogue which is the 
largest SDL Auctions Bigwood 
has ever offered for an October 
auction.

The Old Pump House is in 
Wood Lane and backs on to the 
railway line, with railway cottages 
next door. Ron Darlington, senior 
valuer at SDL Auctions Bigwood, 

said: “It is three years since Good-
year closed the Wolverhampton 
factory and the decision to offer 
the Old Pump House at auction 
represents the final tying up of 
loose ends.”

It has a guide price in excess of 
£225,000 and is up for sale with 
vacant possession.

Goodyear’s Old Pump House is coming up for auction at Bigwood’s event due at Villa Park

Tyred pump house up for auction

Brum ranked safest city 
despite increased crime
BIRMINGHAM has been ranked the 
‘safest place to live’ in the UK – de-
spite reports of increased crime 
across the city and a string of re-
cent violent crimes.

The survey by insurance comparison com-
pany Compare the Market has come as a shock 
after an Office for National Statistics study 
showed the area covered by West Midlands 
Police was fourth highest for the number of re-
corded crime across England and Wales.

But despite the rise in crime, a study into the 
safest places to live in the UK has seen the city 
come out on top, with 87 crimes reported per 
100,000 population and with an average ambu-
lance response time of 3.12 minutes, according 
to the survey.

The city has seen its fair share of violent 
crime over the past few months with a gang of 
around 40 youths involved in a triple stabbing 
in the Dale End area of the city and a more 
recent carjacking in Selly Oak, which left one 
man in critical condition.

Stats for 2018 from the ONS also showed 
that the West Midlands had the third highest 
homicide rate, only below Greater Manchester 
and London Metropolitan Police forces.

A Compare the Market spokeswoman said: 
“Whether you are raising a family or living 
alone, safety and security are a vital feature of 
any property.

“You want to know you won’t be robbed, 
struck by lightning or have your house col-
lapse, and in the case of a crisis, that help will 
reach you quickly.

“With that in mind, Compare the Market 
conducted a study of the 30 largest cities in the 
UK to identify the lowest risk places to live, 
so that you can put your mind at ease when 
moving.

“Featuring analysis of local crime, property 
age and ground movement, A&E response 
times, as well as doctors per person in the local 
area, and the frequency of thunderstorms in 
that area, it’s a comprehensive insight into the 
safety of the UK.”

The Compare the Market survey also consid-
ered factors including crime, property damage, 
local medical services and weather.

Tunisia attack families to sue TUI
FAMILIES of the Tunisia terror at-
tack victims are suing travel agent 
TUI after launching legal action.

Thirty British tourists were mur-
dered in the attack – including three 
members of the same Black Country 
family.

Legal firm Irwin Mitchell has 
served formal court papers against 
TUI on behalf of the families of 22 of 
the victims.

The case centres on security at the 
Imperial Marhaba Hotel in Sousse 
and an alleged lack of travel safety 
information presented to customers.

At the conclusion of the six-week 
inquest into the deaths last year, cor-
oner Judge Nicholas Loraine-Smith 
did reject suggestions ‘neglect’ by 
travel companies played any part in 
the deaths.

But the inquest – which ruled the 
victims were unlawfully killed – re-
vealed how security guards employed 
at the hotel were poorly trained and 
there was limited CCTV coverage. 
Following the hearing, Suzy Evans, 
from Wednesbury, said she planned 
to launch civil action against TUI.

Her 19-year-old son Joel, brother 

Adrian Evans, from Bilston, and fa-
ther Patrick Evans, were among the 
victims. Her youngest son Owen, then 
16, survived the attack in June 2015.

Kylie Hutchison, a specialist inter-
national personal injury lawyer at 
Irwin Mitchell, said: “We have now 
served formal civil proceedings on 
TUI claiming damages.”

A TUI spokesman said: “As this is 
now subject to legal proceedings it 
would be inappropriate to comment 
further at this stage except to say we 
will fully cooperate with the judicial 
process.”Charles Evans, Joel Richards, Adrian Evans 

Outdated
office block
demolition
under way
THE demolition of a tired and out-of-
date Sandwell office block is now well 
underway.

Sandwell Council is knocking down 
the former Shaftesbury House, in 
West Bromwich High Street. The 
building is now covered in scaffolding 
– with some of the ground floor areas 
and garages behind the block already 
demolished.

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: 
“Shaftesbury House is surplus to the 
council’s requirements and wasn’t 
suitable to be refurbished.

“The council’s cabinet took the 
decision last year to demolish the 
building and clear the site so it could 
be sold on the open market for rede-
velopment.

“The redevelopment of this site will 
significantly contribute to the regen-
eration of the area.”

Council bosses hope the site could 
be used in the future for housing – 
and has submitted an outline plan-
ning application for the cleared site, 
which is due to be heard at the coun-
cil’s next planning committee meeting 
on November 7.

Part of the building – which has 
been vacant for a number of years – 
previously housed Sandwell Council’s 
education offices.

Demolition of Shaftesbury House 
is set to be completed by the end of 
the year.

Children’s care
home proposed
A CARE home for young children 
with learning difficulties could be 
built on land in Rowley Regis, under 
new plans lodged with council bosses.

A planning application for a five-
bed home for children aged between 
six and 18-years in Avenue Road has 
been submitted to Sandwell Council.

The home would offer a range of 
facilities for the children – who have 
been displaced from their parents due 
to their demanding care requirements 
associated with some form of autism 
and learning difficulties.

The home would include four dou-
ble bedrooms a lounge/dining and a 
games/activity room. 

Councillors are expected to make 
decision on the scheme in the coming 
months.

Group takes stage
ALL Saints Players’ latest production 
will be Alan Ayckbourn’s It Could Be 
Any One of Us, from November 6-9 at 
All Saints Church, West Bromwich, 
from 7.30pm. Tickets are £4.50. Call 
Kath on 0121 5884786.

Festive meals set 
to be served up

Classic Opel car
stolen from home

PEOPLE feeling isolated this festive 
season can visit a community event 
serving up lunch on Christmas Day.

Patrick and Carol Beckford, known 
as Becks and Deks, are at St Mark’s 
Church at the junction of Thimblemill 
Road and Hales Lane in Smethwick. 
to serve up a four-course festive lunch, 
with 80 places available on a first 
come, first served basis.

To be eligible people must be aged 
over 60, unable to cook because of age 
or mobility issues or isolated from 
family and friends. Call Carol on 
07968 272013 to register.

Bastille to storm
venue in Brum

Burglars strike at
RSPB charity base

POP band Bastille will be playing at 
Birmingham’s O2 Academy next year, 
on January 29, as part of a UK tour.

The London quartet have played 
over 500 shows across six continents, 
including the critically acclaimed Re-
Orchestrated tour, and have amassed 
15 million single sales and six million 
album sales globally.

Formed in 2010, the group are best 
known for hits such as Quarter Past 
Midnight, Bad Blood, Good Grief, 
Happier, and Pompeii.

They won British Breakthrough Act 
at the BRITs in 2014.

THREE men forced their way into a 
the West Bromwich branch of a na-
tional bird charity in the early hours, 
before stealing tools and materials 
from inside.

The burglary took place at the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) in Tanhouse Avenue, Ham-
stead, at around 2.30am on October 8

Anyone with information is asked 
to call West Midlands Police on 101, 
quoting 20SW/232142U/18.

A CLASSIC car has been stolen from 
an address in the Black Country.

The blue Opel Manta was stolen 
from Charlemont Crescent, West Bro-
mwich, sometime between 10.45pm 
on October 2 and 7am on October 3.

The car was first made in the 1970s, 
and is similar to Vauxhall models, 
with production running until 1988.

The blue car has the registration 
number FLP99J.

A spokesperson for West Midlands 
Police said: “An investigation is un-
derway and anyone with any informa-
tion about the whereabouts of the car 
is asked to call police on 101 quoting 
crime reference 20SW/226353F/18.”
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INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Frazzled?
Yes I am
with talk
on climate
HERE we go again. A new report, which
says temperatures have risen by one
degree centigrade since the start of the
Industrial Revolution, warns of dire con-
sequences unless we take drastic action.

Now I was a little surprised we are com-
paring meteorological data with that of
the pre-industrial world, mainly because
I would have thought it was the Industrial
Revolution which gave us the technology
to compile such measurements.

While the Industrial Revolution has
no official start date, historians seem to
regard it as sometime around 1760, or
maybe with the start of construction of
the Iron Bridge in 1777.

In context, Gabriel Farenheit invented
the thermometer in 1714, and the cen-
tigrade scale favoured by the climate
scientists arrived in 1743. It seems rea-
sonable, therefore, to suggest that clima-
tology was in its infancy during Abraham
Darby’s day. In which case, one might
wonder how accurate this early equip-
ment would be, and whether contrasting
today’s climate data with that of the mid-
1700s is particularly helpful.

Anyhow, no sooner was the ink dry on
the report, the usual voices in the London
bubble started lecturing us how we must
radically change our lifestyles if we are
not to be frazzled like barbecued bacon.
A writer in The Guardian told us to stop
eating meat – or beef and milk at the very
least. And, of course, use public trans-
port to get to work.

Always eager to oblige, I went on to the
excellent Network West Midlands Jour-
ney Planner website to plot my new com-
mute. Choosing the fastest, rather than
the greenest option – sorry, but we’ve all
got to start somewhere – it calculated that
to arrive at my desk for 8.30am, I would
need to leave home at 5.06am. The jour-
ney involves two buses, one train, and 38
minutes walking between various points.

This is instead of a normal 45-60 min-
ute drive in the car, depending on road-
works. It seems to me that if the pow-
ers-that-be want to reduce the carbon
footprint of my journey to work, there are
two options.

They could build an HS3 line through
Himley, Wombourne, Trysull and Patting-
ham, but I suspect this would be neither
popular nor environmentally friendly.

Or they could spend a bit on widen-
ing the roads – maybe even removing a
few bus lanes? – so those of us with no
choice but to use our cars spend less
time belching out fumes while stuck in
traffic. This won’t satisfy the desires of
The Guardian’s hair-shirt brigade. But it
might just make our air cleaner.

18-30 hols: Well
cop a load of this!

TALKING POINT

Fans with
something
to shout
about . . .

It’s their secret weapon and it definite-
ly works. Well not exactly secret as most
weeks it is deafening. I refer to . . . Wolves
football fans.

During the club’s recent success they
have – from the manager down – attribut-
ed their attitude, play and determination
to the strong support of the Molineux
faithful. The many loyal fans who have
stuck by them through the bad times –
and there have been plenty of those in the
recent past – and now to days back into
the big time.

In fact Wolves fans have been named
as the loudest of all, according to recent
statistics released by an American ex-
pert. The team’s supporters have sent out
a message to the rest of the league when
they arrive in Wolverhampton – Come On,
Feel The Noise.

And that won’t be difficult to believe for
anyone who has been inside a raucous
Molineux on a Saturday afternoon. So the
feel-good factor surrounding the club has
transferred to the stands. And why not?

OK I know I am biased being a Wolves
fan – not a real supporter as my Ches-
terfield-suppporting colleague points out,
as if I was I would put my money where
my mouth is and pay money to watch the
team, whatever the weather – point taken
I suppose. His take is that the noise has
risen from all the ‘fans’ who have jumped
on board the Premier league bandwag-
on. Sounds like sour grapes to me – after
all which division are Chesterfield are in
again?

Boss Nuno and his players remarked
on the difference playing in front of a par-
tisan crowd can make. Nuno said: “Our
fans are special and we appreciate it.”

And captain Conor Coady has rein-
forced that. In fact I am sure he would
love to shout his thanks to all the fans –
from the rooftops. And it’s not just in the
stands and on the pitch where the feel-
good factor has shone out. For all those
people who watched the Champion-
ship-winning parade bus travel through
Wolverhampton and went to the follow-
ing party in the park it was awe-inspiring.
Something that all the fans – and those
who maybe for financial or other rea-
sons – do not get to see all the matches
a chance to see the players and rejoice.
Evidently, this has a positive knock-on ef-
fect for the rest of the city, too.

I was present in Queen Square for
the Championship celebrations and the
noise was also deafening. Names called
out, songs sung and a lovely warm feel-
ing that swept the whole city along. Why
would you want to keep quiet about that?

SUE ATTWATER

IT is easy to rubbish Labour’s suggestion of re-
placing the standard five-day week with a four-
day week. But I once worked in an office where
they operated a nine-day fortnight. It meant
every alternate weekend was a long weekend.
The system was popular and worked well, al-
though we all suspected that, no matter wheth-
er it was a four or five-day week, we still worked
the same number of hours.

SO farewell, Club 18-30. After 50 years of
booze and bawdiness, the brand will soon
cease operating. I have a certain fondness for
it because, back in 1981, my very first free-
bie was with 18-30 to Majorca. The company
wisely put the press party far away from the
debauchery, in a four-star hotel. Each day we
were taken out to see the 18-30 holidaymak-
ers disporting themselves. The lads were lad-
dish but it was the tipsy, predatory women that
came as a surprise. The ringleader, a big, noisy
lass, was barely off the airliner before she went
both topless and legless. In journalistic mode, I
asked what attracted her to a Club 18-30 holi-
day. “That,” she leered, pointing straight at the
crotch of a passing lad. Where was she from?
“Nottingham.” And what did she do for a living?
“Police officer.”

THE march of AI (artificial intelligence) goes
on, with computers making ever-smarter pre-
dictions about human needs. I recently ordered
a small cushion on eBay. The computers di-
gested this information and quickly posted a
“You may like” message. Based on my order
of a cushion, eBay suggested I might also like

to buy: a pair of stabiliser wheels for a child’s
cycle, a buffing kit for polishing car wheels, a
device for stretching an artist’s canvas, a digi-
tal automatic fish-food dispenser, a fancy-dress
bow tie, four reusable eyebrow shaping stencils
and a bow for playing a cello. Uncanny, innit?

I WROTE in June about “vocal fry,” the US
fad for women to adopt a croak-speak, where
the end of every sentence trails off into some-
thing resembling a frog’s voice. It’s been some
time since I heard the star who spoke with such
crystal-clarity in the 1998 movie, Shakespeare
in Love. I caught a radio interview with her this
week and have to report, with much sadness,
that Gwyneth Paltrow has become a croaker.

A SPECIAL Battle’s Over beacon to erect in
your garden to celebrate the 100th anniversa-
ry of the end of the First World War, has been
unveiled. I was intrigued by the maker’s claim
about the gas-fired beacon: “Afterwards, it can
be stored and used for future events.” What, like
the end of the Third World War?

THE unstoppable march of Yankslang contin-
ues. In that bible of middle England and Eng-
lish values the Daily Mail, no less, a columnist
declares that Susannah Constantine in Strictly

Come Dancing (BBC1) “couldn’t have gotten
much worse.” No, indeedy.

MELANIA Trump, the President’s wife, got
some flak during her Africa trip for wearing that
symbol of colonialism, a pith helmet. It’s so hard
to keep up with politically-correct headgear,
isn’t it? It’s not just the colonial issue. By wear-
ing a hat developed principally by British and
French settlers Melania, a Slovenian, was also
guilty of cultural appropriation, as she would be
if she decided to wear a Mexican sombrero. As
it happens, I have a pith helmet. Thankfully, it is
not a colonialist pith helmet. I bought it in Viet-
nam where the Viet Cong guerillas fighting the
Americans adopted the helmets worn by their
former colonial masters, the French. So mine
is not only an anti-colonial helmet but an an-
ti-American helmet, too. As politically-correct
Leftie fashion goes it is right up there with a Che
Guevara T-shirt or a Palestinian keffiyeh scarf,
as worn by Jeremy Corbyn fans everywhere.

CHANCELLOR Philip Hammond promised
to raise the threshold at which we start paying
income tax to £12,500 from 2020. This would
have put an extra £130 a year in every basic
rate taxpayer’s pocket. Now, faced with an NHS
cash crisis there is talk of scrapping the prom-
ise. So instead of getting an extra £2.50 a week
which we’d hardly notice, collectively we’ll be
giving our hospitals and nurses an extra £2 bil-
lion a year. Now the strange part. In poll after
poll, the Brits nobly declare they would gladly
support tax rises to help the NHS. Yet now it’s
happening, you wouldn’t believe the whingeing.

Gwyneth Paltrow – on a radio interview
she seemed to have become a croaker

Melania Trump – got some flak during her
Africa trip for wearing a pith helmet

Susannah Constantine in Strictly Come
Dancing did not get praise from columnist

After 50 years of booze and bawdiness, it will soon cease

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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Tel: 0121 544 2222
Established over 20 years

• Windows
• Composite Doors
• Porches
• Patio Doors
• Conservatories
• Window & Door Repairs
• Fascias / Guttering
• Building Work
• Misted-up Units

WINDOW WAREHOUSE (Sandwell) LTD

Wonderful Windows Desirable Doors Classy Conservatories

ALL
INSTALLATIONS

PROJECT
MANAGED

FROM START
TO FINISH

Client Peace Of M
ind

97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP
www.window-warehouse.com email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm

LARGE
DISCOUNTS
THIS AUTUMN

OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY,
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132

*Terms and conditions apply see in store for details.

• Over 50 displays in store  • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
• Long established business • Quality installers

COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS

BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION

A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern
designs.

SUPPLY ONLY £149.00
INSTALLED £299.00*

Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed
Includes, Walk in
bath, Thermostatic 
bath/shower mixer, 
bathing seat tiling or 
easy clean wall panels

INSTALLED 
£2995.00*

3 HOUR 
Installation* SEE DISPLAYS 

IN STORE

SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE

SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE

1-2 day 
Installation*

1-2 day 
Installation*

Fully Installed inc. 
Safety Glass Enclosure,
Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels.

INSTALLED 
£1895.00*

KITCHENS & BATHROOMSKITCHENS & BATHROOMS EASY
BATHING 
SOLUTIONS

NEW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

5 Day 
Installation

Great Range of new 
Kitchens Now in Stock
INSTALLED from 

£3995

New Doors
SUPPLY or INSTALL

Massive Choice
SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE

COMFORT HEIGHT TOILETS

Chandigarh
Sweet Centre &

Catering Services

Specialists in:
Authentic

Vegetarian &
Non-Vegetarian 

Dishes

287 Bearwood Road
Smethwick

West Midlands B66 4DR

Open Times
MONDAY - SUNDAY

9.00am - 7.00pm

Tel: 0121 429 9998
Mob: 07957 408 563
Mob: 07427 395 263

Retail Section:

SAVOURIES:

Vegetarian:
Spring Roll: £0.35 each
Vegetable Samosa: £0.30 each 
Vegetable Pakora: £5.00 per kg.
Aloo Tikki: £0.30 each 
Paneer Pakora: £10.00 per kg.
Vegetable Kebab: £0.30 each 
Samosa Chat: £3.50 per portion 
Papri Chat: £3.50 per portion 

Non Vegetarian:

A large selection of Vegetarian dishes
made fresh daily 

ASK OVER THE COUNTER 
MEDIUM: £3.50  LARGE: £4.00

BULK BUY DISCOUNTS:
100 Veg. Samosas: £25.00
100 Spring rolls: £30.00
100 Aloo Tikkis: £25.00
100 Chicken Samosa: £45.00
100 Meat Samosa: £55.00
100 Meat Kebabs: £55.00
(PLUS DELIVERY CHARGES)

Non Vegetarian Dishes: 
MEDIUM LARGE

Chicken Tikka £4.00 £5.00
Lamb Curry £5.50 £6.50
Chicken Curry £4.50 £5.50

Side Dishes:
MEDIUM LARGE

Bowl of Yoghurt £1.50 £2.00
Salad £1.00 £1.50
Pilau Rice £1.50 £2.00

BREADS:
Bhatura: £0.30
Chapati: £0.35
Plain Prantha: £1.00
Stuffed Prantha: £1.50
Makki Roti: £1.00

All our dishes and sweets are prepared by 
expert chefs under our supervison

SWEETS & SAVOURIES:
Mixed Sweets: £8.00 per kg.
Khoya Burfi : £10.00 per kg.
Ladoo: £5.00 per kg.
Besan: £5.00 per kg.

A LOT has been said about the rising levels 
of crime around our areas. Stabbings and 
shootings are a daily occurrence now. The 
lack of police, poor education, no rehabilita-
tion in prison have all been blamed.

Think back when our parents gave us a 
clip around the ears if we were rude, think 
back when the local bobby placed fear in us 
if we did anything unruly, think back when 
we respected our elders. 

When we had that initial respect, crimes 
happened, of course they did, but not on the 
scale or numbers they do today. The spiral 

started in the 1980s, kids as young as 14 
having kids, social services cuts meaning 
it was put on the back burner, those kids 
given little incentive to get on became feral 
and streetwise, in turn becoming violent to 
seek rich rewards, and in turn their own 
kids born into a life of drugs, crime and 
pain.

Today’s aggressive, ignorant and unruly 
generations of future criminals have never 
known what we once had, and never will.

SHAUN HARRISON
West Bromwich

Lack of respect behind crime growth

Royal Mail
milestone
after move

BT flagging
down nation
WHAT does the B in British 
Telecom stand for? 

I believe it is British...
So why – in the latest 

advertisement campaign 
which is currently running 
on British television – does 
there appear to be a cas-
tle-like structure with that 
famous blue flag flying high?

You may have seen it, it 
features a circle of 12 yellow 
stars.

Should it not be at least 
the flag of St George, or the 
Union Jack?

M J NORI
Oldbury

AT the British Tinnitus As-
sociation (BTA), we depend 
on the support and trust of 
the public as we work to-
wards a world where no-one 
suffers from tinnitus.

The BTA are currently 
undertaking a research pro-
ject exploring the impact of 
tinnitus on aged veterans. 

This subject has not been 
researched before in the UK 
so we would be delighted 
to hear from former ser-
vice personnel in Sandwell. 
We’re looking for UK mili-
tary veterans who: served 

one day or more in the 
Armed forces; live perma-
nently in the UK; were born 
before 1950; have tinnitus 
and would like to take part 
in a research study.

We’d love it if you could 
take part in our survey 
which you can find online at: 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
agedveteranstinnitus

If you would prefer a 
paper copy, call me on 0114 
250 9933 or email geor-
gina@tinnitus.org.uk

G BURNS-O’CONNELL
BTA

WE don’t need to be told 
how lawlessness has taken 
hold in this country, we al-
ready know.

My concern is what hap-
pens when we have a cul-
ture of vigilantes because 
we can’t believe there has 
been, or seen any kind of 
change to our laws, taking 
place. 

Shortly we won’t have a 
police force because no-one 
will want the job with all the 
cuts which have happened 
and even the police them-
selves are being attacked on 
a regular basis.

This country is a mess be-
cause people at the top, the 
high earners, are not doing 
their jobs. 

I think that we should ask 
them to resign, we should 
have a debate then we might 
see action. 

We can’t keep plodding on 
the same road, doing noth-
ing.

JUDITH FISHER
Tividale

Country is
in a mess

Help by taking part 
in tinnitus survey

THIS month marks five 
years since Royal Mail be-
came a listed company. 

A lot has changed in that 
time. We have invested £1.8 
billion in our UK business.

Five years ago, we had 
little ability to track or 
scan parcels. Today, when a 
postman or woman knocks 
on your door they will be 
probably scan the parcel 
and record your signature 
electronically – vital in these 
days of online shopping.

It’s not just on the door-
step. Royal Mail’s sorting 
operation has changed dra-
matically. We now sort 90 
per cent of letters automat-
ically (up from just 8 per 
cent in 2010).

And we’re pleased to have 
made these improvements 
at the same time as seeing 
a reduction in complaints, 
and increases in customer 
satisfaction. None of this 
could have happened with-
out the dedication of all our 
Royal Mail people. They are 
Royal Mail.

NATALIE FROW
Royal Mail Delivery
West Midlands

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Sandwell Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
sandwell.chronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.

Code of Practice: 
Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 
If you are unhappy with the ac-
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 

contact Ipso at complaints@ipso.
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street,  Lon-
don, EC4M 7LG
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Combine fitness & fun at our place
& save up to £54.99

Visit website for full terms and conditions.

Work, Gym,
Social, Repeat.”

West Bromwich Leisure Centre
0121 580 6430

Offer ends 31st October - 3 months for 2
plus NO joining fee

Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in partnership with
Sandwell Council

Whatever place you’re into

“

270 Londonderry Lane, Smethwick B67 7EW
0121 565 2732

Wide selection of fireworks plus loads more in stock

10% DISCOUNT
on all Fireworks with this
voucher or Quote NOV18

Selection Boxes
FROM £4.99

1.3g Fireworks
FROM £9.99

Barrages (Cakes)
FROM £2.99

Rockets
FROM £6.99

“Larger selection
available instore”

“Larger selection
available instore”

“Larger selection
available instore”“Larger selection available instore”

Barrage Packs
FROM £75.00

✂

Slip-road mistake by driver
caused victim horrific injuries

A DRIVER was ‘just a whisker’ under the legal alcohol limit 
when he made the devastating mistake of thinking he was on 
a motorway slip-road rather than an ordinary carriageway.

Mitchell Cox, from Oldbury, ploughed head-on into an oncoming 
car when he stayed in what he believed was the outside lane, causing 
life-changing injuries to the other driver.

And a judge heard that victim Ian Stoddart could have been burned alive if 
people had not rushed to his aid and 
managed to drag him out as the two 
cars burst into flames.

As it was, 53-year-old Mr Stoddart 
had severe injuries which included 
multiple fractures to both legs and his 
collarbone, 22 broken ribs, collapsed 
lungs and ruptures to his liver and a 
kidney.

Cox, age 24, of Knotsall Lane was 
jailed for 16 months after pleading 
guilty at Warwick Crown Court to 
causing serious injury by dangerous 
driving.

Prosecutor Daniel Wright said that 
at 6.20pm on Saturday October 28 last 
year Cox, having visited a friend in 
Tamworth, headed to junction 10 of 
the M42 in north Warwickshire.

Having stopped at traffic lights on 
the roundabout, Cox, who had planned 
to join the M42 to get to the M6, fol-
lowed another car, driven by Paul 
Thompson, as it pulled away.

But rather than joining the motor-
way, Mr Thompson was heading along 
Trinity Road, an ordinary single car-
riageway road, where Cox pulled out 
and overtook him.

Mistakenly believing he was on the 
motorway slip-road, Cox failed to pull 
back in as he headed round a sweep-
ing right-hand bend – straight into the 
path of Mr Stoddart, who on his way 
back to his home in Tamworth.  

STUDENTS hosting a Macmillan 
coffee morning were given a helping 
hand – by West Bromwich West MP 
Adrian Bailey.

The Labour MP visited Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Academy, in 
Tividale to help students to sell cup-
cakes as part of the fundraiser.

More than £27 million was raised 
for the charity last year and students 
and staff at Ormiston Sandwell were 
pleased to be able to play their part.

During the visit, Mr Bailey took 
time to debate and discuss key local 
and national political and social issues 
with members of the academy’s House 
Council, a group of students formed a 
year ago, which forms part of the Stu-
dent Academy Leadership Team, and 
works to give students a strong voice 
on the day-to-day running of the acad-
emy.

After their meeting, the members 
of the House Council are now looking 

forward to organising local events for 
the good of the community, inspired by 
the discussions with the MP.

Mr Bailey has now invited students 
to visit Parliament, where they will 
get the opportunity to see the work of 
Westminster in action.

Mr Bailey said: “It was a real hon-
our to support the efforts of the stu-
dents at Ormiston Sandwell in raising 
money for the brilliant cause that is 
the Macmillan coffee morning.”

Adrian Bailey MP with students from Ormiston Sandwell during the Macmillan coffee morning

MP breaks for coffee with students

Approach to
tackle slavery
is rewarded
SANDWELL Council’s efforts to fight 
modern slavery and human traffick-
ing have been recognised by a nation-
al awards scheme.

Sandwell was a finalist in the Best 
Collaborative Working Initiative cate-
gory of the Association for Public Ser-
vice Excellence (APSE) awards.

Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy 
council leader, said: “I am proud that 
the council is gaining a reputation for 
its strong partnership approach to 
eradicating modern slavery and for 
protecting victims and potential vic-
tims of slavery and human trafficking.

“The signs of slavery and human 
exploitation are often hidden and it is 
important that we work with partners 
to help protect people who are vulner-
able to violence and exploitation.”

Councillor Khatun said the council 
had developed a strong collaboration 
with partner organisations.

“The council has been at the fore-
front of more than 30 multi-partner 
operations, all of which have been 
borne out of intelligence sharing and 
have resulted in arrests and victims 
being rescued,” she said.

Work has focused on identifying 
and tackling forced labour, child traf-
ficking, domestic servitude and crimi-
nal and sexual exploitation.

Report signs of exploitation at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/modernslavery  

Fox pulled clear
from storm drain
A FOX was rescued after it became 
stuck in a 12ft-deep storm drain.

The alarm was raised by Severn 
Trent workers who discovered the 
frightened fox at the treatment works 
off Congreaves Road in Cradley Heath 
last Thursday.

RSPCA officer Shaun Howden was 
called. The fox was unhurt.

Neither of them could avoid the 
head-on crash, and the severely in-
jured Mr Stoddart had to be pulled 
out of his Mini Cooper as both vehicles 
burst into flames.

When the police and an ambulance 
arrived Cox, who had escaped with a 
collapsed lung and a sprained wrist, 
was given a breath test which gave a 
reading of 34 – just one below the legal 
limit for driving.

In a statement read in court, Mr 
Stoddart said he had been self-em-
ployed, screen-printing glass for 
doors, but as a result of his injuries, 
he was unable to carry out the heavy 
work – and at the time of making the 
statement he was having to live on his 
savings.

His injuries had left him confined 
to a wheelchair, living downstairs at 
his home, and reliant on his partner 
and his father for assistance on a daily 
basis.

Ian Speed, defending, said: “It was a 
tragic accident. This man thought he 
was on a dual carriageway, for what-
ever reason.  When he read the victim 
impact statement, he was totally be-
side himself.”

He said Cox, who was of previous 
good character, was in ‘an exception-
ally well-paid job’ as an engineer.

Report by Megan Archer
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Call now for a free no obligation quote from a company established over 33 years.
Massive Savings available on October Installations

QUALITYGUARANTEED
We offer a lifetime guarantee and also a 10 year insurance backed guarantee
on installations so you can be confident that in the unlikely event of something
going wrong with your windows, doors or conservatory you’ll be fully covered.

No deposits or stage payments, you can pay
when the installation has been completed.

Conservatory valet service, guttering, fascia’s and
soffits cleaned UPVC windows/doors & frames.

Block paving & driveway cleaning.

OUR PROMISE CLEANING SERVICES

AUTUMN SALEAU UMN SAAUTUMN SALEAUTUMN SALE

www.rydalewindows.co.uk

Call us on
0800 917 6060

Rydale house,
Long Lane, Blackheath
Halesowen, B62 9LS
Email:
reception@rydalewindows.co.uk

Monday - Friday
09:00 - 17:30

Saturday
09:00 - 16:00

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES.
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer Than
20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

advertorial

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company
for glass replacement. Issues
with double glazing can
often be gradual and may
only be noticed during a
clear sunny day or during
the winter. A failed glass unit
may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why
not spend a few minutes
checking your home to see if
you have any failed double
glazing? If you act now you
can avoid these problems.
Now, you may think you

need to replace the whole

window including the frames
and all the hardware, however
Cloudy2Clear have come up
with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the
glass!!
If you see condensation

in your windows just visit
our website or give us a
call on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20minutes. Once the quote is
completed, we will sit downwith
you and explain the problem
and tell you howwe can fix

it. With years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of
knowledge and are recognised
as aWhich Trusted Trader,
plus our work is backed by
an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local

Cloudy2Clear specialist
is James Stanley and
he services Walsall and
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give James a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.
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Satellite technology to 
identify water leaks
WATER company Severn 
Trent has invested in drone 
and satellite technology as 
it pledges to reduce leaks by 
15 per cent by 2025. 

It comes as MPs call for tough-
er targets for cutting leaks after 
figures showed a ‘shocking’ three 
billion litres are lost each day.

Water industry targets to reduce 
leakage by 15 per cent by 2025 are ‘not 
ambitious enough’, said the House of 
Commons Environment Committee.

Pressure on companies to act should 
be increased by bringing forward from 
2050 to 2040 the goal of halving the 
amount of water lost, said the commit-
tee in a report.

The report also backed new pow-
ers for water companies to introduce 
compulsory metering, even though it 
could lead to ‘significant’ bill increases 
in some areas. 

Gushed
Earlier this year there was a huge 

flood in Wednesbury, on Leabrook 
North Road. Some 10 million litres of 
water gushed out of a pipe and spread 
over roads, gardens and into houses 
and nearby businesses after being 
damaged by contractors installing an 
electricity cable.One woman was res-
cued from a house and another man 
broke a wrist after falling down a hole.

Stuart Henry, for Severn Trent, 
said: “Over the last decade we’ve re-
duced leakage by 20 per cent and are 
looking to reduce it by a further 15 per 
cent in the five years to 2025. 

“We have invested in drone and sat-
ellite technology to help us spot leaks 
and have announced multi-million 
pound plans to install new monitors 
and pressure devices in our pipes to 
help prevent bursts before they occur.”

Rescue teams checking submerged cars during the Wednesbury floods

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
is set to become the first University 
NHS Foundation Trust in the country.

A consultation will be held by the 
West Midlands Ambulance Service 
NHS Foundation Trust over the 
planned changes, which would only 
affect its name,  to mark its partner-
ship with the University of Wolver-
hampton, becomingWest Midlands 
Ambulance Service University NHS 

Foundation Trust. The cost of imple-
menting the new name will be ‘mini-
mal’ and an agreement will be signed 
to use the title ‘university’ in the trust 
name if the consultation is positive.” 

Consultation runs to October 26.
Trust chairman Sir Graham Mel-

drum said: “This is an exciting de-
velopment and one that allows us to 
articulate our position in the ambu-
lance sector going forward.”

Ambulance service uni link



ChristmasinCheshire_F.pdf ChristmasinTorquay_F.pdf

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
in Cheshire

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
in Torquay

Departing Sunday 23 Dec
Truly a Christmas getaway to remember, join us to
enjoy the best the North West of England has to offer
at this festive time of year; from enjoying a traditional
pantomime to exploring Cheshire’s capital of Chester,
one of Britain’s best-preserved historic cities.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel from Walsall, Cannock &

Wolverhampton
� 4 nights at a selected hotel in the North West area

with breakfast & dinner. Christmas Day includes
breakfast, a traditional Christmas lunch and a light
evening buffet

� Welcome drink, porterage, after dinner tea & coffee
and light entertainment every night

� Pantomime ticket
� Excursions to Manchester & Chester

Departing Sunday 23 Dec
The English Riviera’s beautiful coastline is the
setting for our Christmas break. We’ll be based in
Torquay, one of Britain’s most stylish resorts thanks
to its international marina and stunning bays, where
the bracing sea air is bound to rejuvenate and relax.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel from Walsall, Cannock &

Wolverhampton
� 4 nights at the Seascape Hotel, Torquay with dinner &

breakfast (includes candlelit dinner on Christmas Eve)
� Welcome drink, Christmas Day lunch &

entertainment every night
� Afternoon tea, cake and quiz on Christmas Eve &

Boxing Day and afternoon bingo on Christmas Day
� Pantomime ticket
� Excursion to Brixham

5 Days by Coach now £329 5 Days by Coach now £379
Single supplement £50 Single supplement £50

Operated by Just Go! Holidays Ltd. Coach package holidays and short breaks are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions and are financially protected by a bond held with Bonded
Coach Holiday Group (BCHG). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twn room.

in association with

For more information or
to book, please call:

or visit online at:

03332 341 875
justgoholidays.com/RT 033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Quote JGRT

WalsallChronicle

Your Chronicle

Crack cocaine gang
jailed for 53 years

A GANG has been jailed for 
a combined 53 years after 
plotting to supply Stafford 
with Class A drugs.

The 10-strong group were jailed 
for conspiring to supply heroin 
and crack cocaine.

The ‘large-scale’ operation saw the 
crooks operate from across the West 
Midlands, gathering thousands of 
pounds after forcefully taking over 
properties to expand their enterprise.

Stafford Crown Court heard how 
addicts would call a ‘drugs line’ line 
before street dealers were given in-
structions on how to supply the drugs.

Criminals operating the phone line 
would also work ‘shifts’ to maximise 

their profits.  Thousands of pounds 
and large quantities of drugs seized 
during the investigation. 

Sentencing, Judge Jonathan Salmon 
said: “This was a large scale County 
Lines and cuckooing operation.” 

Mark Rogers, of Stafford and Shaq-
uille Reid, of west Bromwich, were 
convicted after a trial. Eight co-de-
fendants admitted conspiring to sup-
ply heroin and cocaine.

l Mark Rogers, 39, of Albert Ter-
race, Stafford, was jailed for five years 
three months 

l Shaquille Reid, 23, of Railway 
Street, West Bromwich, was jailed for 
nine years nine months 

l Kyle Stewart, 23, of Caldmore 
Road, Walsall, was jailed for 10 years 

l Jordan Baker, 22, of Mayday 

Road, Thornton Heath, London, was 
jailed for eight years six months 

l Rickel Rawlins, 22, of Marbury 
Drive, Bilston, was jailed for seven 
years two months 

l Christopher Edwards, 31, of Mill 
Bank, Stafford, was jailed for three 
years 

l Westley Walton, 41, of Lloyd 
Street, Stafford, was jailed for two 
years eight months 

l Ashley Clowes, 22, of Princes 
Street, Stone, was jailed for two years 
four months 

l Jordan Wheatley, 20, of Blythe 
Road, Stafford, was jailed for a year 
and 10 months 

l Tyon Gordon, 20, of Park Ave-
nue, Hockley, was jailed for a year and 
eight months 

Ashley Clowes

Mark Rogers

Christopher Edwards

Rickel Rawlins

Jordan Baker

Tyon Gordon

Jordan Wheatley

Shaquille Reid

Kyle Stewart

Wesley Walton
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MASSIVE STOCKS OF LA-Z-BOY FAILED DELIVERIES !!
MOST ARE BRAND NEW OR DISPLAY ITEMS.

HUGE DISCOUNTS – SAVE 30% – 40% – 50% – EVEN 60%
ON SUITES, SOFAS, RECLINERS & MOBILITY LIFT & RISE CHAIRS

Telephone:
0121 557 6885

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM
PICTURES FOR

GUIDANCE ONLY

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE,
DUDLEY DY4 8XF

HUGE £1.25 MILLION
STOCK CLEARANCE !!
LA-Z-BOY ALL ELECTRIC 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER
RECLINER SOFAS IN BLACK LEATHER

WAS £4298
SAVE £2800

TO CLEAR

£1498
THE PAIR !

LA-Z-BOY CLINTON
LEATHER RECLINER
SWIVEL CHAIR &
STORAGE STOOL
WAS £1099
SAVE £600
TO CLEAR

£499
CLASSIC WING CHAIRS
VARIOUS FABRICS
CHOICE OF COLOURS
BIG SELECTION

WAS £499
SAVE £300

TO CLEAR £199
MILAN DOUBLE FAUX LEATHER BED &
QUALITY ORTHO MATTRESS
WAS £590
SAVE £351
DISPLAY
MODELS
TO CLEAR

£239

STYLISH 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS
IN COBRA JUMBO CORD WITH VELOUR CUSHIONS

WAS £929 SAVE £430 TO CLEAR £499 THE PAIR !
AWARD WINNING
SORRENTO ELECTRIC
ALL LEATHER
SWIVEL RECLINER CHAIR

WAS £749
SAVE £400

TO CLEAR £349
NEW YORK TABLE & 2 CHAIRS HARDWOOD IN
BEECH
& CREAM

WAS £199
SAVE £100
TO CLEAR

£99

ELECTRIC MOBILITY CHAIR 
LIFT & RISE
IN BLACK OR 
CREAM LEATHER

WAS £698
SAVE £350
TO CLEAR £348

FOLDAWAY GUEST BED - ITALIAN MADE WITH
MATTRESS

WAS £159
SAVE £50%

TO CLEAR

£79.50

BIG SELECTION
OF MIRRORS
CHOICE OF
SHAPES 
AND SIZES
ALL HALF
TICKET
PRICE !!

WAS
£1119
SAVE
£820

TO CLEAR

£299

ZEDORE VINCI ALL LEATHER 
SWIVEL RECLINER CHAIR 
CHOICE OF COLOURS

NEWARK CORNER CHAISE SOFA IN LIGHT & DARK
GREY CHENILLE

WAS £699 SAVE £300 TO CLEAR £399
WAS £799
SAVE £430
TO CLEAR £369

EVERYDAY 2 SEATER SOFA/SOFABED WITH HEAVY
DUTY METAL ACTION & INTERIOR MATTRESS

LINCOLN CHERRY EXTENDING DINING TABLE &
4 CHAIRS
WAS £699
SAVE £350
TO CLEAR

£349
(extra chairs
available)

LUXURY ORTHO DOUBLE DIVAN
& QUALITY FIRM MATTRESS
WAS £399
SAVE £200
TO CLEAR

£199
Other sizes & 
drawers option also available

KNIGHTSBRIDGE LUXURY VELVET DEEP BUTTONED
DOUBLE BED WITH QUALITY POCKET SPRUNG
MEMORY TOP
MATTRESS
WAS £989
SAVE £500
TO CLEAR

£489

P

WE HAVE SECURED ENORMOUS STOCKS OF SOFAS, SUITES, RECLINERS,
CORNER SOFAS, DINING FURNITURE, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE

DUE TO THE COLLAPSE OF ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST HOME DELIVERY
COMPANIES OF LEADING BRAND QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS.

Ill-gotten cash used to sting crooks

CASH seized from criminals has been used on a fleet of 
police response cars with tyre-deflating ‘stinger’ devices.

Nineteen of the spiked strips have been bought with a 
donation of more than £10,000 from the Proceeds of Crime 
Act Fund, a kitty made up of money stripped from offend-
ers and the sale of their assets. They have been fitted to a 
fleet of Vauxhall Insignias used by response officers attend-

ing emergency incidents. Each stinger costs about £500.
Sergeant Dale Hughes, of West Midlands Police, said: 

“It’s  satisfying to know that these devices are being funded 
directly through money seized from criminals.

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson said: “It is vital we equip our hard-working of-
ficers with the tools they need to do the job.”

Spook-cial events lined up
A ‘SPOOKTACULAR’ range 
of events is on offer for res-
idents at Sandwell Leisure 
Trust’s facilities.

The five venues are hosting family 
fun and interactive activities between 
Friday, October 26, and November 2.

The events will kick off at the Port-
way, in Newbury Road, on October 26, 
with a Halloween Roller Disco. 

There will be a family skate between 
6pm and 7.30pm, following by an open 
session between 7.45pm and 9.15pm.

While, there will be another roller 

disco at Tipton Sports Academy on 
October 27. 

With family open sessions between 
5.15pm and 6.30pm, or the open for 
all session between 6.45pm and 8pm. 
There will be a fancy dress competi-
tion – with prizes for the best and 
spookiest costumes.

A Mini Monsters Ball will take place 
at Haden Hill Leisure Centre on Oc-
tober 31, between 2pm and 4pm, for 
youngsters aged between four and 10. 
It will include fun games, arts and 
crafts, a disco and buffet, plus a fancy 
dress competition.

Visitors may even raise the dead at 
Smethwick Baths – with a Ghost Tour 
in the spooky passages and tunnels 
beneath the facility on October 31 be-
tween 7.30pm and 8.30pm. It is sited 
above a medieval plague pit, while the 
area above this is a former World War 
II air raid shelter.

Finally on November 2, Tipton Lei-
sure Centre will host their Costa del 
Tipton Halloween Party between 7pm 
and 8pm.

For more information about all the 
events, visit www.slt-leisure.co.uk.

New stinger devices bought for West Midlands Police from the proceeds of crime
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HALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULAR
WED 31ST OCTOBER
BETWEEN 11AM–4PM
Roll up for day of fiendish fun at New Square!
Little monsters can make their own Halloween
mask before having a super spooky photo
taken wearing their creation. Parents can take
a free print home as a monstrous momento!

FREE
EVENT

Whatever place you’re into

Keep your children active during
October Half Term

Visit website for full terms and conditions.

October Holiday
Camp.”

West Bromwich Leisure Centre
0121 580 6430

29th Oct - 2nd Nov 2018. Call or book via
our website.

Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in partnership with
Sandwell Council

“

suitable for children aged 5 – 12 years.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES AT BRASSHOUSE  BY VISITING US AT 
BRASSHOUSE, BRASSHOUSE LANE, SMETHWICK B66 1BA
TEL: 0121-555 5672
Email : outofschoolclub@nsdt.org.uk Web: www.nsdt.org.uk 
A Company Limited by Guarantee, Registered in England No 273 66 36
Registered Charity No. 1035308

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB
STARTING FROM £14 PER DAY

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 
ALL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

FUN

FRIEND
LY

SAFE

Tel: 0121 455 6163 / 0121 454 5367
www.sherbornewharf.co.uk

e-mail@sherbornewharf.co.uk

Tel:

e-mail@sherbornewharf.co.uk
Best Boat 

Trips from The 
Convention 

Centre

NO public trips during December
Leaving Regularly from 11.30am 1.00pm 2.30pm & 4.00pm

Trips depart from outside the International Convention Centre
Cruise Birmingham’s Historic Waterways with added Commentary
All boats are centrally heated and equipped with bar and toilets.

Our boats are always available for private charter, 
parties, corporate entertaining, celebrations,

wedding receptions and school parties.

SHERBORNE WHARF
Public Trips

Run Daily Until The
4th November

For Half Term & Halloween

SCHOOLS
OUT

CHO
O
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ST GREGORY'S NURSERY
Park Road, Smethwick, B67 SHX

Give your child a great start!

Nursery Places Available
We can offer two whole days and one half day per week
Please contact the School office for further details
Happy, safe & stimulating environment
Great preparation for early years learning
Children learn and develop through play based and structured learning
Wide range of activities and experiences

For more information on how to register your child call the school
office on 0121 429 4609 www.st-gregorys.sandwell.sch.uk

Tel: 0121 667 5027
Email: naheed.gultasib@sandwell.ac.ukBOOKYOURPLACENOW!

Sixth form or college not for
you? Currently unemployed?
Aged 16-18? Come to our
Apprenticeship Enrolment Events

Wednesday
24th

October
2018

Monday
29th

October
2018

Wednesday
17th

October
2018

FINANCIALASSISTANCEOF UP TO £150*TOHELPWITH COSTSINCLUDINGTRAVEL &MEALSTERMSANDCONDITIONS APPLY*
YOU’LL GET

•EXPERTADVICE,
• HELP TO PREPARE
FOR INTERVIEW&
•HELP TO FINDAN

EMPLOYER
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Leader hits out at lack 
of Games social homes
THE number of homes built 
for the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games development and 
then turned into social or 
affordable housing is ‘very 
low’, a council chief says.

Birmingham City Council leader 
Councillor Ian Ward said the funding 
deal made with the government over 
the village did not allow for many 
homes to be converted.

It was announced at the Conserv-
ative Party Conference in Birming-
ham that the government would be 
providing £165 million in funding to 
help build the new Athletes Village 
in Perry Barr ready for the Games in 
four years’ time.

As well as the accommodation, the 
money will be used for a wider regen-
eration of the Perry Barr area, with 
a further 3,500 homes on top of the 
1,500 being built for the village.

Converted
Construction is due to begin next 

year, with the village being converted 
into housing once the games finish.

Councillor Ward, speaking on a 
Commonwealth Games panel, said 
very few of the initial 1,500 homes 
would be turned into social or afforda-
ble housing, but there was more scope 
for the homes in Perry Barr.

He said: “In order to make the num-
bers work to deliver the village there’s 
a very low number of social or afforda-
ble houses that will be built in the 
1,500 properties.

“But that will be the catalyst for a 
further 2,000 homes to be built in the 
neighbouring facility, and we’ll look to  
drive up social and affordable housing 
off those other 2,000. Our target is 35 
per cent social and affordable hous-
ing.”

Artist’s impression of the 2022 Commonwealth Games Village

A £60 million aquatics centre for the 
Commonwealth Games ‘will not be a 
white elephant’, it has been claimed.

The 5,000-seater centre, to include 
an Olympic-sized competition pool, a 
25m diving pool, two activity studios, 
a 12-court sports hall, a 125-station 
gym, a 25-station ladies-only gym, an 
indoor cycling studio, a sauna/steam 
room and a cafe, will then be turned 
into a leisure centre. Concerns have 

been raised about the centre becoming 
a ‘white elephant’ post-Games. 

But MP Dame Caroline Spelman, 
who was Environment Secretary 
during the 2012 Olympics, said:“You 
won’t get a white elephant. You will 
get a great legacy in Sandwell.”

Councillor Ward, Birmingham City 
Counil leader, said Sandwell would be 
left with the ‘best aquatics centre in 
the country’.

£60m swim centre legacy



H.C PULLINGER & SON
(Est. 1962)

Call 0121 5574114 for more info
Email: philpullinger@supanet.com

30 Union Street, Tipton

All new stock with warranty

Ebac listed 
main dealer

High quality 
products/service 
without the high 

street prices

55 years worth of 
expertise on most 

brands
(Est. 1962)

RAPID DELIVERY AT FLEXIBLE TIMES

FREE parking at rear of showroom

Beautiful
bathrooms at
affordable prices

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

Providing -
Building Landscaping
& Plumbing Materials

Visit our bathroom
showroom. Now
open to the public

STAFFORDSHIRE
BUILDERS SUPPLIES

0121 556 0496
Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill

Tipton DY4 0EQ
www.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk

RENAULT SPECIALISTS

Unit 1 Kingfi sher Ind/Est
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 0AT

Mechanical Repairs
Electrical Repairs

Pre M.O.T.
General Servicing

Cambelts
Diagnostics

All makes and models

WE ARE NOW
BREAKING CLIO 197

0121 557 7675
07967 356 710

Why Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer
the Same Service For Alot Less 

Unit 5, Imex Auto Centre, Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ
Tel. +44 0121 448 7030 | Email: office@heze.co.uk

FREE £20 Voucher on
production of this advertisement

This
Weekend
Only

Recently Expanded
Come along and visit our
New Bigger Showroom

Selling a Variety of Furniture and
Accessories for your Home

Also offering
Bespoke

Kitchen and
Wardrobe Service

Parents in
request for
car park
FED-UP parents have de-
manded a new car park af-
ter complaining they have 
nowhere to pick up pupils 
near a Tipton school.

More than 200 people 
have requested council 
bosses introduce a new car 
park on land near Joseph 
Turner Primary, Powis 
Avenue. It is claimed an in-
crease in traffic has meant 
parents have been left with 
nowhere to park when 
dropping their children off 
at the school – which serves 
458 students between the 
ages of three and 11.

Parents are calling for 
the land adjacent to the 
school to become a car 
park. A petition signed by 
208 people has been handed 
to Sandwell Council.

Great Bridge ward coun-
cillor Joanne Hadley said 
she would be in support of 
the parents’ bid.

Treyden leads funeral in 
honour of his Nanny Penny

A YOUNGSTER has paid a emotional tribute to his be-
loved grandmother by leading her funeral procession.

Little Treyden Stewart stunned passers-by as he proudly 
became a funeral director for the day and led the procession 
following the death of his grandmother, from Tipton, who he 
fondly knew as Nanny Penny. 

Smartly dressed in a suit and tie, with a top hat and cane, the five-
year-old walked through Bilston alongside Ellsmore Funeral Directors 
manager Edward Farnan.

Treyden’s mother Katie Hod-
son, aged 24, said the youngster 
and his grandmother, Penny 
Westwood, were ‘very close’ and 
that Treyden wanted to ‘lead her 
to the angels’.

“She would fetch him from 
school most days and she would 
always take him to the shop and 
get him a Kinder Egg and a comic, 
which he loved,” she said.

“I was a bit unsure over whether 
he should go to the funeral but he 
kept saying it was ‘nanny’s day’ so 
I tried to explain to him what had 
happened. And he said he wanted 
to lead nanny to get her wings, so 
she can be an angel.”

Katie, who works at Wolver-
hampton Homes and lives in 
Bradley, said there were plenty 
of tears on the day as Treyden led 
the procession. 

“He did an absolutely fabulous 
job. He was just so amazing,” she 
added. “Especially being only five. 
We were all over the place that 
day, it was just one of those days. 

But he was perfect.” Penny died 
aged 52 after suffering from a 
number of health problems. 

Mr Farnan said locals ‘looked 
on in awe’ at the boy walking 
alongside him that day.

“Trey was a natural and very 
dignified,” he said. 

“Both his family and all of us at 
Ellsmore Funeral Directors felt 
very proud of him. With 20 years 
experience as a funeral director 
I have to admit I was choked up 
from start to finish.”

FOCUS ON TIPTON Shortlist of
images puts
Tipton in
the frame
VOTING is now open in 
a photo competition cele-
brating Tipton’s parks and 
green spaces. Entries were 
submitted over the sum-
mer and now a shortlist 
of seven photographs has 
gone on display for people 
to vote for a winner.

People can view the pho-
tos and register their vote 
either online, at the Dis-
cover Sandwell website: 
www.discoversandwell.
co.uk/blog/tiptonphoto-
competition; or at any of 
the three Tipton libraries – 
Glebefields Library, Great 
Bridge Library and Tipton 
Library – during normal li-
brary opening hours.

Voting closes at 5pm on 
Friday 26 October 2018.

Natural
Councillor Ann Jarvis, 

Tipton town chair, said: 
“We wanted this competi-
tion to celebrate Tipton’s 
parks and green spaces, 
and that’s exactly what it’s 
doing.

“These photographs 
show the wonderful natu-
ral environment we have 
on our doorstep, which 
people don’t always realise. 

“I would like to thank 
everyone who entered the 
competition and would en-
courage people to vote for 
their favourite from our 
shortlist.”

The winner will receive a 
£25 Asda voucher and the 
winning entry will be pub-
lished in the winter edition 
of the Sandwell Herald and 
on Discover Sandwell.

Penny Westwood, who was 52

The youngster during the procession with Edward FarnanTreyden with his mother Katie

CPR day
is marked
SANDWELL and West 
Birmingham NHS Trust 
backed Tuesday’s Restart 
a Heart Day by encourag-
ing visitors to have a go 
at CPR. Experts were on 
hand to show people how 
to carry out the life-saving 
act on a manikin, during 
events at Sandwell’s and 
Birmingham’s hospitals.

The campaign, organised 
by the Resuscitation Coun-
cil and is in its fifth year, 
also saw events at schools, 
community centres, and 
emergency service stations.
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Sandwell Stone 
& 

Fencing Supplies

We do fencing, slabbing, Patios, 
Ornaments, Decking & Timber

Top Soil and Compost
We also supply and fi t

Call 0121 544 7883
40-45 Park Lane, Oldbury B69 4LP

Visit us online
www.sandwellstone&fencing.com

“WE DON’T JUST SUPPLY
WE FIT TOO”

CALL NOW TO BOOK
You won’t fi nd better 
quality in Sandwell ... 

Guaranteed!

Serving
 Fresh Fish  Pizza
 Burgers  Kebab 

 Chicken

SKYSKY Fish BarFish Bar

 Chicken Chicken Chicken Chicken Chicken Chicken

0121 552 0609
07733 167238

46 Birmingham Road, Oldbury, B69 4EE

DELIVERY
MINIMUM ORDER £9.99 
WITHIN A 3-MILE RADIUS 

£1 DELIVERY CHARGE

ALLERGY NOTICE 
If any allergies, please let one of 

the staff members know

Open Monday - Saturday
11.50am - 2.30pm  |  4pm - 10pm 

Sunday 
4pm - 9pm Find us on

ubhi’s
K I T C H E N S & F U R N I T U R E

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com
Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG

Tel: 0121 557 7222

Huge Stock
Clearance Now On

Amazing prices to
celebrate 40 years

in business

DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE

40THYEAR
ANNIVERSARY,
40% OFF

Est Since
1978

Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory

5 Days 
from Factory 

to Fitting

Visit our Factory Showroom:
Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB
Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market

Oldbury 
Health 
Centre
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WHITE 
SWAN 
PUB

NAT 
WEST 
BANK

MARKET ST

B IRMINGHAM STREET

UNITY PLACE

WE ARE
HERE

Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
✔ Suitable for any room and environment
✔ Light control in all situations
✔ Huge selection of fabrics
Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics
Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing

Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer......

www.designa-blinds.com  Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available

Centre’s
fifth year
celebrated
THERE were celebrations 
all round at a leisure centre 
as it marked its fifth anni-
versary. Portway Lifestyle 
Centre, in Oldbury, first 
opened in September 2013 
and to mark the milestone 
an interactive disability 
open day was held.

The award-winning fa-
cility, in Newbury Lane, 
run by Sandwell Leisure 
Trust (SLT) opened its 
doors to colleagues from 
the borough council’s adult 
services and the Albion 
Foundation’ disability 
team.

A range ofactivities 
took place to engage the 
200-strong participants. 
Michael Bott, at Portway, 
said: “We all very work to-
gether to get the best from 
people with disabilities and 
heighten people’s health, 
wellbeing and physical ac-
tivity through the free ac-
cess slots.”

Saddlers’ kind gesture just the 
ticket for dedicated fan Dave

‘IT’LL make my dad’s day!’ – those were the words 
of Chloe Williams whose terminally ill father has 
been given tickets to see his favourite football team, 
the Saddlers, in action. 

The 19-year-old contacted Walsall FC to try to get a signed 
card for her father Dave Williams, from Oldbury, who was 
diagnosed with terminal sarcoma in June. 

After receiving the card, the 
club got in touch again and sent 
through a letter from Walsall 
boss Dean Keates, attached with 
four match tickets for Dave, who 
has been a fan for almost 40 
years.

Keates, who has himself been 
affected by cancer in the past, 
said in his letter that he would 
be delighted to see Dave at the 
game and hoped coming back to 
the Bescot Stadium would bring 
back memories.

The 59-year-old father of three 
and grandfather of two is plan-
ning to take Chloe to the home 
game against Wycombe Wan-
derers on October 27 as well as 
his two sons Scott, aged 23, and 
Adam, 32. 

Chloe said: “It was so random, 
I reached out at first for a signed 
card and all of a sudden I had a 
message from the club asking if 
they could send us some tickets 
– of course the answer was yes. 

“We’re all so excited, it’ll make 
my dad’s day. Seeing him happy, 
especially when he’s not in the 

best state at the moment, is the 
most important thing about this. 
It’s the little things. To Walsall 
this would have been a small ges-
ture but to us it’s huge. 

“Dad just burst out crying 
when he saw the tickets. He’s 
emotional anyway at the mo-
ment but he couldn’t even get 
half way though the letter before 
crying his eyes out. 

“Cancer affects the individual 
and the family and friends so it’s 
so nice to see Dean Keates doing 
this for the community, we never 
expected this to happen. 

“It’s all about the experience 
for dad, we’re even being taken 
to The Savoy Lounge for the 
game and he’s never done that 
in his time following the club. 

“We don’t know how many 
more times we’ll have the op-
portunity to do things like this 
with him when he’s well enough, 
so we’ll make the most of it. 
Everything for my dad has been 
about Walsall FC.”

FOCUS ON OLDBURY

Band puts on
two concerts
ONE of the oldest brass 
bands in the West Mid-
lands will put on its third 
series of concerts.

The Langley Band will 
deliver two evenings of its 
winter concert at the Old-
bury Rep, in Spring Walk 
on November 23, at 8pm 
and the following night at 
7.30. Cost is £9 for adults 
and £5 for under-16s.

Call organisers on 01384 
918547 or for more infor-
mation on the band visit 
www.langleyband.co.uk

Report by Liam Keen

Manager Dean Keates, who wrote back Dave seen with the letter and tickets for the Saddlers’ next home game
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www.mnadigital.co.uk

Get a FREE
website health
check today
Visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk/website-audit/

Our health check report will identify
any issues with your website and
provide you with a clear, step by step
list of recommendations to help
improve its performance.

Or, if you would prefer to speak to
someone in person, call 01902 504562.

SDCA BSL
COURSES
Level 1 Award

DETAILS
32 week course
from 10 Jan 2019
running to October,
to be held on Thursdays 6:30pm-8:30pm.
Cost: £375
CCostt iinclluddes ffees, ttuiittiion andd resources.

ENROLMENT
Tue 23 October 2018, 4:30pm-6:00pm
Or please contact info@sdca.co.uk

Mobile 07885 913225
Email info@sdca.co.uk
Fax 0121 285 3995
Registered charity 1124084 sdca.co.uk

To be held at:

New Deaf Centre,

Summer Street,

West Bromwich,

B71 4JA

Sandwell
Deaf Community
Association

• RSJ & Steelworks • Gates & Grills 
• Rebar & Mesh

West Timber 
& Steels Ltd

Rear of 64 High Street | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT

Phone : 0121-553-0666
www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk

CLUTCHES FROM £100!!

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS
• MOT
• CLUTCHES
• GENERAL SERVICING

• GEARBOXES
• BRAKES
• WELDING
• DIAGNOSTICS

Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES/VANS

 0121 572 1253 

STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
REPAIR CENTRE

163 Great Bridge Street B70 0DJ

0121 421 1000 ● 07956 416016
153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 0EL

Vertical, Venetian,
Awnings and
Roller Blinds

● 12 Month Guarantee
●All made to measure -
Supply and Fit

●Washable Blinds Available
● Friendly, Personal Service
● Full Range of Colours

wednesbury kitchens
Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD

Opening times:
Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm

Closed: Thursday & Sunday
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm

Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience.
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling

Call or visit today.
45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ

0121 505 3334
www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com

Call or visit today.
45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ

0121 505 3334
www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-1.00pm

Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience.
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering
and tiling

Harpal’s encouraging
others to Speak Up
HELPING patients receive 
the right care and looking 
after the hospital workforce 
– nothing is too much trouble 
for Harpal Tiwana.

Twenty four years ago she start-
ed in the NHS at the tender age 
of 16, and is now the Assistant 
Service Manager at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham NHS Trust, 
making sure thousands of pa-
tients receive the right care at the 
right time in the right place. 

Her role sees her support a range 
of services within the trust, such as 
rheumatology, dermatology, diabetes 
and endocrinology, medical infusion, 
and the sexual health service.

She said: “I ensure everything is run 
like clockwork. All clinics need to be 
fully utilised, patients need to be seen 
and treated within national targets, 
and if clinicians suddenly become un-
available, I have to make quick deci-
sions so that patients can still be seen.

Experience
“I work in a fast-paced environ-

ment, but I love all of it. Being able 
to enhance the patient experience is a 
privilege.”

Harpal is a familiar face within the 
trust, not only for her long years dedi-
cated to working for the organisation, 
but also for her important role as a 
Freedom to Speak Up Guardian.

“At our trust, we encourage staff to 
speak up about any concern that they 
have, so actions can be taken to re-
solve them. Sometimes, all staff need 
is to be able to talk to someone who 
they can trust, and that’s how my role 
comes into place,” she added.

“There are nine of us who are Free-
dom to Speak Up Guardians within 

the organisation. We give staff the 
confidence to speak up and make sure 
their issues are looked into. I think it’s 
very important that employees feel 
they are able to raise concerns as when 
they do, change happens.”

Mum-of-one Harpal, from Smeth-
wick, started working at the trust after 
finishing her GCSEs. She recalled: 
“When I left school, I accidentally fell 
into working in the NHS and I have 
never looked back since.

“I started as a medical secretary, 
working at City Hospital. I then had 
the privilege to work alongside Pro-
fessor Caroline Gordon, one of the top 
Lupus experts in the country. After 10 
years, I was promoted to senior medi-
cal secretary. I think one of my career 
highlights was when the Lupus clinic 
at City Hospital was recognised as a 
centre of excellence – it really made 

me proud. In August, I was appointed 
Assistant Service Manager and I feel 
like with my new role, I’m making a 
difference to patients on a larger scale 
as I’m more involved in running the 
services efficiently and making im-
provements.”

Despite her busy schedule, Harpal 
has still managed to complete her 
Bachelor’s degree in Strategic Market-
ing Management. She said: “I just love 
learning and exploring new things.” 
So who inspires her? She said: “My 
colleagues are my unsung heroes. Not 
many people know about the work of 
the administration teams as they don’t 
really see it, but they are the backbone 
of the organisation.”

In her spare time, Harpal enjoys 
reading crime novels, listening to 
music, and spending time with her 
husband and eight-year-old son.

ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie-
ty of jobs.

Sandwell and West Birming-
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations.

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally.
LAST year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight:
HARPAL TIWANA  
Assistant Service Manager

NHS HEROES
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   What are Dental Implants?

Telephone: 0121 500 6104/07720 902647  |  www.divinedentistry.co.uk
Divine Dentistry, Asden House, 1-5 Victoria Street, West Bromwich B70 8ET

Dental Implants are essentially a substitute for a
natural root, they are placed in the jaw bone in a
position where you have a missing tooth.

Once fi tted they provide the foundation for either a replacement single tooth, 
Can be used in combination with other implants to support bridgework or stabilise

dentures. What are the advantages of dental Implants? Dental Implants will replace a
missing tooth or teeth without using your existing teeth.

Th is can be advantageous
because a bridge may involve 
compromising a good tooth, 
which may shorten its lifespan in
some cases.

It may be that many teeth are
missing, in which case implants
are the only option.

Denture stabilisation can
only be achieved eff ectively with 
dental implants.

BRANDON WAY CAFE

Eat in and Take Away
Specials Available : Faggots & Peas,

Chilli & Chips, Fish & Chips, Burger & Chips

Unit 1 Brandon Way Industrial Estate B70 9PW 

0121 553 6054

Mon - Fri 7.00am - 1.30pm
Saturday  7.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Open

SKSKSK

www.skijewellers.co.uk

SKSKSK
JewellersJewellersJewellersJewellersJewellersJewellers

Bringout the
BeautyofGOLD

Tel: 0121 553 7456
email: shiv@skjewellers.co.uk | High Street, West Bromwich

Phones from £20

CESSORIES AND MORE...ACC

• Batteries & Speakers

• Unlocks

• Data Transfers

• Virus Removal

• Mobile Phone
Screen Replacement

• Warranty &
Professional repair

• While You Wait
Repair

MOBILE, TABLET AND PC

REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES

AND MODELS

Unit 32, Queens Square
Shopping Centre,

West Bromwich B70 7NJ
T: 0121 525 4329

Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 5:30pm

10 Townsend Place,
Kingswinford

DY6 9JL
T: 01384 295395

Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6:00pm

E: info@fonestech.co.uk www.fonestech.com

Water
Damage
Smashed
Screens

Struggling
Claire’s may
shut store

Fees may 
be cut to 
help trade

CLAIRE’S is considering 
a raft of British store clo-
sures as the troubled fash-
ion accessories chain be-
comes the latest high street 
firm to struggle.

The company, which 
has an outlet in West Bro-
mwich, is believed to be 
talking to restructuring 
firms regarding a number 
of options, one of which is 
thought to include a Com-
pany Voluntary Arrange-
ment (CVA), a controversial 
insolvency procedure used 
to shed under-performing 
sites.

Claire’s has more than 
350 stores in the UK and 
dozens of concessions, ac-
cording to its most recent 
accounts.

Fears that the UK chain 
could disappear from high 
streets mounted earlier this 
year after its US parent, 
Claire’s Stores Inc, filed for 
bankruptcy.

Tribute to Sharon after 30
years with All Saints troupe

AN amateur dramatics perform-
er who died after more than three 
decades with a West Bromwich 
theatre group is being remembered 
at its upcoming show.

Sharon Cooper, aged 59, was part of All 
Saints Players for over 30 years working 
both on and off stage. She will be hon-
oured with an obituary within the pro-
gramme for the group’s play next month.

All Saints Players perform It Could Be Any 
One of Us, by Alan Ayckbourn, from Novem-
ber 6 to 9.

Directed
Miss Cooper started as a member of the 

group, which stages productions at All Saints 
Church, in All Saints Way, in 1985. 

Over the years she performed and directed 
in plays as well as being company secretary. 

Her last performance was in Out of Sight...
Out of Murder, by Fred Carmichael, in May 
2016 when she played Fiona.

Miss Cooper was born and raised in West 
Bromwich and worked as a civil servant.

She suffered ill health in recent years and 
died on May 20, 2018. 

Group spokesman Ken Ford said: “She was 
stalwart of our group being a brilliant actress, 
director and our company secretary for many 
years. She designed and printed all the pro-
grammes, posters and tickets for all our plays. 
At one time she used to print a news sheet 
called ASPS Footlights.”

CUTS to traders’ fees could 
be extended to save the 
long-suffering West Brom-
wich Indoor Market.

Sandwell Council bosses 
will look to keep rents 
slashed by a quarter in a 
bid to save businesses. 

It follows a desperate 
plea from traders who have 
struggled at the site follow-
ing an accelerated decline 
over the last year. The mar-
ket has been trading prof-
itably since its opening in 
1973 but has recently been 
losing traders in droves.

A change in habits and 
additional shopping devel-
opments nearby, such as 
New Square, is said to have 
contributed to its recent 
downfall. Last September, 
when the discount was in-
troduced, council bosses 
said the reduction in rent 
fees would be on a six-
month temporary basis.

Calls now been made 
for another extension. 
Sandwell Council leader 
Steve Eling, said: “We did 
a discount because we were 
having difficulty letting the 
stalls in the indoor market. 

“We talked to the trad-
ers, they said it would en-
courage us if the rents were 
lower. One of the issues 
had been that the owners of 
shops in places of the town 
centre had been offering 
deals for people to take on 
empty shops. 

“We said we will drop 
the rent of the market for 
six months. Dropping the 
rent has meant that the 
market stalls are thriving 
now. The impact has been 
significant.”

FOCUS ON WEST BROMWICH

Bargains
jobs boost
A NEW Bargain Buys store 
has opened in West Brom-
wich, creating 30 new jobs.

The shop has opened 
at New Square Shopping 
Centre, in the old Pound-
world unit, and is the 14th 
such premises to be taken 
over by the retailer.

Steve Burr, centre man-
ager at New Square, added: 
“This is a fantastic new 
addition to New Square’s 
line up of stores. Bargain 
Buys offers brilliant value 
to customers.”

Report by David Banner

Sharon seen during a rehearsal of a former production by All Saints PlayersA tribute will be paid to Sharon Cooper

18

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, O
ct

ob
er

 1
8,

 2
01

8



We serve Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch, Tea, Coff ee & Cakes, world
class wines, beers and spirits seven days per week from 10am

Wednesday Evenings Irish musical
entertainment from 8pm  Th e World

Famous “THE TWO PATS” make a return 
to the West Midlands aft er 20 years “ I 

have been waiting for a venue that echoes 
our love for traditional food, drink and
Irish Music as much as we do” said Pat

Brennan one
of the Two

Pats, audience
participation 

welcomed!

Friday and Saturday Evenings
Jonathans Restaurant Traditional

Great British Fine Cuisine 
From 7pm

Sunday Lunch
Jonathans Restaurant

Traditional Great British
Unhurried

lunch time dining

Wednesday Evenings starting 17th October
Th e Two Pats unique Irish musical entertainment

Traditional Irish food available from 6pm-9pm, Bar from 6pm-11pm & the music starts 8pm- 11pm
Th ursday Evening starting 18th October

Th e Bearwood Trad Trio play Traditional Irish Jigs & Reels
Traditional Irish food available from 6pm-9pm, 

Bar from 6pm-11pm & the music starts at 8pm -11pm
We are doing our bit to keep music live

Th ursday 
Evenings
For lovers 

of Irish
Trad, if 
you’re a 

purist of the highest quality jigs & reels then 
look no further, Th e Bearwood Trad Trio
formed specially to play at Jonathans in the

Park. Th e trio are some of the fi nest trad 
musicians in the world! On fl ute - Patsy
Moloney, On Fiddle - Cathy Kingcome, 

On Button accordion - Kevin Maher

Jonathans in the Park, Tearoom by Day, 
Restaurant by Night!

“Come along to experience the ambience and the taste of yesteryear”

Lightwoods House, Bearwood, B67 5DP | 0121 420 1888 |  FREE PARKING  | www.jonathansinthepark.com 
Booking advised

Football stars pay tribute 
to a Black Country legend
FORMER players, friends 
and family came together 
to celebrate the life of Black 
Country football great Dun-
can Edwards at a tribute 
dinner.

From his Dudley roots to his cham-
pionship winning days with Man-
chester United as a member of the 
Busby Babes and England caps – the 

event paid homage to his lasting leg-
acy. Among the guests for the dinner 
at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley 
Hill were former Wolves, Villa, Pres-
ton and Manchester United manager 
Tommy Docherty and West Brom-
wich Albion captain and Welsh In-
ternational Graham Williams. 

They were joined by Manchester 
United coach Nicky Butt, Wolves 
legend Steve Bull and Halesowen 

Town Football Club president Colin 
Brookes, a former United apprentice.

Mr Docherty said: “This is a won-
derful tribute to a wonderful foot-
baller and most of all a wonderful 
man. He was the greatest player I 
played against and that was in an era 
of some fantastic footballers.”

Mr Williams, who served in the 
army at the same time as Duncan, 
said: “He was a fantastic footballer 

who just seemed so big and powerful. 
I was a confident player and fright-
ened of no-one but I couldn’t see how 
I could match up to him. 

“This a wonderful tribute to him 
and as a West Brom man I hope the 
Black Country is truly proud of as 
they say today, ‘one of our own’.” 

School friends were at the cele-
bration dinner as well as some of his 
relatives. Jim Bradley, who attended 

Priory Primary School with Duncan, 
said: “He was a great bloke who was 
never boastful but could easily have 
been because he was such an amaz-
ing footballer.

“Sadly, we never got to know how 
good he might have been as he was 
taken from us too soon but we’ll 
never forget him.”

A new book, Black Country Boy to 
Red Devil, pays homage to Edwards.

The Duncan Edwards tribute dinner was held at the Copthorne Hotel, 
to mark 60 years since his death following the Munich air disaster

Relative Gordon Edwards at the dinner with former Wolves, 
Villa, Preston and Manchester United manager Tommy Docherty

Duncan’s relatives with Manchester United representatives 
including former star player Nicky Butt, United’s head youth coach

Manchester United apprentice Dermot Mee with coach Nicky 
Butt, representing Duncan’s former club

Steve Bull with the Duncan Edwards book 
written by Jim Cadman and Iain McCartney

Halesowen Town President Colin Brookes 
with daughter club chairman Karen Brookes 

Pop star Becky
is forced to
postpone tour
POP star and former Bewdley barmaid 
Becky Hill has been forced to cancel the re-
mainder of her UK tour on doctor’s orders 
after pulling out of her Thursday night 
show in Leeds last week.

It was a tumultuous week for Hill who 
performed outside Manchester’s O2 Acad-
emy venue the previous Tuesday in a bid 
to ease the disappointment of fans after the 
gig was cancelled due to a burst pipe. 

The former contestant on TV’s The 
Voice, who was mentored by Jessie J, then 
had to call off her Leeds gig due to problems 
with her voice, which also meant cancella-
tion of Friday’s Birmingham O2 Institute 
gig and concerts in Nottingham, Bristol and 
London.

In a message to fans via Twitter, she said: 
“I’ve just left the specialist ENT clinic and 
I’m so gutted to say this but I’m having to 
postpone the rest of my tour. The doctor 
has put me on full vocal rest to recover.”

But she did promise to reschedule the 
shows, adding: “These shows are 100 per 
cent being rescheduled so please hold on to 
your tickets and await further news in the 
next few days. I’m so, so sorry but I promise 
you the rescheduled dates are gonna be the 
best vocal performances ever.”

The singer has appeared on a string of 
hit dance tracks since her breakthrough on 
The Voice in 2012. Her most recent hit is 
Back & Forth with MK and Jonas Blue.

Community backs
effort for disaster
MOSQUES and community leaders in Bir-
mingham took part in a national day of ac-
tion to raise funds for victims of the tsuna-
mi and earthquake in Indonesia. 

Islamic Relief organised the day of help 
on October 12 to raise funds for the Disas-
ters Emergency Committee. 

Birmingham Central Mosque held a rally 
and collection after Friday prayers to help 
raise funds for the appeal. 

Adil Riaz, senior fundraising manager for 
the Midlands, said: “The scale of the dis-
aster in Indonesia is immense. More than 
2,000 people have died, but as the rescue 
period is now over, the death tolls looks set 
to rise beyond 7,000. 

“Over 200,000 people are in urgent need 
of food, water, health care and shelter.”
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Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figuresmpg (litres/100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall Crossland, Grandland X, Mokka X and
Corsa range: Urban: 30.7 (9.2) – 64.2 (4.4), Extra–urban: 46.3 (6.1) – 80.7 (3.5), Combined: 39.2 (7.2) – 70.6 (4.0). CO2 emissions 167 – 105g/km.#
All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as TWall Garages, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Halesowen Motor House, Worcester Carsales
Limited trading as Stourbridge Motor House.We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received.
Model shown are Crossland X Elite, Grandland X Elite Nav, Mokka X Active and Corsa SRi VX-Line Nav Black. Offer subject to availability, on selectedmodels at participating Retailers only. Conditional sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicantsmust be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall
Finance, CF15 7YT. 24–60month termsavailable.Offer applies toprivate individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1–24vehicles.Offers available onorders or registrationsbetween2October to 17December 2018. #Fuel consumptiondata andCO2 emissiondata aredeterminedusing
theWorldwide harmonized Light vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP), and the relevant values are translated back to allow the comparability intoNEDC, according to regulationsR (EC) No. 715/2007, R (EU) No. 2017/1153 andR (EU) No. 2017/1151. The values do not take into account in particular use
and driving conditions, equipment or options andmay vary on the format of tyres. Formore information on official fuel consumption andCO2 emission values, please read the guideline ‘Guideline for fuel consumption, CO2 emissions of newpassenger cars’ freely available in all points of sale
or atwww.vauxhall.co.uk/WLTPVauxhallMotors Limited reserves the right to change, amendorwithdraw this offer at anypoint in time. Correct at timeof print.

Now in range.
Available with 5 years 0%APR.

Dudley Motor Company
Dudley 01384 454100

Halesowen Motor House
Halesowen 0121 503 0001

T Wall Garages
Kingswinford 01384 288333

Stourbridge Motor House
Stourbridge 01384 447970

Take care of funeral costs, and
you’re taking care of them.

It’s as simple as that.

We all enjoy doing things for our 
family. And often it’s the little things 
that mean the most. It could even be 
something as simple as covering
the cost of your 
funeral in advance.
That’s why we 
recommend Golden 
Charter Funeral Plans. 

With a plan in place 
you can specify your wishes and 
take care of the funeral director’s 
costs included in your plan at today’s 
prices. It’s a way to beat the ever-
rising cost of funerals, and get peace 
of mind.
Not just for yourself, but for your 
family too.To find out more, call us today

S Webb & Son Ltd
17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury,

West Midlands WS10 7HQ.

Call (0121) 556 0056

Peace of mind for you and your family

Protection against rising funeral costs

From the UK’s largest funeral plan provider

S.WEBB & SON LTD.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

‘Speakeasy’ bar opens up in city

A NEW bar has been opened at Arena Birmingham which 
will take revellers on a nostalgia trip back in time to the 
1920s. 

The Garrison opened at the live events venue, formerly 
the NIA, for a gig by Jeff Lynne’s ELO last week.

The intimate 60-person capacity bar aims to transport 
customers back to the  height of the notorious Birmingham 

street gang the Peaky Blinders. Customers will be served 
by staff in period dress with themed drinks including their 
range of Peaky Blinder ales and Peaky Blinder spiced gin.

Nick Cole, Amadeus General Manager, Arena Birming-
ham, said: ““We believe our new speakeasy will resonate 
with our visitors and become a destination where people 
want to be seen.”

Fines over illegal workers
FOUR shop owners were 
fined a combined £45,000 af-
ter being found to be using 
illegal workers.

Immigration enforcement officials 
made the discoveries when visiting 
Chunky Chick-Inn in Smethwick, as 
well as Perton Wines and Spirits, in 
Perton, and Galley Grill and Madni 
Store, in Lye.

The inspection visits were made be-
tween October 5 last year and January 
11. Chunky Chick-Inn have since been 
taken over by new owners. Perton 

Wines and Spirits no longer operates. 
The fines were listed in a publication 
from Immigration Enforcement called 
Illegal civil penalties Midlands and 
East of England.

Comply
They were for January 1 to March 

31, but it was only published last 
month.

A Home Office spokesman said: 
“Employers should remember to carry 
out simple ‘right to work’ checks be-
fore they employ staff. It is vital that 

businesses comply with the law, oth-
erwise they leave themselves open to a 
heavy financial penalty.”

Chunky Chick-Inn (Birmingham 
Takeaway Limited) is based in Cape-
hill, Smethwick. 

It was visited on November 16 and 
a £10,000 fine was given on January 
16 for one illegal worker found on the 
premises.

A company called Smokey Chicken 
Ltd took over Chunky Chick-Inn in 
June, according to the shop’s man-
ager. He said he knew ‘nothing’ about 
the fine.

Inside the bar, The Garrison, at Arena Birmingham themed around the 1920s and the Peaky Blinders
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If you’re looking for a break away with some
dazzling entertainment then why not book one of
our exciting London theatre breaks.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel from Walsall, Cannock &

Wolverhampton

� Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star hotel outside London
with full English breakfast

� Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)

� Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

from2 Days by Coach £99

Departing Thu 31 Jan & Thu 28 Feb

LONDON
THEATRE SPECIAL

From
£99

from£99 from£99

from£129 from£119

from£109 from£129Best Seat in the House
For stalls and dress circle, please

call for detail
s!

in association with

For more information or
to book, please call:

or visit online at:

Quote OMRT03300 130 051
omegabreaks.com/RT 033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Operated by Just Go Holidays Ltd trading as Omega Breaks. Coach package holidays and short breaks are subject to Omega Breaks terms and conditions and are financially protected by a bond
held with Bonded Coach Holiday Group (BCHG). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twn room.

AI249067_v1_67

WalsallChronicle

Your Chronicle

To find out more about advertising in the
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31

41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%)

Firs

GET CUSTOMERS
SHOPPING
ADVERTISE

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014
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Few entertainers have enjoyed a
career as remarkable as Sir Cliff
Richard’s.
The evergreen singer has released 103

albums, 123 singles and has spent the
equivalent of 20 years in the UK charts. It all
began 60 years ago with the hit single Move It.
He was voted Britain’s Ultimate Pop Star and

will be celebrating his 60th anniversary in the
music business on Saturday at Symphony Hall,
Birmingham, with his tour 58–18=60th Tour.
The show comes 25 years after his first visit

to Symphony Hall and it will be Sir Cliff’s fifth
performance at the event.
Sir Cliff has a number of celebrity fans and

BBC Radio 2’s Ken Bruce has described him
as a one-off: “To sustain any career for 60
years is amazing. To do it in the field of music
is rare indeed and Cliff has achieved it with
style and quality throughout.”
Sir Cliff is simply happy to still be around:

“I am so happy that I will be doing a tour to
celebrate my 60th Anniversary in the music
business.
“I cannot believe it is already 10 years since

my 50th Anniversary in 2008 – so much has
happened, and I’m very grateful that fans
have kept me busy. I am truly delighted to be
performing the 58-18=60 Tour . . . I simply
can’t wait.
“When I started I was 17 and so in those

days, the thought of being 60 – well, I don’t
think we thought we’d reach the age of 60 let
alone still be recording.”
The tour marks his return after ‘years of

hell’ caused by false sex abuse claims and
coincides with his new record, Rise Up,
recorded in Miami

Cliff back on stage

Sir Cliff Richard returns with
a new album and tour

Hugh Dennis, star of Outnumbered,
Not Going Out and Mock The Week,
stars in new festive comedy The
Messiah, which is at Birmingham
Rep from tonight (Thursday) until
October 27, before it heads to
London for a West End run.
It also stars opera singer Lesley Garrett

and Coventry-born comedy actor John
Marquez, best known for his role as PC Joe
Penhale in hit ITV series, Doc Martin.
The action centres on a travelling theatre

troupe of two actors and a singer who aim
to masterfully enact the greatest story ever
told. Maurice Rose, played by Dennis, is
joined by the alarmingly unpredictable
Ronald Bream RAC (Marquez), and the
distinguished diva Mrs Doreen Small
(Garrett), in a Christmas comedy created
by Patrick Barlow, who is also directing,
previously had a major West End hit with his
affectionate revamp of The 39 Steps.
Dennis agreed to star because of his

friendship with Barlow, saying: “Patrick is
a very funny man. A very, very funny man.
The Messiah is a kind of rewritten revival of
a show he did with Jim Broadbent in 1983. I
loved the script and I honestly think it’s just
great. It’s about two middle aged men who
are putting on a nativity play, and a lot of it’s
also about angst and loss and midlife crisis.
It’s a funny piece.
“It’s a good team though and Lesley is

great. She’s lovely. She’s very up for it.
There’s a lot of physical stuff in it. We all
have to pretend to be riding camels.”

Multi-million selling producer, artist
and DJ, Sigala has announced
a huge UK tour will celebrate
the release of debut album
Brighter Days by headlining
at Birmingham’s O2 Institute
tomorrow night (Friday).
With the record featuring no less than

six top 10 singles, fans will get the chance
to witness an artist at the top of his game
who has achieved so much success, yet
remains unusually low key.
“I’ve made it my mission to stay behind

the scenes and let the music do its thing
while I live a normal life,” he said.
“I’ve never once been noticed on the

street, only at a Sigala concert, obviously.
I’m a normal guy with a pretty normal
upbringing and I like my privacy.”
Then on Saturday, across the city at the

O2 Academy, American rapper Rick Ross
will aim to live up to his one-time MTV tag
as the hottest MC on the scene.
He released his debut single, Hustlin’ in

2006, then became the subject of a bidding
war, receiving offers from Diddy’s Bad Boy
Entertainment and Irv Gotti’s Murder Inc,
before signing a multi-million dollar deal
with Jay Z’s Def Jam Records.
His first two albums, Port Of Miami and

Trilla, both topped the US chart and a
decade ago he founded the record label
Maybach Music Group, on which he has
released six studio albums with the most
recent being Rather You Than Me last year.

Festive fun
as trio follow
star to Brum

Weekend of
top DJ and
leading MC



Dovecote
The

pub & carvery
Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 0SD

0121 556 0008

7 DAY CARVERY7 DAY CARVERY

function
room for...

Wedding Receptions,
Birthday Parties,
Anniversaries and
Funerals

FISH AND
CHIP DAY
EVERY FRIDAY

ALL DAY

BONFIRE DISCO & KARAOKE
SATURDAY 3RD NOVEMBER

Christmas Bookings Now Being Taken

MOST POPULAR

NOMINATED

£4.49 Monday - Saturday • £6.79 Sunday
Food served : Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 | Sundays 12:00-17:30

To Advertise Your Pub, Restaurant or Venue Here Please Call Your
Entertainment Sales Representative Daniel Eccles on 01384 353227

To find out more about advertising in the
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31

41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%)

SHOPPERS
CHECK OUT
LOCAL
ADVERTISING

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014

22

S
a
n
d
w
e
ll
C
h
ro
n
ic
le
Th
ur
sd
ay
,O
ct
ob
er
18
,2
01
8

Brush shoulders with
stars at Club Tropicana
X Factor winner and star of Joseph and his Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcast, Joe McElderry, will lead the cast
in new 1980s musical Club Tropicana, which arrives on
tour at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre next year.
Packed with pop classics including Girls Just Wanna

Have Fun, Take On Me, Just Can’t Get Enough and
The Look of Love, the feel-good show will celebrate the
age when hair was big, shoulders were padded and
mobile phones were like bricks. Joining Joe will be Neil
McDermott (Ryan Malloy in EastEnders), Kate Robbins
(from TV’s Dinnerladies), and former Sugababe Amelle
Berrabah making her musical theatre debut.
It is set at the Club Tropicana Hotel – the 1980s answer

to Love Island – where the drinks are free and everyone
seeks a tan-tastic time. When a bride and groom get
cold feet, they each decide to jet off to sunnier climes to
ponder their prospective nuptials but end up at the same
hotel. Tickets are on sale for Club Tropicana The Musical
at grandtheatre.co.uk or by calling the box office on 01902
429212.

Birmingham rockers Editors will return for a home city
headline concert when they line-up at the O2 Academy
tomorrow (Friday) in support of their new album Violence.
Frontman Tom Smith has used the word ‘brutal’ to
describe the album.
Editors are six albums into their career, having broken

through in 2005 with The Back Room before topping the
chart with their second and third albums, An End Has A
Start and In This Light And On This Evening. They have
undergone a number of line-up changes, most notably
with the departure in 2012 of guitarist Chris Urbanowicz,
but Tom says they still find ways to reinvent themselves.
“When you’re doing something creative, if you feel like

you’re repeating yourself, that’s the enemy If you feel
like you’re just rehashing old ideas, it gets stale. It’s the
complete opposite of what being creative should be.
“People often comment on the darkness or bleakness.

But for the people that like the band, there are chinks
of light and hope in these songs. Maybe our shows are
group therapy sessions but people aren’t crying, there’s a
lot of smiles.”

Bleak and brutal but
Editors fans still smiling

Fans will be showing Another
Love for Tom Odell when
his tour stops off at the O2
Academy in Birmingham
on Sunday, where he can
introduce his new album
Jubilee Road.
It is the 27-year-old singer-

songwriter’s third album. Packed with

grandstanding melodies, Jubilee
Road intertwines stories of the time
Tom spent living in a house in a
terraced street in East London.
Choosing to fictionalise the

address to preserve his former
neighbours’ privacy, the listener is
drawn into affecting real-life dramas,
from gamblers in the betting shop
(Queen Of Diamonds) to the bitter-
sweet celebration of Wedding Day.

Tom said: “The lyrics are inspired
by the lives of the friends I made
while living there. I recorded most of
the songs in the living room of the
house. If I listen back closely, I can
still hear the sound of the old man’s
television shows coming through the
walls from next door, kids from the
house opposite playing football in the
street and my girlfriend’s footsteps on
the wooden floorboards.”

Multi-platinum artist Darius Rucker
first found fame as the lead singer
and rhythm guitarist of rock band
Hootie & the Blowfish but has since
re-introduced himself to the world
as a country singer, with massive
success in America.
He has released four consecutive

albums to top the Billboard Country
albums chart and has attracted a
whole new legion of fans.
The singer and songwriter from

South Carolina will play a rare UK
solo gig at Birmingham’s Symphony
Hall on Sunday and the show has
already sold out.
Darius said: “As a kid, I was into Al

Green, Gladys Knight and the Pips
but as I got older I started listening to
all sorts of music, including country.
Whenever I sing any of those genres,

I’m singing about what the music
makes me feel. Now, when I write
country songs, there’s a difference
because a country audience wants a
story every time.”
In 2014 Rucker won his third

Grammy award for best solo country
performance for his four times
platinum selling cover of Old Crow
Medicine Show’s Wagon Wheel off
his album, True Believers.
Rucker’s first two country albums,

Learn To Live and Charleston, SC
1966 produced five no1 hits stateside
including Come Back Song, This,
Alright, It Won’t Be Like This For Long
and Don’t Think I Don’t Think About It.
Fourth album Southern Style features
country chart-topper Homegrown
Honey, and his latest album is When
Was The Last Time.

Friends and neighbours
inspire Tom’s new songs

It’s a story every time
from Hootie’s country star

Singer and pianist Tom Odell

Darius Rucker
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HISTORIC YORK
& the Dales

GREAT YARMOUTH
& the Norfolk Broads

FOLKESTONE & FRANCE
Weekend

Departing Monday 11 Feb
Join us on this break to beautiful Yorkshire. We explore the rolling
hills and panoramic landscapes of the Yorkshire Dales plus the
lovely medieval city of York. We also have the option to visit the
spa towns of picturesque Knaresborough and elegant Harrogate.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel from Walsall & Wolverhampton
� 4 nights at a selected hotel in the Leeds area with dinner &

breakfast
� 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
� Excursions to York, Skipton Market & Grassington
Optional excursion to Knaresborough & Harrogate (£9pp)

Departing Monday 18 Feb
Great Yarmouth is a lovely coastal resort blessed with golden
sands. We combine old-fashioned seaside charm with beautiful
countryside as we explore the famous Norfolk Broads, Britain’s
largest protected wetland, scattered with charming towns and
villages.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel from Walsall & Wolverhampton
� 4 nights at the Waverley Hotel, Great Yarmouth with dinner &

breakfast
� 99p bar (7pm-10pm) on selected drinks
� Entertainment some nights
� Excursions to Aldeburgh & the Norfolk Broads by coach

(Wroxham, Horning & Potter Heigham)

Departing Friday 1 Mar
This weekend break includes a trip across the Channel to the pretty
seaside town of Boulogne-sur-Mer, with its domed cathedral and
medieval quarter. There’s also the opportunity to visit Canterbury,
one of the most important cathedral cities in the country.

Your break includes
� Return coach travel and ferry crossings from Walsall &

Wolverhampton
� 3 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone with dinner &

breakfast
� 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
� Entertainment every night
� Excursion to Boulogne-sur-Mer
Optional excursion to Canterbury (£7pp)

5 Days by Coach only £149.99 5 Days by Coach only £149.99 4 Days by Coach only £119.99
Single supplement £50 Single supplement £50 Single supplement £37.50

in association with

Operated by Just Go! Holidays Ltd. Coach package holidays and short breaks are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions and are financially protected by a bond held with Bonded Coach Holiday Group (BCHG). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twn room.

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit us
online atQuote JGRT

033 numbers are free within
inclusive minutes packages
otherwise standard rates apply. justgoholidays.com/RT03332 341 875

WalsallChronicle

Your Chronicle

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

Fill in the grid
above so that
every column,
every row and
each of the 3x3
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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Across Down

Quick Clues:

1. Witticism (10)

7. Redden (5)

8. Confound (7)

10. Shy (8)

11. Measure (4)

13. In words (6)

15. Most certain (6)

17. Chief (4)

18. Keep (8)

21. Learned (7)

22. Deduce (5)

23. Plague (10)

1. Teems (5)

2. Airy (8)

3. Transgressor (6)

4. Not any (4)

5. Allay (7)

6. Shorten (10)

9. True love (10)

12. Interrogate (8)

14. Hermit (7)

16.  Trial (6)

19. Plunder (5)

20. Inventory (4)

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC – Across: 6 Stilton; 7 Robot; 9 Pod;
10 Red Indian; 12 Fingerprint; 15 Joined issue;
17 In arrears; 19 Bee; 21 Henna; 22 Epitaph.
Down: 1 Stool; 2 Eli; 3 Dome; 4 Wonderful;
5 Hosanna; 8 Fibres; 11 Signorina; 13 Gadget;
14 Bouncer; 16 Tempo; 18 Ripe; 20 Sty.
QUICK – Across: 6 Liberal; 7 Quail; 9 Cow;
10 Stretcher; 12 Deliverance; 15 Story-teller;
17 Provender; 19 Dry; 21 Death; 22 Asperse.
Down: 1 Pilot; 2 Bet; 3 Vast; 4 Purchaser;
5 Licence; 8 Reveal; 11 Depravity; 13 Intent;
14 Started; 16 Gross; 18 Else; 20 Wet.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues – 
both fit the same grid.

1. An entertaining job 
for a girl who likes 
travel (3-7)

7. To be paid nothing 
to fly (5)

8. Crooked dealing 
straightened 
out (7)

10. Put on grave 
attire? (8)

11. Unchanging 
instruction written 
in haste to 
printers (4)

13. Cry of the 
shrike (6)

15. It stands still and 
marks time (6)

17. Cut off a weed (4)
18. Postal packet that 

goes 
overseas (4-4)

21. He saves various 
changes (7)

22. Determined to 
fight (3-2)

23. Woman who has 
no-one to mow her 
lawn? (5,5)

1. Somehow raise a 

sign on high (5)

2. A dredger to be 

considered (8)

3. Pop a question 

that’s somewhat 

obscure (6)

4. A child of two (4)

5. Private study (7)

6. Solemn character 

becomes less 

reckless on a 

fateful day (10)

9. The tide at noon 

makes a noise (10)

12. Carefully examined 

any leads 

broken (8)

14. Make a successful 

come-back as an 

upholsterer? (7)

16. It’s in one’s bones 

to spoil a fight (6)

19. A sign that your 

car’s not 

working? (2,3)

20. Fiddlesticks! (4)

Codeword

SudokuDouble Crossword

1. In Greek mythology, who was rejected by 
Narcissus and pined away, leaving only her 
voice?

2. Edda is the name given to two collections 
of early literature from which country?

3. What is a jota?
4. What is the smallest territorial subdivision 

in Christian church administration?
5. With whom did Lord Alfred Douglas have a 

scandalous affair?

6. Who manufactured a typewriter and a rifle 
that bear his name?

7. Which animal’s head did the Egyptian 
goddess Sekhmet have?

8. On which lake is the port of Milwaukee?
9. What is commemorated in the Jewish 

festival of Purim?
10. Who were voted Best British group at the 

2002 Brit Awards?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Brazilian; 2 Afghanistan; 3 The Star 

Chamber; 4 Jim Dale; 5 Pronouns; 

6 Orang-utan; 7 Brigitte Bardot; 8 Pressure; 

9 Androcles; 10 Bass Strait.

Niner:  BOULEVARD

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues 
and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word 
which uses all nine letters.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

5753 gives a flower,
1298 gives a second flower,
49681 gives a third flower.

NinerQuiz

BRAIN GYM No.502

23

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll C
h

ro
n

ic
le

  Thursday, O
ctober 18, 2018



STAND OUT
FROM YOUR
RIVALS
Advertise your business
on the Express & Star website
www.expressandstar.com

To find out how you can benefit call
MNA Digital on 01902 319730

BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30 Raymond Blanc: How to
Cook Well. (R) 12.00 Football Focus.
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Youth
Olympics Highlights. Action from the
multi-sports competition in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. 2.15 Bargain Hunt. (R)
3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00
Final Score. 5.10 BBC News. 5.20
Regional Programme. 5.25 Invictus
Games 2018.
6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander

Armstrong and Richard Osman
present as famous sitcom actors
take part in the general knowledge
quiz, in which they try to come up
with the least likely correct
answers to a series of questions
posed to members of the public.
The contestants are Nerys
Hughes, Victor McGuire, Shobu
Kapoor, Abdullah Afzal, Guy Siner,
Sue Hodge, Perry Benson and
Jake Canuso.

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly
and Claudia Winkleman present
week five of the dancing
competition, with the 12 remaining
couples taking to the floor to
impress the judges and the
viewers at home. Bruno Tonioli
takes a break from the panel this
week, so Shirley Ballas, Darcey
Bussell and Craig Revel Horwood
are joined by Alfonso Ribeiro, star
of The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air and
2014 winner of the show’s US
counterpart Dancing with the
Stars.

8.35 Casualty. Ciara wakes up on the
floor surrounded by smashed
glass, and Joel insists on taking
her to the ED. Once alone, Ciara
apologises to Dylan for the
awkwardness of the situation, but
as she is discharged she collapses
and admits it could be her liver.
With the nursing team
understaffed, Charlie has to call
Duffy in – even though she has
recently undertaken a night shift.

9.25 Killing Eve. A female assassin is
taken into custody in Russia, and
Eve and Carolyn head out to
Moscow to negotiate access.

10.10BBC News; Weather.; National
Lottery Update.

10.30Match of the Day. Gary Lineker
presents the latest Premier League
highlights, including Chelsea v
Manchester United at Stamford
Bridge.

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.30Weather for
the Week Ahead. 12.35 BBC News.

6.45 Top Class. (R) 7.15 All Over the
Place: Europe. (R) 7.45Wild &Weird.
8.00 Absolute Genius with Dick & Dom.
(R) 8.30 Got What It Takes? 9.00
Elephant Diaries. (R) 9.30 Elephant
Diaries. (R) 10.00 Talk to the Animals.
(R) 11.00 Empire of the Desert Ants:
Natural World. (R) 12.00 The Incredible
Spice Men. (R) 12.30 Rick Stein: From
Venice to Istanbul. 1.30 Homes Under
the Hammer. (R) 2.30 David
Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. (R)
2.50 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside the
RAF. (R) 3.50 John Noakes: TV Hero. (R)
4.30 Blue Peter: Big 60th Birthday. (R)
5.30 A House Through Time. (R)
6.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring

puts the defence of the realm
before personal pride, resulting in
problems. Classic comedy with
the Home Guard, starring Arthur
Lowe. (R)

7.00 Mediterranean with Simon
Reeve. Simon explores Cyprus,
Lebanon, Israel and Gaza, going
on patrol with UN peacekeepers,
discovering the roots of
Christianity and crossing the
world’s most heavily fortified
borders. (R)

8.00 Elizabeth I’s Secret Agents.
Documentary examining the
network of spymasters and secret
agents that helped protect
Elizabeth I from assassination,
terror and treason for more than
40 years. (R)

9.00 Black Hollywood: ”They’ve Gotta
Have Us”. The rise of a new
generation of black film-makers in
the 1990s, as well as the
emergence of movie stars like
Eddie Murphy, Will Smith and
Denzel Washington.

10.00QI XL. Sandi Toksvig hosts an
extended version of the quiz in
which points are awarded for
interesting answers, with Aisling
Bea, Lee Mack, Jason Manford
and Alan Davies.

10.45Snowfall. Franklin’s dealers have
been straying into a rival Mexican
gang’s territory, and Kevin is not
satisfied with his failure to strike
back against his new rivals.

11.30Later Weekend with Jools
Holland. Paul Weller performs a
track from his recent album True
Meanings and there are also
performances by Sigrid, Jacob
Banks, Villagers and Joe
Bonamassa.

12.35 Film: Half of a Yellow Sun. (2013)
2.20 Trust. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Dino Dana. 6.10 Super 4. (R)
6.25 Super 4. (R) 6.35Make It Pop. (R)
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R)
7.05Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R)
7.15Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R)
7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show.
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: ToonMarty.
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Robozuna. 9.05
Scrambled!: Mighty Magiswords! (R)
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 James Martin’s
Saturday Morning. 11.40 The X Factor.
(R) 12.45 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 ITV
Racing Live from Ascot. Ed Chamberlin
and Francesca Cumani present coverage
of British Champions Day, headlined by
the 3.15 Queen Elizabeth II Stakes. Plus,
races at 1.25, 2.00, 2.40, 3.50 and 4.30.
5.00 ITV News; Weather. 5.10 Regional
Programme ; Weather.5.25 You’ve Been
Framed! Gold. (R) 5.55 Film: Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1.
(2010) The teenage wizard and his
friends search for the magical artefacts
that will allow them to destroy the evil
Voldemort. Fantasy adventure, with
Daniel Radcliffe and Ralph Fiennes.
8.25 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary

hosts the first of the live shows.
The remaining 16 acts will perform
to impress judges Simon Cowell,
Louis Tomlinson, Robbie Williams
and Ayda Williams – as well as the
viewing public at home. This year,
Simon will be coaching the Girls,
Louis has the Boys, Robbie will
take on the Groups and Ayda has
the Overs.

10.35The Jonathan Ross Show. The
host is joined in the famous green
room by guests Eric Idle,
Katherine Jenkins, Nish Kumar
and Chris O’Dowd.

11.35 ITV News; Weather.
11.55Play to the Whistle. Alan Shearer,

James Anderson and Jimmy Carr
join team captains Frank Lampard
and Bradley Walsh for the sports-
based comedy panel show, hosted
by Holly Willoughby. (R)

12.55 Jackpot247. Viewers get the
chance to participate in live interactive
gaming from the comfort of their sofas,
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and
lively chat from the presenting team.
3.00 Long Lost Family. Davina McCall
and Nicky Campbell try to reunite a
mother and daughter after almost 50
years apart, and help a father-of-three
from Kilmarnock track down his
estranged Croatian dad. (R) 3.50 ITV
Nightscreen. Text-based information
service.

6.10Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.40 Yorkshire
Marathon. 7.05 3rd Rock from the Sun.
(R) 7.30 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R)
8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory.
(R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R)
10.30 Heineken Champions Cup Rugby:
The Big Tackle. 11.30 The Simpsons. (R)
12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Live
Heineken Champions Cup Rugby.
Munster v Gloucester (Kick-off 1.00pm).
3.10 Car SOS. (R) 4.05 A Place in the
Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 The People’s
Vet. 5.35 Escape to the Chateau: DIY. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
6.55 Formula 1 United States Grand

Prix Practice 3 Live. Tom
Clarkson presents coverage from
the 18th round of the season at
Circuit of the Americas in Texas, as
drivers conclude their preparations
ahead of the qualifying session.

8.30 Formula 1 United States Grand
Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage of
the qualifying session (Start-time
10.00pm), as the drivers contest
starting grid positions at Circuit of
the Americas in Texas, ahead of
the 18th round of the season.
Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton
continued his dominance of this
event last year, qualifying on pole
position and winning the race
ahead of Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel.
Steve Jones presents, with
analysis from David Coulthard,
Mark Webber and Eddie Jordan.

11.35Film: Insidious: Chapter 3.
(2015) A gifted psychic uses her
powers to contact the dead to help
a girl who has been targeted by a
supernatural entity. Horror
prequel, starring Dermot Mulroney
and Stefanie Scott.

1.25 Experimental. Tim Shaw builds a
giant catapult to fire Buddy out of and a
propelled swivel chair. The duo also head
to Georgia to carry out a dangerous stunt
testing the science of acceleration. (R)
2.20 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Goldie offers
to help Jesse plan a party for Glenn’s
birthday now he is out of hospital, and
Grace finally puts her plan into action to
manipulate Jay into killing Glenn. (R)
4.30 Grand Designs New Zealand. A
couple plan to build a retirement home in
the tree canopy on the island of Waiheke,
but the land they have purchased for the
project proves hard to reach. (R) 5.25
Buy It Now. Tim showcases a tool to
minimise the clean-up after DIY, James
has an innovative product for the wine
cabinet and Kay and Johanna have
homemade gifts for kids. (R)

6.00Milkshake! 10.00 Rise of the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Rise
of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R)
10.35 Dogs Make you Laugh Out Loud 4.
(R) 11.00 The Wonderful World of
Puppies. (R) 12.00 Police Interceptors.
(R) 12.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.55
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.55 Film: Big
Daddy. (1999) Comedy, starring Adam
Sandler. 3.55 Access. 4.00 Film: Big
Daddy. (1999) Concluded. 4.50 Rich
House, Poor House. (R) 5.50 Bad
Tenants, Rogue Landlords. (R)
6.35 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away:

Final Demand. Documentary
giving an insight into cash-
strapped Britain from the
perspectives of debtors, creditors
and those who collect the
payments, including High Court
enforcement bailiffs and
repossession teams. The series
follows each case as it unfolds,
recording the thoughts and
feelings on both sides, the process
of repossession and the impact it
has on all involved. (R)

7.35 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away!
Sheriff Paul Bohill tackles the case
of a small debt owed by ex-
footballer Neil “Razor” Ruddock to
a kennel owner, before being
forced to evict a school dinner lady
in south London. Meanwhile, in
the north of England enforcement
agent Stewart MacCracken heads
out with trainee Iain Taylor to
confront a Yorkshire builder they
need to get payment from at his
home, while a reptile shop owner
hit by online competitors urgently
needs to pay a debt for the feed
company he relies on to keep his
animals alive. (R)

8.30 5 NewsWeekend.
8.35 Film: Beaches. (1988) Brash child

performer CC and rich girl Hillary
become unlikely friends when they
first meet at 11 years old. Years
later they are still close, but Hillary,
who is now a successful lawyer, is
stricken with a terminal illness. CC
goes to visit her and together they
reflect on the highs and lows of
their long, volatile relationship.
Drama, starring Bette Midler,
Barbara Hershey, John Heard and
Mayim Bialik.

9.35 5 News Update.
9.40 Film: Beaches. (1988) Concluded.
11.05Bette Midler: By Her Friends. (R)
12.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. (R)
12.15 SuperCasino. 2.50 Film: Eat Pray
Love. (2010) 5.00 Access.

BBC Four
7.00 Natural World: Beavers Behaving
Badly 8.00 Life Story 9.00 54 Hours: The
Gladbeck Hostage Crisis 10.30 There She
Goes 11.00 Top of the Pops: 1986 11.30
Glen Campbell: The Rhinestone Cowboy
12.30 Film: Hello Quo (2012) 1.50
Natural World: Beavers Behaving Badly
2.50 The Culture Show: Wars of the Heart
3.20 Close
ITV2
11.45 Film: License to Wed (2007)
12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 Film: License to
Wed (2007) 1.30 The X Factor 2.35 Film:
Step Up 2: The Streets (2008) 3.35 FYI
Daily 3.40 Film: Step Up 2: The Streets
(2008) 4.40 Film: Step Up 3 (2010) 5.40
FYI Daily 5.45 Film: Step Up 3 (2010)
6.55 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers (2002) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers (2002) 10.30 Celebrity Juice
11.15 Family Guy 12.45 American Dad!
1.45 Don’t Hate the Playaz 2.35 Totally
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.50
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen
ITV3
2.40 A Touch of Frost 4.55 Lewis 7.00
Midsomer Murders 9.00 Endeavour
11.00 Inspector Morse 1.10 On the
Buses 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30
Teleshopping
ITV4
11.40 Pawn Stars 12.35 The Big Fish Off
1.40 The Motorbike Show 2.45 Film:
Lonely Are the Brave (1962) 3.45 FYI
Daily 3.50 Film: Lonely Are the Brave
(1962) 4.55 Film: Chisum (1970) 5.55
FYI Daily 6.00 Film: Chisum (1970) 7.10
Film: Police Academy 5: Assignment
Miami Beach (1988) 8.10 FYI Daily 8.15
Film: Police Academy 5: Assignment
Miami Beach (1988) 9.00 Film: Unknown
(2011) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film:
Unknown (2011) 11.15 Film: Se7en
(1995) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film:
Se7en (1995) 1.50 The Americans 2.45
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
1.00 The Great British Bake Off 2.20
Film: Rio 2 (2014) 4.20 The Big Bang
Theory 9.00 Film: X-Men: First Class
(2011) 11.35 Gogglebox 1.40 Celebs Go
Dating 4.30 Don’t Tell the Bride 5.25
Rude(ish) Tube
Film4
11.00 AMonster in Paris (2011) 12.50
Mirror Mirror (2012) 3.00 Dr Dolittle
(1998) 4.45 Sister Act (1992) 6.50 Sister
Act 2: Back in the Habit (1993) 9.00
Shooter (2007) 11.25 Chain Reaction
(1996) 1.30 American Mary (2012) 3.40
Close

Blue Peter: Big 60th
Birthday
(BBC2, 4.30pm)
Sixty years on from the
programme's very first episode,
past presenters return to
celebrate the show's history.
Lindsey Russell attempts to fly a
hot air balloon in the Arctic
Circle, Radzi Chinyanganya
boards an aircraft carrier to
create a massive birthday
message and the presenters
give Ed Sheeran a very special
surprise. Plus, music by Jonas
Blue, HRVY, the Vamps and
Sophie Ellis-Bextor.

Helen Skelton
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HENLEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independently Family Owned and Run Business
Proudly Serving Families And The Local Community

For Over 2 Decades
Funerals From £1295

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Available on Request

Pre Planned Funerals

CALL 0121 601 0006
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury

G.D. MEMORIALS

Prices Includes:
● Choice of Designs
● All Gold Letters
● 2 Flower Containers
● Fully Fitted
● Black (All Polished)

£799 for 2’ 6” 3”
Ogee Shape Design

We Offer a
Variety of
Head Stones
& Kerb Sets

FACTORY SHOWROOM
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN

07807 371820 01922 646222
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com

Celebrating
25 years of service

TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR?
GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON!

CALL NOW 01376 571778
www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally

secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a

Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with

us you will save yourselves ££££s
for a truly fantastic new door.

**£2500! OUR PRICE!!

NOW ONLY
£999

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY
PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED:
• Totally bespoke, made to measure!!
• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE
• Top quality electric operated rolling

garage door
• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium
• Totally maintenance free
• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving

you extra width & extra height
• White as standard, other colours available
• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality

garage door, for lower than
UK high street DIY retailer

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units
Leaks, seals and drafts

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM
Rectification of badly fitted installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 25 years experience – COMPETITIVE PRICES!!!
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on

01384 456490 or 07976 227034

Window and Door Repairs

C&T
Doors & Windows Ltd

Tel: 019902 84277066 / 0077775599 553366818
www.candtdoorsandwinddows.co.uk

ALL AREAS COVVERREDD
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsaannddwinddows.co.uk
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not hesitate to

contact us

DOORS COMPOSITE DOORS
AVAILABLE

EDWARDIAN
CONSERVATORY
3 MTR x 3 MTR

From £4500

Bi-Fold
Doors

From £999

French
Patio Doors
From £649

Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available.

To advertise in
Final Whistle call our
experienced sales team
on 01902 31 31 31

EVERY
MONDAY

THE ONLY
READ FOR
REAL FANS

6.00 Breakfast. 8.30Match of the Day.
(R) 10.00 The AndrewMarr Show. 11.00
Regional Programme. 11.30 Sunday
Morning Live. 12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R)
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15Money
for Nothing. (R) 2.00 Escape to the
Country. (R) 2.40 Points of View. 2.55
Songs of Praise. 3.30 Eat Well for Less?
(R) 4.30 Invictus Games 2018. 5.30 BBC
News. 5.45 Regional Programme. 5.55
Countryfile.
6.55 Doctor Who. The Doctor and her

companions meet black civil rights
campaigner Rosa Parks in 1950s
Alabama, and discover a plot to
change the course of history.
Guest starring Vinette Robinson.

7.45 Strictly Come Dancing: The
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia
Winkleman introduce last night’s
results, and two more couples
face a dance off. With guest judge
Alfonso Ribeiro and a performance
from Paloma Faith.

8.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville
starts making his own sausages,
Gastric turns his mini into a self-
driving car, and Eric and Cyril take
up rock climbing – but Kath insists
they do their training at home.

9.00 The Cry. Joanna and Alistair drift
further apart as they try to rebuild
their lives, while an unexpected
delivery brings back long-buried
memories that change everything.
Last in the series.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30Match of the Day 2.Mark

Chapman reviews the day's
Premier League action, featuring
highlights of the one game of the
day - Everton v Crystal Palace at
Goodison Park. The Toffees
recruited manager Marco Silva
this summer after a disappointing
2017/18 campaign, and spent
£35m to prise Brazilian forward
Richarlison away fromWatford,
but their early-season form has
been inconsistent. Crystal Palace,
meanwhile, will have once again
been hoping for a moment of
magic from winger Wilfried Zaha.

11.15TheWomen’s Football Show. A
look at the biggest issues in the
women’s game, focusing on
matters at both club and
international level.

11.50The Apprentice. (R)
12.50 The Apprentice: You’re Fired. (R)
1.20Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25
BBC News.

6.35 Around the World in 80 Gardens.
(R) 7.35 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35
Countryfile. (R) 9.30 The Beechgrove
Garden. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best
Bites. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian
Adventure. (R) 12.30 Sweets Made
Simple. (R) 1.00 Honey Badgers:
Masters of Mayhem – Natural World. (R)
2.00 NFL Live. Los Angeles Chargers v
Tennessee Titans (Kick-off 2.30pm).
5.45 Radio 1 Teen Awards 2018.
7.00 The Real T. Rex with Chris

Packham. Chris Packham
embarks on a global journey to
discover the truth about the
Tyrannosaurus rex, which has
endured centuries of scientific
inaccuracy and Hollywood
misrepresentation. The naturalist
uses new studies into dinosaur
skin, teeth and muscles, as well as
groundbreaking insights into its
behaviour to create the most
accurate CGI representation of the
dinosaur ever produced. To help,
Chris speaks to experts in birds,
biomechanics and alligators, and
has access to one of the most
complete Tyrannosaurus rex
skeletons in existence. (R)

8.00 Mediterranean with Simon
Reeve. Simon travels through
Libya, visiting areas of the country
devastated by recent fighting, and
discovers a mountain fortress in
Tunisia before crossing the sea to
Sicily.

9.00 Last Chance Lawyer New York
City. Howard represents a man
accused of murdering children,
but Marie and Lena both have
misgivings about him taking on
such a high profile and
controversial case.

9.45 Louis Theroux: Talking to
Anorexia. The reporter meets
patients at two of London’s largest
eating disorder facilities, following
them through a daily routine of
scheduled eating, weigh-ins and
group therapy. (R)

10.45Live at the Apollo. Dane Baptiste
presents stand-up comedy from
the Hammersmith Apollo in west
London, introducing sets by
Desiree Burch and Chris
McCausland. (R)

11.30Film: 10 Rillington Place. (1971)
Fact-based thriller telling the story
of murderous landlord John
Christie. Starring Richard
Attenborough and John Hurt.

1.20 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.20
Holby City. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Dino Dana. 6.10 Super 4. (R)
6.25 Super 4. (R) 6.35Make It Pop. (R)
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R)
7.05 Robozuna. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!:
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!:
Ben 10. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!:
The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 9.05
Scrambled!: Mighty Magiswords! (R)
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Emmerdale 1918.
(R) 9.55 Love Your Home and Garden.
(R) 10.50 Best Walks with a View with
Julia Bradbury. (R) 11.20 Countrywise.
(R) 11.50 The Big Audition. (R) 12.45
ITV News; Weather. 12.55 The X Factor.
(R) 3.05 Back to Mine. 3.30 Celebrity
Catchphrase. (R) 4.30 The Chase. (R)
5.30 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. (R)
6.30 ITV News; Weather.
6.45 Regional Programme;Weather.
7.00 The Chase Celebrity Special.

Bradley Walsh presents as four
celebrity contestants Andi Osho,
Mark Ramprakash, Alex Beresford
and Jane Moore pit their wits
against ruthless quiz genius the
Chaser in the hope of winning a
potential prize pot worth
thousands of pounds. They must
work as a team and play
strategically to answer general
knowledge questions against the
clock and race down the game
board to the exit without being
caught.

8.00 The X Factor. The live shows
continue, with the 16 acts selected
to go through performing to
impress judges Simon Cowell,
Louis Tomlinson, Robbie Williams
and Ayda Williams.

9.00 Butterfly.Maxine attempts to
mutilate herself, convincing her
parents that she must be allowed
to live as a girl. However, her
grandmother is appalled by the
development.

10.00 ITV News; Weather.
10.20Weather from Hell: Caught on

Camera. Documentary looking at
extreme weather, including
footage of honeymooning Brits
caught up in a major storm, and
firefighters faced with a freak
weather phenomenon. (R)

11.15 Gordon, Gino and Fred: Road Trip.
Gordon Ramsay, Gino D’Acampo
and Fred Sirieix travel across
France in search of ingredients for
an oyster festival. (R)

12.15 Strangers. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247.
3.00Motorsport UK. (R)

6.05Motorsport: Caterham. 6.35Motor
Sport: FIA World Rallycross
Championship. 7.30 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Jamie Cooks Italy.
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Film: Rango. (2011)
Oscar-winning animated comedy, with
the voice of Johnny Depp. 3.10 The
Great British Bake Off. (R) 4.25 Grand
Designs. (R) 5.30 Channel 4 News.
6.00 Formula 1 United States Grand

Prix Live Build Up. Steve Jones,
David Coulthard, Mark Webber
and Eddie Jordan provide all the
context and intrigue ahead of the
18th race of the season.

6.40 Formula 1 United States Grand
Prix Live. Steve Jones presents
coverage of the 18th race of the
season (Start-time 7.10pm), held
at Circuit of the Americas in
Austin, Texas. Lewis Hamilton has
dominated this race over the
years, winning five of the six
Grands Prix to be held in Texas, as
well as emerging victorious from
the last-ever F1 race at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
back in 2007. With analysis by
David Coulthard, Mark Webber
and Eddie Jordan.

9.15 Formula 1 United States Grand
Prix Live Reaction. Steve Jones,
David Coulthard, Mark Webber
and Eddie Jordan analyse this
evening’s race, which served as
the 18th round of the season.

10.15Film: R.I.P.D. (2013) A cop killed
in the line of duty is recruited by a
ghostly police force assigned to
battle evil spirits. Fantasy
adventure, starring Ryan Reynolds
and Jeff Bridges.

12.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA. Gordon Ramsay clashes with the
owner of Le Bistro in Florida. (R) 1.05
The Last Leg. Comic review of the past
seven days. (R) 2.00 The Great British
Bake Off: An Extra Slice. Including an
interview with the week’s eliminated
baker. (R) 2.55 Inside Out Homes. Zac
Monro replaces a mock Surrey mansion
with a high performance prefab house.
(R) 3.50 Homes by the Sea. Charlie
Luxton visits some of Britain’s best
coastal properties. (R) 4.50 Grand
Designs New Zealand. A composer
builds a home with a recording studio
and performance stage. Last in the
series. 5.45 Kirstie’s Handmade
Treasures. (R) 5.50 Countdown. Clive
Anderson is in Dictionary Corner. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa
Pig. (R) 6.10 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Ben
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 6.30 Luo
Bao Bei. (R) 6.40 Digby Dragon. (R) 6.50
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.00 Thomas &
Friends. (R) 7.15 Bob the Builder. (R)
7.25 Rusty Rivets. (R) 7.45 Peppa Pig.
(R) 7.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 8.00 Ben and
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.15 Paw
Patrol. (R) 8.30 Nella the Princess
Knight. 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 9.15
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.35 Rise
of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 9.50
Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.
(R) 10.00 SimplyHealth Great South
Run. 12.00 Friends. (R) 12.30 Friends.
(R) 1.00 Friends. (R) 1.30 Friends. (R)
2.00 Friends. (R) 2.30 Friends. (R) 3.00
Friends. (R) 3.30 Friends. (R) 4.00
Friends. (R) 4.25 Friends. (R) 4.55 Film:
The Goonies. (1985) Children’s
adventure, starring Sean Astin. 5.55 5
News Update.
6.00 Film: The Goonies. (1985)

Concluded.
7.00 Britain’s Favourite Biscuit.

Celebrities including Sally Lindsay
and Joe Swash reveal their verdict
on the best biscuit before the
results of a top 20 survey of the
nation’s favourite is revealed.
There is also opportunity to see
what copes best in a cuppa as
cookies are put through their
paces in the dunk test. (R)

8.00 Ice Road Truckers. Both teams are
under pressure as they face one of
the shortest seasons on record.
Art has to fight to get back on the
road after crashing into a
snowbank.

8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 The Pharaoh in the Suburb:

Uncovered. The story of how
fragments of a 36-foot ancient
statue depicting the pharaoh
Psamtik where discovered in a
working class suburb of Cairo.
Psamtik’s 54-year reign from
664BC had been previously
dismissed as a period of decline
for Egypt, but the high quality of
this statue has led to a
reassessment of his rule. The
programme reveals how he
defended his country from two
invasions and may have had a
cultural influence on the ancient
Greeks.

10.00Big Brother.
11.35TV’s Funniest Ever Sketches:

Comedy Gold. (R)
1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Paddington
Station 24/7: 48 Hour Meltdown. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Locomotion: Dan Snow’s History of
Railways 8.00 James May’s Cars of the
People 9.00 Royal Opera House: Lessons
in Love and Violence 10.35 Feud: Bette
and Joan 12.20 Art of France 1.20
Cornwall’s Native Poet: Charles Causley
2.20 James May’s Cars of the People
3.20 Close
ITV2
12.05 Celebrity Catchphrase 1.10 You’ve
Been Framed! Gold 2.15 Film: Happy
Feet Two (2011) 3.30 FYI Daily 3.35
Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.10 Film:
Casper (1995) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film:
Casper (1995) 6.10 Film: The Lord of the
Rings: The Return of the King (2003)
7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: The Lord of the
Rings: The Return of the King (2003)
10.00 Family Guy 11.25 American Dad!
12.25 The Cleveland Show 12.50 The
Weekender: Boat Party 1.50 Totally
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.20
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen
ITV3
11.25 Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.20
Film: Columbo: The Most Crucial Game
(1972) 5.00 Foyle’s War 9.00 Agatha
Christie’s Poirot 11.20 Film: Elizabeth:
The Golden Age (2007) 1.35 Paul
O’Grady’s Animal Orphans 2.25 Road to
Avonlea 4.10Murder, She Wrote 5.00
Judge Judy 5.25 ITV3 Nightscreen
ITV4
12.40 Film: The Alamo (1960) 2.20 FYI
Daily 2.25 Film: The Alamo (1960) 3.55
Film: Chisum (1970) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00
Film: Chisum (1970) 6.10Made in
Britain 7.15 Film: The Scorpion King
(2002) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: The
Scorpion King (2002) 9.00 Film:
RoboCop (1987) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05
Film: RoboCop (1987) 11.10 Film: Total
Recall (1990) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15
Film: Total Recall (1990) 1.25 BRDC
Formula 3 Highlights 2.25 Tommy
Cooper 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00
Teleshopping
E4
1.25 The Big Bang Theory 4.50 Film:
Father of the Bride (1991) 6.55 Film:
Home Alone (1990) 9.00 Celebs Go
Dating 10.00 Club RepWars 11.05 The
Big Bang Theory 12.05 First Dates 1.05
Celebs Go Dating 2.10 Club RepWars
3.05 Rude Tube 3.30 Hollyoaks
Film4
11.00Master of the World (1961) 1.05
Dragonball Evolution (2009) 2.45 Turner
& Hooch (1989) 4.50 Carry On
Regardless (1961) 6.35 The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel (2011) 9.00 Escape Plan
(2013) 11.15 Lovelace (2013)

The Cry
(BBC1, 9pm)
Joanna and Alistair try to rebuild
their lives in the aftermath of
the tragic events, but they
cannot avoid drifting further
and further apart. An
unexpected delivery brings long-
buried memories flooding back
for Joanna, but the revelation
calls everything they thought
they knew into question as the
truth about their child's
disappearance finally emerges.
Jenna Coleman, Ewen Leslie,
Asher Keddie, Alex Dimitriades,
Sophie Kennedy Clark, Markella
Kavenagh and Shareena
Clanton star.

Jenna Coleman

BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
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YOU DESERVE MORE.YOU DESERVE MORE

loveyourpostcode.com 0121 544 9595 0800 862 0870®
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Three-bedroomed
residence with
traditional features
This luxurious three-bedroomed traditional
residence in Compton Road, Wolverhampton, has
original features including coving and fireplaces,
plus real oak flooring.

Having antique finishing and a cellar and gas
central heating throughout, it is available to rent
through loveyourpostcode.com at £700 per calendar
month.

This beautiful three-bedroom traditional style
terraced home comes with a very executive modern
look and feel.

This property has plenty of space with a traditional
antique finish inside.

On entry, you walk into an extraordinary reception
room with beautiful Victorian windows with wooden
shutters for the executive finish.

This room has a large fireplace and oak flooring,
with a light neutral décor and high ceilings with
traditional coving.

The kitchen dining/area has an old-style glass sink,
and has large windows, allowing in a lot of natural
light, and tiled flooring.

A wooden back door leads out to the landscaped
garden. An added benefit is a cellar for extra storage.

At the top of the carpeted staircase is the first floor,
which has a large Victorian window overlooking the
back garden

On the first floor is the bathroom which has
a free-standing bath tub, oak wooden flooring
complemented by a white décor for that crisp clean
finish.

All bedrooms are very large with one room having
fitted wardrobes.

The property is within walking distance of
Wolverhampton Grammar School, has transport
links to all the local towns, shopping centres and
restaurants.

“If you are ready to make this house your home,
you better be quick as this stunning property won’t
be around for long,” said a spokesman for the letting
agents.

£700 PCMWOLVERHAMPTON

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY
AGENT: loveyourpostcode.com

TEL: 0800 862 0870

EMAIL: sales@loveyourpostcode.com

KEY FEATURES
Luxury traditional terraced home
3 large bedrooms
Sought-after location
Oakwood flooring
Antique finishing



For full details of our lots available, or
for advice on any aspect of Buying or
Selling by Auction.
Call our friendly and professional
Auction team on 0121 247 2233

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or
email auctions@cottons.co.uk

www.cottons.co.uk

THURSDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2018
to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club

Considering Buying at Auction?
Call for your FREE Catalogue

Considering Selling by Auction?
Call for your FREE No Obligation Appraisal

CottonsCottons
C H A R T E R E D S U R V E Y O R S www.cottons.co.uk

208 OLDBURY ROAD, ROWLEY REGIS
GUIDE PRICE £100,000 - £110,000 (+FEES)

43 GREEN LANES, BILSTON
GUIDE PRICE £78,000 - £84,000 (+FEES)

84 WARREN CLOSE, TIPTON
GUIDE PRICE £50,000 - £55,000 (+FEES)

170 BIRDBROOK ROAD, GREAT BARR
GUIDE PRICE £100,000 - £107,000 (+FEES)

14 CARTERS GREEN, WEST BROMWICH
GUIDE PRICE £110,000 - £120,000 (+FEES)

GWENDENE HOUSE. NEACHELLS LANE, WILLENHALL
GUIDE PRICE £180,000 - £195,000 (+FEES)

THE NAGS HEAD. 34 MARKET PLACE, GREAT BRIDGE
GUIDE PRICE £250,000 - £275,000 (+FEES)

21 RED HOUSE PARK ROAD, GREAT BARR
GUIDE PRICE £175,000 - £185,000 (+FEES)

BLUE CEDAR LODGE. 230 HOLLYMOOR WAY, NORTHFIELD
GUIDE PRICE £90,000 - £98,000 (+FEES)

DEFINITION OF GUIDE PRICES
The guide price is an indication of the seller’s current minimum price expectation at auction and the guide price, or
range of guide prices, is given to assist prospective purchasers. The guide price can be adjusted by the seller at any
time up to the day of the auction in light of the interest shown during the marketing period and bidders will be
notified of this change on our website and by the auctioneer prior to the lot being offered.

DEFINITION OF RESERVE PRICE
The reserve price is the seller’s minimum acceptable price at auction and the figure below which the auctioneer cannot sell. It is usual, but
not always the case that a provisional reserve is agreed between the seller and the auctioneer at the start of marketing and the Final
Reserve Price will be agreed between the auctioneer and the seller prior to the auction sale. Whilst the reserve price is confidential it will
usually be set within the quoted guide range and in any event will not exceed the highest quoted guide price.
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Traditional three 
bedroom property

Ideal family 
home is 
spacious 
throughout

OLDBURY
£139,950

WEDNESBURY
£249,950

Tom Giles Estate Agents are pleased to present 
this three-bedroomed mid-terraced property at 65 
Princess Road, Oldbury, on sale for £139,950.

The residence is in a popular and convenient 
location, close to all local amenities. 

The property has the benefit of double glazing and 
gas central heating. 

Standing set back from the roadside behind a 
paved driveway with parking for one vehicle and a 
wrought iron gate, the property features side steps to 
side shared tunnel entry and a PVCu double glazed 
door to the porch. The lounge has a gas fire, as does 
the dining kitchen.

Contact Tom Giles on 0121 552 6171.

This spacious three-
bedroomed Victorian-style 
detached property in Rooth 
Street, Wednesbury is for 
sale through Skitts estate 
agents at £249,950 with no 
chain.

With double glazing and 
gas central heating, the home 
lies in a popular location, 
having spacious family 
accommodation. 

A porch opens to a rear 
reception room with a feature 
fireplace and stairs off. The 
front reception room has a 
feature fire surround housing a 
gas fire, and a double glazed 
bow window to the front.

The kitchen has a built in 
oven and a four ring gas 
hob. The rear hall has a side 
entrance door and a wet room.

On the first floor are the 
bedrooms and a guest 
cloakroom/WC.

Contact Skitts estate agents 
on 0121 505 1818.



* Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or – 10% of the
quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be + able to be purchased at the quoted

Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to change up to and including the day
of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are

subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee.

0121 233 5046

www.sdlauctions.co.uk

155 Great Charles Street, Birmingham, B3 3LP

For sale by auction on Wednesday 24th October at Aston Villa Football Ground. Commencing at 10.30am

Guide Price : in excess of £25,000 (plus fees)

13 Lonsdale Road, Smethwick
A Vacant
Freehold

Mid Terraced
Property

Guide Price : offers in excess of £1.1m (plus fees)

INVES
TM

EN
T 105-111 & 113-114 Three Shires Oak Road,

Smethwick

A Freehold fully-let mixed use investment with excellent
asset management potential.

Gross Rent Passing of £119,040 p.a.x.
ERV of £131,092 p.a.x.

All pre-auction interest will be considered.

Guide Price : £134,000 - £138,000 (plus fees)

35 Loxley Road, Bearwood
A Vacant
Freehold

End Terraced
Property

Guide Price : in excess of £125,000 (plus fees)

38 Katherine Road, Bearwood
A Vacant
Freehold

Mid Terraced
Property

Guide Price : in excess of £150,000 (plus fees)

14 Little Moor Hill, Smethwick
A Vacant

Freehold Semi
Detached

Potential Six
Bedroom HMO
complete with

furniture

Guide Price : in excess of £25,000 (plus fees)

65 Dibble Road, Smethwick
A Vacant
Freehold

Mid Terraced
Property

Guide Price : in excess of £140,000 (plus fees)

200 Birmingham Road, West Bromwich
A Vacant
Freehold

Mid Terraced
Property which

has been
converted into

Three Flats

Guide Price : in excess of £225,000 (plus fees)

98 Beeches Road, West Bromwich
A Vacant

Freehold Mid
Terraced Former

Care Home
possibly suitable
for a variety of
uses subject
to obtaining

planning

Guide Price : £29,000 - £34,000 (plus fees)

57 Canterbury Road, West Bromwich
A Vacant

Freehold Semi
Detached

Property with
Development

Potential subject
to obtaining

the necessary
planning

A Spacious Freehold Two Storey Unit

Guide Price : in excess of
£210,000 (plus fees)

COMMER
CIAL

78 Capehill, Smethwick

A Vacant Freehold Retail Premises

Guide Price : in excess of £29,000
(plus fees)

COMMER
CIAL

83 Brades Road, Oldbury

Guide Price : in excess of £50,000 (plus fees)

Flats 1 & 2, 183 Heathfield Road, Handsworth
A Vacant
Freehold

Mid Terraced
Property which

has been
converted

into two self-
contained flats

Guide Price : in excess of £495,000 (plus fees)

9 Radnor Road, Handsworth
A Vacant

Freehold Former
Care Home

possibly suitable
for a variety of
uses subject
to obtaining

the necessary
planning

Guide Price : in excess of £395,000 (plus fees)

75-77 Lansdowne Road, Handsworth
A Vacant

Freehold Pair
of Mid Terraced

Properties
possibly suitable
for a variety of
uses subject
to obtaining

planning

Over
150 Lots

For More Information
Visit Our Website
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Plastering

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Aerials Carpets

Property Maintenance

DrivewaysCleaning Services

Landscapers

Electricians

Decorating

Carpentry

Garage Doors

Builders

Ring Tony or Julie on

07974 428 603
KEEP IT LOCAL

‘No Job Too Small’

ELECTRICIAN
Fully guaranteed work

Honest reliable service

REWIRING EXPERTS.CO.UK

All domestic and commercial
electrical works undertaken
Home rewiring from £800
For a high quality
local service call:

0121 3690311
07939 503905

M&B
PAINTING &

DECORATORS
Over 25 years experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
All quotes include white paint

for woodwork and ceilings
For a FREE friendly quote

Call
Mick on 07896054108

or Bart on 07825568581

CLEANCARE
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners
Fully Trained

Insured
Est:over 12 years
Friendly service

For free quotes Call
(07816) 817744

Tel:0121 503 0854
www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding,

partitions, re-skimming and artex covering.

07538 718264

C.A. Plastering

CaNo job too small

Oakham Plastering
& Property Care

All aspects of plastering services undertaken

• Plastering • Property Care

• Rendering • Dry Lining • Skimming

For free no obligation quote call

07940 272630

Simply Doors Walsall
Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX

01922 623151 or 07810 122133
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk

External UPVC and composite doors
also available

6 internal
pre-finished doors
fully fitted for
£450

complete with handles

Opening
Hours
Mon-Fri

10am - 5pm
Sat

10am - 2pm

INDEPENDENT CLEANERS

Give us a call today 07939589531 www.independentcleaners.info

Do you need a house cleaner?
Domes c Cleaning / Housekeeping £12 per hour
End of tenancy cleaning star ng from £80 depending on
size of property
Internal window cleaning £20
We accept weekly contracts with a small upfront deposit!

No job is too small. No job is too big.

Sick of cleaning? No me for chores?
Too busy to keep your home as clean
as you would love?

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&
SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS

Family Run Est since 1978

PLUS FREE FITTING ON
OUR PREMIER RANGES50%OFFUP TO

Check out our video and 5 star reviews on c
www.ablecarpets.co.uk

00112211 558888 77111166
West Brom, Walsall

Wednesbury

0121 530 3633
Tipton, Oldbury

Smethwick

01902 880541
Upper Gornal

Sedgley, W’ton

We cover all areas

Choose at Home Service
Free Quotations and Measuring.

We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples
bed and sofa brochures to your home

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.
FREE DELIVERY -

DISPOSAL - AND SET UP ON
BEDS & SUITES

Help move heavy furniture, up lift
plus take away old carpets

plus Shave Doors

★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring
★ Complete House Renovation

★ Painting & Decorating
★ Plumbing / emergencies

★ Building work

All work guaranteed
For a FREE quote call

Wayne on:

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261

W.H. SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing

H Flat Roofs H Plastering

Whitehouse
Electrical & Sons
Professional and reliable service

Registered Company EPP31221

• Complete Rewires
• Shower Installations
• Testing - Inspection
• Fuseboard Upgrades
• Domestic - Commercial
• Security Alarms
• Landlord Certs

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
07766 105131

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk

Part P
Approved
Installer

CARDINAL
LANDSCAPES

West Midlands
Specialists in Patios,

Driveways, Paths, Fencing,
Turfing, Decking and

Landscaping
Call now for a
FREE QUOTE

01902 562600 or
07539 887144

• Block Paving
• Slabbing
• Red or Black

Tarmac
• Driveway Repairs
• Cleaning & Re-sanding
• Fruit & Silver Birch Trees

carefully Pruned
• Fencing

• Maintenance Free
Gardens

• Mini Digger Hire with
Drive

• Felling

• Pollarding

• Turfing

• Licensed Waste Carrier

DRIVE WAYS
Fully insured • Free Competitive Quotes

25%
OFF for
OAPs

EMMA’S TREE &
GARDENING SERVICES

NO JOB
TOO

BIG OR
SMALL!

Call now 07957 368422
0121 5743092

ColourZone
Interior & exterior painting
and decorating

0121 434 5679 07507 070786

• Special rates for OAPs
• 25 years experience
• Fully insured

HUNTER BUILD
* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors
* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling
* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business

For quote

07752 506695 | 0121 556 7203

lee@visiongaragedoors.com
07875 530 474 01384 622 433

J. J. Digital Aerials
Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite

WE GUARANTEE TO
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

AERIALS £65 - SATELLITE £80
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST

Friendly, reliable service

0121 5306785/ 07919 597626 LL MM SS
GGAARRAAR GGEE DDOOOORRSS
AAllll ttyyppeess ooff ddoooorrss
ssuupppplliieedd aanndd fifitttteedd

FFaasstt llooww ccoosstt ,, ssaammee
ddaayy rreeppaaiirrss

FFoorr aa ffrreeee ssuurrvvr eeyy aanndd
qquuoottee ccaallll

00112211 555599 00445555
0077559922 111188770077

MORE CATEGORIES
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS

MORE CHOICE
01902 317878

To advertise your business and reach more than 46,000 potential customers...
Call us on:

01902 319573
Post to: Advertisement Department, Sandwell Chronicle,

Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Plumbing & Heating Skip HireRoofing

Rubbish Removal

Plumbing

Gardening

Upholstery

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or
07733 226568

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes
• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal

• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios
• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation

Electron

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor,
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million)

All staff C.R.B. Certified

ALWAYS V.S.K.
RUBBISH REMOVAL

HouseHold Waste,
sHed & GaraGe

ClearanCe
House & Garden

ClearanCe
tree FellinG, also

ConiFers lopped

0121-532 2392
FREE QUOTES

West Bromwich

SK & AAMT SKIPS & GGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Save £££s
All size skips and all areas covered
Same day delivery faster than
A phone call!!!
Open 7 days a week

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56

Scrap carS
removed forfree

YOUFILL ’EMWEMT ‘EM

A.J.B. Waste Management
Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation
FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM
We load, No Skips, Free qquuoottaattiioonn

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGEE,
WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE.

You can also bring your own waste
to our fully licensed transfer station

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH

Tel 0121 520 7731

P.S. Heating & Plumbing

Free Quotation
07961 140885
NATURAL & LPG GAS

Combi Boiler change from £950
Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more
SPECIALOFFERSON FULLHEATING SYSTEMS

301067

Fully
Insured up

to
£2 million

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group)
Over 35 years experience

● Fast Roof Repairs ● Felt Work & Guttering
● New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys
● uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes
● All Building Work Undertaken
● All Work Guaranteed ● All Areas Covered

Tom Corbett Roofing Services
Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199
• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed
• Slate & Tile Repairs

• Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing
• Gutter Replacement & Cleaning

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

FREE
QUOTATIONS

REGISTERED

221874

MCP PLUMBING
& HEATING

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating
Work Undertaken

Servicing and Repairs
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation

07852 150057

ELITE PLASTICS

For A Free Quote call
01384 468831 / 07985 575865
www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk

•FFasciias •SSofifitts •DDry VVerge
•Pointing •Gutter Cleaning And Repair
Premium Products Expertly Fitted
With Full Manufacture Guarantee.

KEN
BANNISTER
Plumbing and Heating

All Plumbing,
Central Heating

undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimate and advice

07964 997 845
0121 557 5958

All installations and repairs
Supply and fit or fit only

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes
Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms)

w w.household-plumbing.co.uk

Wednesbury
Heating and
Plumbingg

INSTALL AND SERVICE OF
•Fires

•Cookers
•Boilers

•Landlord Checks
All Plumbing and Gas
work undertaken

Call 07932 790 111
or Landline 0121 531 7848

MINI/MIDI
SKIPS

(0121) 520 3388
07721 387990

RUSSELL SKIPS

ROB’S
RUBBISH

EST.
SINCE 1992

A CHEAP RUBBISH
REMOVAL 7 DAYS
Small Jobs NO PROBLEM

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates
Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods,

House Clearances, Furniture

0121 500 6033
07938 207122

TEL: 0795 041 2361

PATS GARDENING
SERVICES

All Gardening Work Undertaken
Tree Felling / Pruning
Garden Management

Fence Erection
Rubbish Removal

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes
Phone Pat day or night on…

TREE & GA
SER

TREE & GARDEN
SERVICES

15%
OFF

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163

www.lawleyandsondriveways.co.uk

• Trees carefully pruned
• Specialist in maintenance free gardens
• Trimming
• Felling
• Turfing
• Pollarding
• Patios/Slabbing
• Block-paving specialists
• Drives
• Patios
• Paths Building work undertaken
• Tarmacing - Red or Black
Professional quality work at
competitive prices
All work undertaken

Lawley & Son
DRIVEWAYS AND

GARDEN SERVICES

ALL
WEATHER
ROOFING
Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat

Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges,
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE

Over 30 years experience

& 0121 420 1582
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Mobile Number: 07947 839451

allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com

RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES
Specialists in Re-upholstery, Repairs and Antiques

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

No Job Too Small
FREE ESTIMATES

Choice of patterns | Quality Workmanship
SOFA WORKSHOP

Oldbury
Tel: 07816 818492 anytimey

email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Household
Appliances

Items For Sale

Items Wanted

Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating

Skip Hire

RemovalsPC’s, Laptops &
Accessories

PC’s, Laptops &
Accessories

House Clearances

Service

Book Fair

In Your Garden

Pets Corner

Guns & Dogs

Caravans/
Motorhomes

Elderly & Disabled

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Gas Fitting

Gardening Services

Lock Services

Plans Prepared

Plastering

Alarms/Security Roofing

Tiling

Rubbish RemovalHandyman Services

Driveways & Patios

Building Services

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

CCTV

Kitchen Fitters

Gates

Bathrooms

Building Supplies

Carpentry & Joinery

Furniture

Furniture

Aerials

Commercial
Premises

Accommodation To
Let

READERS ARE ADVISED
To check that anyone

carrying out any Gas work
is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without
being on the Gas Safe Register.

READERS ARE ADVISED to
carefully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any
of their items.

In your time of need
we’ll take care of all the
funeral arrangements.

• Est. 1907
• 24 hour service

G. Gibbs
Funeral Directors
44 All Saints Way

West Bromwich B71 1PZ

0121 553 0442

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Turn To Us For
Help and Support

GOLDSHILL SKIP &
SELF DELIVERIES
BRING YOUR WASTE TO US

(any size vehicle)
General, green, wood (can work out

cheaper than a skip)
OR

HIRE A SKIP FROM US -
Phone for prices

0121 557 3346
82 Pikehelve Street,

West Bromwich, B70 0TU

NO DEPOSIT
★MOVE IN TODAY★

Studios
from £90pw*

Rooms
from £65pw*
*Includes Most Bills

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST

01902 213121
J9accommodation.com

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified
technician and microsoft partner.
Repair and maintain laptops and
pcs. Vi rus removal , broken
screens, wifi, windows problem etc.
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481

CLIENT
COMPUTERS

Certified technician &
Microsoft partner.

Repair & maintain laptops
and PCs. In West Midlands.
Virus removal, broken

screens, wifi.
Windows problems etc.
Home visits or bring to me.
Long established.
Laptops available.

0121 556 9481

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20
years experience. Call 07881
654757 or 01543 373233.

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS,
etc. Free quotes, also repairs &
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours.

C B SHEDS
& FENCING

We supply & fit. Free quotes.
Call: 01922 720270

We also supply sleepers and decking

KT REMOVALS 13 yrs exp. Single
items to full load removals. Local /
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
13 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119

PREMIER
ALARMS

Supplied and Fitted £249
Servicing and Repairs
12 Months Warranty

All areas covered
All quotes beaten!

Call: 0121 601 9791

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk
01922 898 710 / 07973 177 976

AAAAAAAAll garden work, tree felling/lopping,
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf,

patios, fencing, block-paving etc.

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote,
full or part loads, all areas. Anything
considered. Call on 07867 862227.

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing
machines, outside taps, showers,
plumbing, heating, gutter cleaning.
Free quotes call: 07850 559315.

MINT PLASTERING
For the very best in plastering and rendering,

full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls,
stairs and landings from 200

30 years experience.
Free quotes. All work guaranteed

01543 327130 / 07519 694516

LETS TALK RUBBISH No skips
needed. Load/remove any waste
house clearance. 07969 628382

Reg charity
number:
1011712

Call us now on 01785 760715
for details or to arrange a FREE collection

Furniture not sold,
why not donate it?
We can turn your quality used
furniture into 1st class care

for patients at Katharine House

katharine
house
hospice
embracing life and living

FURNITURE NOT SOLD?Donate
it to Katharine House Hospice. We
collect for free. Telephone Cannock
01543 466885, Stafford 01785
247630, House clearance service
01785 760715.

A CLASS Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Unbeatable Prices. OAP
discounts. Call Paul 07870 341089

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in
supplying/ fitting gates and railings.
Free quotes: 07497 667752.

A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW
35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further?
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433.

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free
quotes call: 07540 950588.

Call: 01902 366855/
07761 973975

GAS
SERVICES
• Boilers • Cookers
• Fires • Gas Checks
• Landlord Certificates
• Gas Leaks Traced

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired
Same Day Service

Free Quotes
DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

CORRUGATED GALVANISED
Sheets. New, £8 can deliver.
Also rooflights and box profile.
David Broxton on 07834 489558.

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans.
Drawn and submitted to council.
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037.
Email: adamdesign@sky.com

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let
in Oldbury, West Bromwich and
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore
Properties 0121 520 5318.

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or
just fitted, quality samples brought
to your home, no job too small, free
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 /
07941 619694.

STONES SKIP HIRE
0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating
Full heating systems £2200

Boiler Changes £1100
Longer warranty available upon request,

fires and surrounds also available.
For Free Quotes Call:

01902 403823 07811 855231

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
No job too small or large. Call or text
Will free quotes on: 07521 411108.

ALL PLUMBING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

No job too large. All work
guaranteed.

Call Will for a free quote

07521 411108

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs and
Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311.

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
Tried & Tested...

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“

”

I am very
pleased with the
great response
that I get from
my Classified
Advertising
Contract.

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
Tried & Tested...

Michael -
Portway Fencing

“

”

My Classified
Sales
Representative
has done a
professional job
on my website to
help my online
presence and I
would recommend
them to any other
local businesses.

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
Tried & Tested...

Bill -
TV Link

“

”

I have a newspaper
advertising
campaign in The
Shropshire Star,
The Express & Star
and all the weekly
titles, as well as
an online directory,
together it
generates a
generous response.

ASH RECLAMATION new and used
building materials, upvc doors and
windows 01543 453222.

P.W DRIVEWAYS
The Block Paving Specialists.
Patios, Driveways, Pathways,

Landscaping & more.
Special Offer £50 PSM

We will beat any like for like
written quote

Free Quotes & Advice
01785 609076

(Based in Stafford)

WS3 2BQ
Bloxwich Fencing Ltd
or 01922 712184

6x5
Lap Panels
£17 each (inc vat)

Supply and Fit or DIY
Credit cards taken • Free quotes

WS3 2BQ

01922 712184

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you
can follow to ensure that you
are not purchasing from a

Puppy Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it’s

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given
any KC documentation, if

pedigree.
Whilst Midland News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of

establishment.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
Advertisers must ensure that they

meet all necessary legal require-
ments for owning and using guns.

AAA DIGITAL
AERIALS

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99
01902 858191 • 01384 429166
01543 439095 • 01922 716029

SPECIAL OFFER
10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts,

gravel boards £795
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

BATHROOM DESIGN All bathrooms
fitted, tiling, flooring, complete bath-
rooms call: 07850 382548.

ALL ROUND
CLEARANCE

Professional family run business
House clearances full or part,

also garages, sheds etc.
Telephone Kev

07794 912844

P. CHAPMAN
PLASTERING
Over 25 years experience

All types of plastering
FREE QUOTES call

01922 694980 or 07775 558039

A1 HOUSE
CLEARANCE
Full, part and single
rubbish removed.
Garage and sheds cleared.
Leather 3 piece suites and

leather chesterfields wanted.
01922 492007

RUSSELL
SKIPS

Mini, midi skips
Prompt delivery / collection

(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990

A absolute affordable skip

AMBER TILING
Floors, Walls, Bathrooms
No jobs too big or small
FREE QUOTES CALL:
0121 769 2822
07881 671441

H. COOPER & SON Landscaping
/ garden maintenance. No job too
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632.

A BIGGER THAN EVER
CLEARANCE SALE -

ONE WEEK ONLY
ON COOKERS,FRIDGES,FREEZERS,AUTOS,FIRES ANDMORE

Past & Present
24 - 26 Church Street, Bilston (opposite town hall)

01902 403770

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid
for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 /
01902 534021

TW LANDSCAPES
We specialise in block paved drives and patios

We also restore block paved drives & patios

Small family business based in Stafford
FREE QUOTATION & ADVICE

Call: 01785 878 575 or 07845 483 443

• Decorated gravel
• Landscaping
• Fencing Installed
• Turfing Laid
• Patios Installed
NEW BLOCK PAVED
DRIVES * PATIOS -
WE WILL NOT BE
BEATEN ON PRICE!!

TW LANDSCAPES
We specialise in

l c a e i es a s
Decorated Gravel, Landscaping,
encing nstalled, r ng Laid,

a os nstalled
NEW BLOCK PAVED DRIVES -

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE
Free quotes and advice call:

01785 878 575
07845 483443

ANIMAL WELFARE
Is still looking for a home for
Jack who has been with us for
5 months, he is a black young
cat, neutered vaccinated and

so loving.
0121 502 5027.

RAPID CCTV & Alarms Cameras,
supplied and fitted, data networking,
domestic and commercial, same
day service, call Robbi on 07960
173589/ 0800 633 5899.

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, Slates,
Oakbeams, Flooring, York Stone.
Cawarden 01889 574066. sales@
cawardenreclaim.co.uk

MOBILITY SCOOTER 2017 Blue
Invacare Leo, 4 wheel, Delta han-
dlebars. Good condition. Hardly
used.£550 ono 07914749009

STATIC CARAVAN
9 years old, 36ft x 12,
3 bedrooms, en suite,

immaculate condition.
full central heating

One owner from new,
Has to be taken off site.

£8,500 ono.
07778 271203.

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST plumb-
ing, carpentry, locks, OAP discount
01902 683100 or 07934 460864

LOCKRITE local father and daughter
locksmiths, lock-outs, broken locks,
UPVC specialist, 24hr service.
07585 099385

BOOK FAIR Kinver Community
Centre, DY7 6ER, inc postcards.
Sunday 21st October and 18th
Nov . Next Antique Fair 4th Nov .
Est 1979, Waverley. Refreshments
available. 0121 550 4381.

A AERIAL & SKY
ANY TV REPAIRS
Digital Aerials Fitted

Sky & CCTV Cameras
Free Quotes. 7 days

07850 330251

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky,
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts.
Free quote/any area. 07850 330251.

MG ROOFING
Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs,

Fascias and Gutters.
Call 01902 238989 /

07580 465449.
www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk

DAVIES SON B ILDERS
All Building & Roofing Work
Driveways, Landscaping

Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed
Free uotes: 07837 44 5

01 0 83131

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre-
primed doors fully fitted from £395.
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625.

BFC FACTORY OUTLET
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD,

TIPTON DY4 8XF. OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY

0121 557 6885
INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY)

Open Everyday 10am-5.30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM

£1,250,000 STOCK LIQUIDATION
FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST

COMPANIES OF LEADING BRAND HOME FURNISHERS.
WE HAVE SECURED MASSIVE STOCKS OF SOFAS, SUITES,

RECLINERS, CORNER SUITES, DINING FURNITURE AND BEDS.
ALL MUST BE SOLD AT A FRACTION OF THE ONLINE PRICE.

THIS IS A TRULY ONE-OFF UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
TO ACQUIRE A FANTASTIC BARGAIN.

WWAASS ££779999
SAVE £430
TO CLEAR £369

EVERYDAY 2 SEATER SOFA/SOFABED WITH HEAVY
DUTY METAL ACTIIOONN && IINNTTEERRIIOORR MMAATTTTRREESSSS

WWAS
£11119
SAAVE
£8820

TO CLEAR

£299

ZZEDORE VINCI ALL LEATHER
SSWIVEL RECLINER CHAIR
CCHOICE OF COLOURS

ELECTRIC MOBILITY CHHAIR
LIFT & RISE
IN BLACK OR
CREAM LEATHER

WAS £698
SAVE £350
TO CLEAR £348

NEW YORK TABLE & 2 CHAIRS HARDWOOD IN
BEECH
& CREAM

WAS £199
SAVE £100
TO CLEAR

£99

LUXURY ORTHO DDOUBLE DIVAN
& QUALITY FIRM MATTRESS
WAS £399
SAVE £200
TO CLEAR

£199
Other sizes &
drawers option alsso available

NEWARK CORNER CHAISE SOFA IN LIGHT & DARRK
GREY CHENILLLE

WAS £699 SAVE £300 TO CLEAR £399

1
Family

2
Leisure
Time

3
Home &
Services

4
Pets &
Animals

5
Business &
Farming

6
Property

BUY LOCAL
SELL LOCAL

01902 317878

Buy Local, Sell Local

what’s on
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Personal

Courses

Public Notices

Cars Over £1500

Cars Over £1500

Vehicles Wanted

Cars Under £1500 Scrap Vehicles

Employment
Wanted

Building &
Construction

Properties Wanted

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

mainline
Salvage & Recovery

• SCRAP CARS WANTED
• FREE COLLECTION
• TOP PRICES PAID
Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued
No Fines • No Comebacks

1000’s of vehicle parts in stock
01902 871111 • 07772 240819

07895 346811
www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES

For convenience you
may fax any advertising

requirements to

Marie Hogg on

01902 319694

or email marie.hogg@

expressandstar.co.uk

(remember to include a
name/contact number for
confirmation of receipt)

Home Cash Buyer
Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish
£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££

Houses / Land Required
We also buy Commercial Property

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089
Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154

Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901

www.homecashbuyer.co.uk

ABC AUTO SALVAGE
WANTED URGENT

Scrap & MOT Failures Best
Prices Paid ELV Registered

Spares Always Available
0121 557 0800 or
0121 557 0400.
Oldbury Area.

AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 5*.
0121 472 7281. www.manyana

massageparlour.co.uk

ABK
SECURITY
SERVICES
LIMITED

We provide Training in:
• First Aid / Health & Safety • Safe Moving & Handling • Security (SIA)

Call 01299 879 015
Email enquiries@abktraining.co.uk | www.abksecurity.com

A1 SF RECOVERY

SCRAP CARS WANTED
£100 Minimum Guaranteed

paid for complete cars
Collection 7 days a week

07813 184611

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Windmill Lane, Smethwick)
(Temporary One-Way) Order 2018 has made an Order to temporarily
prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Windmill Lane, Smethwick, other
than in a northerly direction between Cape Hill and Suffrage Street.
Traffic will be diverted via Grove Lane, Cape Hill. The maximum duration
is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 21/10/2018,
effective from 21/10/18. Purpose – works to repair antenna on the roof
of the public house by Shift Traffic Ltd for Nationwide Platforms Ltd.

FIAT500 LOUNGE
2011, 52000 miles, glass roof
service history £30 tax, air
conditioning, electric windows,
electric mirrors, long service
history, alloys, power steering

£4,299 ono
07879403302

VW POLO 1.2
2005, 107,000 miles, MoT to
July 2019, good condition,
good runner, recent new tyres,

recent service, reliable.
Any inspection welcome.

£850 o.n.o.
01543 574437.

SUZUKI WAGON R

2000

Service history.

Spares or repairs

Drives well.

£295.

01562 710289.

BMW 318i
1997, R Reg., 1.8cc petrol,
134,000 miles, MoT September

2019.
£1,200 o.n.o.

07511 437690.

FORD FIESTA 1.4 FLAME
2004, MoT 2019, AC, EW,
radio/CD, alloys, nice condition,
garaged, recent service,

excellent condition, reliable.
£750

07771 428793.

AUDI A4 CABRIOLET
1.8 TURBO, S-LINE

Automatic Gearbox, Bose
Sound System, Parking
Sensors + other high spec

accessories.
In excellent condition and a
Low mileage of 66,527, part
service history and MoT is due

18/01/2019.
£4,700

Call Ryan on 07715 455008.

WANTED MINI VAN

Private Buyer, cash on

collection.

07710 700187.

MERCEDES E320 CDI
AVANTGARDE

2003, 99k miles, Met Grey, abs,
EW, EM, air con, long service
history, auto, CL, CC, power
steering, diesel, sunroof, alloys,
CD player, leather interior.

£2,750.
01384 401209 / 07739 837137

WOMAN WANTS WORK
IN CAFE OR MOBILE

Breakfast cook etc, full or part
time, experienced, Walsall or
surrounding areas, anything

considered.
01922 516528.

JAGUAR XK8

2000

Dark grey, cream upholstery

Petrol plus LPG, cheap to run

£1,450.

07976 227912.

NISSAN MICRA SPORT 1.6
CONVERTIBLE

35,0000 genuine miles,
12 months MoT, Nissan dealer

FSH, glass roof,
stunning condition.

reduced for quick sale,
£2,395.

07980 467390.

PEUGEOT 307 2.0 DIESEL

3-dr, Y reg., Silver, 5 months
MOT, good runner.

£450 ono.

07526 260313

EXPERIENCED BAR MAN looking
for bar work within the Walsall area
or within 10 miles. Can drive.

Please call 07707 868835.

VAUXHALL CORSA
1199cc, 5dr, 02 Reg., in blue,
only 89,000 miles, with service
history, one former keeper,

MoT, excellent condition.
Only £795.

07963 464780.

HYUNDAI COUPE 1600
R reg,

fair condition,
classic car,
must sell.
£825 ono

07864 842076.

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
The Borough Council of Sandwell (St Bartholomew Terrace) (Temporary Road
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along St
Bartholomew Terrace between Reservoir Passage and Little Hill. Traffic will be diverted
via Reservoir Passage, Church Hill, Little Hill and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 09/11/2018, effective from
29/10/2018. Purpose – works to renew water main by Gallaghers for South Staffs Water.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road,
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any
vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road/Station Road, Oldbury between Western
Road and Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is
expected to be completed by 07/11/18 effective from 01/11/18. Traffic will be diverted
via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. Purpose – maintenance
work on the level crossing by Network Rail.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Moat Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure)
Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Moat Road
between Matty Road and Knottsall Lane. Traffic will be diverted via Joinings Bank,
Brookfields Road, Bristnall Hall Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 02/11/2018, effective from
31/10/18. Purpose – works to implement traffic calming scheme by Bridge Construction
for Sandwell MBC.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along
Wrights Lane between Cherry Orchard and Station Road. Traffic will be diverted via
Highgate Street, Heathfield Way, Station Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 23/11/2018, effective from
31/10/18. Purpose – works to install new connections by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Whitehall Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary
Road Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding
along Whitehall Road, West Bromwich between Grout Street and Farley Street. Traffic will
be diverted via Sheepwash Lane,Tame Road, Horseley Heath, Great Western Way, Black
Country New Road, Great Bridge Street, Phoenix Street, Ryders Green Road and
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be
completed by 28/10/2018, effective from 28/10/18. Purpose – works to replace manhole
cover by Amey for Severn Trent Water.

MERCEDES BENZ A180 CDi
CLASSIC SE

2007, 56 plate, blue, 5 months
MoT, 104,000 miles, Diesel,
manual, good condition.

Standard factory fittings.

Buyer must be able to collect.

£900 o.n.o.

07486 853415

BMW 530D CLASSIC E39

Auto, 2000, mint in colour and
condition, leather, cruise, 124k
miles, new tyres, four keys,
all books and history, recent
MoT, only one previous owner

(Neighbour).

£2,250

01785 256183/07908 815307

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
New bespoke application for an environmental permit under the Environmental
Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016
We’ve received an application for a permit from Verus Energy Oak Limited.
Permit number: EPR/DP3038JC/A001
Regulated facility type: 5.1 A(1) b): The incineration of pre-processed refuse
derived fuel (RDF), municipal solid waste (MSW) and commercial and industrial
waste (C&I) in a waste incineration plant with a nominal design capacity of greater
than 3 tonnes per hour.
Regulated facility location: Kelvin Energy ERF, Land at Giffords Recycling,
Kelvin Way, West Bromwich
The application contains a description of: the installation; the materials, substances
and energy it will use and generate; the conditions of its site; the source, nature and
quantity of its foreseeable emissions and their significant effects on the environment;
the proposed techniques for preventing, reducing, and monitoring its emissions and
preventing and recovering waste; and an outline of the main alternatives, if any,
considered.
This information is held in a register at the following locations (available from
Monday 22 October 2018):
Central Library, High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8DZ Tel: 0121 569 4904
Opening hours: Monday 9:30am-7pm, Tuesday-Friday 9:30am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Sunday Closed
Sandwell College, Sand well Central Campus, 1 Spon Lane, West Bromwich,
B70 6AW. Tel: 0121 667 5000
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:00pm
Lodge Community Centre, Lodge Road, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 8PJ.
Tel: 0121 553 2013
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm
Bethel Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich B70 7JW Tel: 0121 553 5566
Opening Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm
You can view the information at the Environment Agency register:
The Environment Agency, Sentinel House, 9 Wellington Crescent, Fradley Park,
Lichfield, WS13 8RR.
You can look at our register 9.30am-4.30pm, Monday to Friday. Please phone the
National Customer Contact Centre on 03708 506 506 to arrange an appointment.
You may get a copy of documents on the register. We may charge to cover copying
costs.
If you have any comments send these by 30 November 2018
View the application documents and comment online: https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/psc/b70-7jr-verus-energy-oak-limited
Email: pscpublicresponse@environment-agency.gov.uk
Or write to P&SC – Land Team, Quadrant 2, 99 Parkway Avenue, Sheffield, S9 4WF
Normally we must put any responses we receive on the public register. This includes
your name and contact details. Please tell us if you do not want your response to be
public.
We must decide whether to grant or refuse the application. If we grant it, we must
decide what conditions to include in the permit.
The proposals which are the subject of this application are also separately the
subject of an environmental impact assessment under the Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999,
and you can get further information on this from Sandwell Metropolitan Borough
Council.
Find out more about the application:
A public drop-in session will be held by the Environment Agency to answer any
questions you may have on the permitting process and how you can respond to the
consultation. This will be held on Wednesday 7 November 2018 from 2pm-7pm at
Bethel Convention Centre, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich B70 7JW.

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Regeneration and Growth

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)
Order 2015

This is a major application.

DC/18/62286 Bio Renewables
Waste Ltd

Unit 12, Block 2, Wednesbury
Trading Estate, Wednesbury
WS10 7JN

Proposed change of
use to waste to energy
plant and associated
external flue to roof.

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under
the above planning acts, of which it is required to give public notice for the reason given
at the beginning of each group of applications.
Applications are available to view via the Council’s Public Access website
(www.sandwell.gov.uk), or at the Council’s offices at Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE.
Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 23 days of the date
of this advertisement quoting the application reference number.
MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive

AMP SCAFFOLDING require
carded Scaffolders, Gangs and
Drivers for long term contracts.
Telephone 0121 580 0389.

MERCEDES SLK 200

2010, 42,400 miles,

metallic black, EW, EM,
Automatic, FSH, CD, lady
owner, heated leather seats,

front / rear sensors,

12 months MoT.

Immaculate car.

Sorry no offers

£8,500.

01785 840692. 07817 247471.

JULIA MARIA LANDER
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or an interest in the
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late
of 10 Frank Road Smethwick, who died on
31/01/2018, are required to send particulars
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors
on or before 21/12/2018, after which date the
Estate will be distributed having regard only to
claims and interests of which they have had
notice.
BACHES SOLCITORS LLP
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway
West Bromwich B70 7PL T541514

RUBENA LEANORAH BAILE
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 1
Florence Road ldbury West idlands B 9 2 ,
who died on 07/08/2018, are required to send
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned
Solicitors on or before 28/12/2018, after which date
the Estate will be distributed having regard only to
claims and interests of which they have had notice.
SIL S SOLICITORS LIMITED
27 Birmingham Street ldbury
West idlands B 9 T541 15

MERCEDES 270 CLK
CDi ELEGANCE COUPE

2005
Blue with grey leather trim

Good condition inside and out
Ten months MoT

£2,995.
07941 433999.

7
Jobs 8

Motoring

9
Local

Information

10
Personals

BUY
LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL
01902 317878

To advertise in
Final Whistle call our
experienced sales team
on 01902 31 31 31

EVERY
MONDAY

01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

32

S
a
n
d
w
e
ll
C
h
ro
n
ic
le
Th
ur
sd
ay
,O
ct
ob
er
18
,2
01
8



QUAL ITY REDEF INED

YEAR WARRANTY

Across the Kia Range - Only available at Brindley Kia West Bromwich

Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km) for the models shown: Urban 38.7 (7.3) – 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban 51.4 (5.5) – 57.6 (4.9), Combined 47.1 (6.0) – 57.6 (5.5), CO2 emissions 132g/km – 120g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. The NEDC Equivalent data presented here is for limited comparison purposes only and cannot be compared with other test data such as NEDC or WLTP. For more information about WLTP please refer to kia.com/uk. Models shown: Picanto ‘X-line S’ 1.25
83bhp 5-speed manual at £14,470 including optional chargeable Clear White paint at £250, Stonic ‘4’ 1.0 T-GDi 118bhp 6-speed manual ISG at £20,200 including premium Blaze Red with Black roof paint. New Sportage ‘GT-Line S’ 1.6 CRDi 134bhp 2WD 7-speed Auto DCT ISG at £31,840 including optional chargeable
Fusion White paint. All-New Ceed ‘First Edition’ 5dr 1.4 T-GDi 138bhp 6-speed manual ISG at £25,750 including optional Infra-Red paint. Specification varies across the range and is subject to change without notice. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer’s warranty.

Brindley Kia West Bromwich
85 New Road • Tipton • DY4 7BX • 0121 5140508
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World’s best-selling sports car – MX-5
The Mazda MX-5 has been around for a few 
years now, first launched in the UK in 1990, 
and has a well-earned reputation as the 
world’s best-selling sports car. 

It has retained its place at the top of every 
‘must-have’ car list by maintaining a fine 
balance between hi-tech additions and 
respect for its heritage.

For 2019, Mazda has made a few tweaks, 
added more power and given the MX-5 a 
gentle aesthetic makeover – nothing so 
drastic as to upset the aficionados and 
nothing so subtle that the differences are 
impossible to spot. 

Shorter, lower and wider than the model 
it replaces, the 2019 two-seat MX-5 is still 
aesthetically gorgeous and still available as 
a soft-top convertible and a hard-top RF - 
retractable fastback – choice will depend on 
sociability.

The mechanically operated three sectioned 
hard top requires speeds of less than six mph 
for activation and the mere depression of a 
button to open and close in 13 seconds but 
suffers from wind noise even at relatively low 
speeds which is only a problem if you feel the 
need to talk to your passenger. 

The soft top requires a modicum of manual 
dexterity to fold into place but is very much 
quieter on the move. It is also now three 
kilograms lighter. 

Additions in either version include telescopic 
steering wheel adjustment, now standard 
across all models, and new designs for the 16 
and 17-inch alloys.

As with every model that has gone before, 
and probably every one which comes after, 
the MX-5 is a real joy to drive being thoroughly 

engaging at every turn and curve. It is set up 
in such a way as to flatter the cautious and 
encourage the expert.

The dynamic handling is unwavering on 
every corner, with the car staying totally 
connected to the road and to the driver - sheer 
delight. 

Driving with the top down is essential for 
the full benefit and, provided movement is 
constant, the rain will disperse unnoticed – 
until the inevitable red light. 

The low seating position is much more 
comfortable than might appear at first glance, 
being very easy to get into and perhaps 
more difficult to exit for the less agile but not 
impossible.

Less comfortable for some might be 
the absence of storage space within the 
cabin but this is a car which is all about the 
driving experience and best appreciated in 
an uncluttered environment.  The slightly 
enlarged boot will now take 13O litres of 

luggage, uncompromised by the position of 
the roof – so more than enough for a weekend 
away – or week if it’s a skimpy one.

The cabin/dash has an unfussy layout with 
nothing unnecessary or distracting. It almost 
goes without saying that the Mazda MX-5 is 
well put together with quality materials.  

Engines now include the more powerful 
184ps version of Mazda’s 2.0 litre 
SKYACTIV-G petrol engine – up from 160ps. 
The result is a convertible which can zap 
from 0-62mph in 6.5 seconds.  Also on the 

list is the enhanced 1.5litre 132ps petrol 
engine which will travel the same distance in 
8.3seconds. 

Expect between 40mpg and 44mpg 
depending on engine, transmission and 
driving style. 

The six-speed automatic transmission, 
available in the 2.0litre 184ps Sport Nav+,  has 
a very slight hesitation on swift acceleration 
but nothing to undermine the enjoyment; but 
to really be in control, the delicious short throw 
six-speed manual is the one to go for.

Prices now range from £18,995 to £29,195. 
Trims are as before for the convertible - SE+, 
SE-L Nav+, Sport Nav+ - with addition of a 
new GT Sport Nav+. From £22,595, the RF is 
available in SE-L Nav+, Sport Nav+, and GT 
Sport Nav+, with the higher two trims available 
with an automatic gearbox.

The upgraded 184ps 2.0-litre engine will 
initially only be available in the new GT Sport 
Nav+ trim.

Whatever your choice, it is not a decision you 
will regret. 

The hard top requires speeds of less than six mph for activation and the mere depression of a button to open and close in 13 seconds

The cabin/dash has an unfussy layout with 
nothing unnecessary or distracting

ROAD TEST

By Carmel Stewart



55 MG ZST 1600 Met Grey, Full Body Kit, Alloys,
1/2 Leather, PAS, AC, EW, Facelift ........ £2999

54 MG ZT 1.8T 120BHP Met Black, 1/2 Leather,
Alloys, PAS, EW, AC, Facelift ................. £2499

54 MG ZR 1.4 3-dr. Met Grey, Alloys, 1/2 Leather,
PAS, EW, AC, Facelift ............................. £2299

55 CHEVROLET LACCETTI SX 1.6cc Met Silver,
Alloys, PAS, EW, AC................................ £2299

55 VAUXHALL VECTRA LIFE CDTi 120bhp Met
Grey, Diesel, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM.......... £3499

03 MGTF Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW,
EM, CD .................................................... £2499

07 FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE 1.2cc Met Blue,Alloys,
PS, EW, EM, CD...................................... £3699

06 CHEVROLET TACUMA CDX 2.0cc PLUS
Auto. Met Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW........... £2699

55 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 1.2cc 16v 3-dr.
Met Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM ............. £2999

55 RENAULT MEGANE EXPRESSION VVT 1.6cc
16v Met Grey, PAS, EW, EM, AC, CD ..... £2999

52 VAUXHALL CORSA CLUB 12v 1.0cc 3-dr.
Met Silver, EW, PAS, CD Player .............. £2299

53 RENAULT SCENIC AUTHENTIQUE 16v 1.4cc
Met Green, PAS, EW, EM........................ £2499

55 VAUXHALL ASTRA LIFE TWINPORT 1.6cc
Met Grey, PAS, EW, EM, AC, CD............ £3699

05 RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE DCi 1.9cc
120bhp Met Blue, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM.. £2699

04 VAUXHALL ASTRA SXi TWINPORT 1.6cc
Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW, DM, AC ....... £3799

04 JAGUAR X TYPE V6 2.5cc Auto AWD. Met
Green, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM, AC ............ £3299

02 BMW 318 TiSE COMPACT 2.0cc Met Silver,
Alloys, PAS, EW, EM, AC ........................ £2999

05 VAUXHALL VECTRA LS 16v 1.8cc Met Gold,
PAS, EW, EM, CD.................................... £2499

55 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCi LX Met Silver, PAS,
EW, EM, AC............................................. £2999

Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, B65 0AH
0121 561 5588

OPEN 7 DAYS
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 3-door. Met Grey, 1/2
leather, PAS, Alloys. Look....................................£2999

05 FORD KA CONVERTIBLE Silver, Full Leather, PAS, EW,
Alloys .................................................................£1799

56 RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 DYNAMIC Alloys, PAS, EW, AC,
CD. Only .............................................................£2499

07 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIC Full Power Roof, CD,
EW, AC, Alloys.....................................................£2699

05 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCi GHIA 5-door. Silver, PAS, EW,
AC, Alloys ...........................................................£2499

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 LIFE Met Grey, 7 seats, PAS,
EW, CD, AC .........................................................£1999

02 TOYOTA CELICA 1.8 190 BHP Gold, Full Leather, Alloys,
PAS, Sunroof ......................................................£2199

54 PEUGEOT 407 HDi Est Silver, Roofbars, PAS, Alloys, AC,
CD......................................................................£2499

07 MAZDA 5 1.8 7 Seats, Met Blue, AC, EW, PAS,
CD, only .............................................................£3499

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SXi 5-door. Black, PAS, EW, AC,
CD, Alloys...........................................................£2499

04 SUZUKI GROWL VITARA 1.6 SE Red over Silver, PAS,
EW, AC ...............................................................£2699

58 CITROEN C4 1.6SX 5-door. Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW,
CD, AC................................................................£2999

06 KIA SEDONA 2.9 LE DIESEL Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW, AC,
7 Seats ..............................................................£2999

07 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 RIPCURL 3-door. Silver, PAS, AC,
CD, Alloys...........................................................£2999

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE Silver, PAS, EW, AC, CD, 7
Seats .................................................................£1999

05 KIA SEDONA 2.9 SE Silver, Full Leather, DVDs, PAS,
Alloys, 7 Seats....................................................£2999

55 MINI COOPER Met Black, 1/2 Leather, Alloys, PAS, EW,
AC, only..............................................................£3999

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi Grey, Full Body Kit, Alloys,
AC, CD, PAS........................................................£4299

Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, B65 0AH
0121 561 5588

OPEN 7 DAYS
Debit and Credit Card Welcome Warranty PX Welcome

11 FORD FOCUS SPORT 1.6 TDCi Met Silver,
5 door, PAS, E/W, A/C, Alloys, Sat Nav ......£3499

60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 LS 5 Door 
White, Full Body Kit, Alloys, PAS EW .........£2699

57 PEUGEOT 207CC 1.6 HDI Red, Full Leather, 
PAS, EW, AC, Alloys .................................. £1999

59 SUZUKI SWIFT 1.5 GLX 5 Door, Red, 
EW, PAS, AC, CD, Alloys ............................£2799

06 HONDA CIVIC 1.8 SE Met Black Full 
Leather Alloys PAS, E,W, AC ......................£2699

59 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 CDTi Silver 
PAS, EW, AC, CD........................................£2499

10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VERVE 5 Door, Silver, 
PAS, EW CD, AC, Alloys .............................£2799

09 FORD KA 1.2 Silver, 3 Door, PAS, EW, 
CD, AC........................................................£2999

60 FIAT PANDA 1.2 5 Door, White, EW, 
PAS, CD, AC ...............................................£2499

56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 Silver, 3 Door, PAS, 
EW, CD, AC.................................................£2299

07 FORD FIESTA 1.4 Diesel, Blue, 5 Door, 
PAS, EW, CD AC.........................................£2299

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 5 Door in Silver, 
PAS, EW CD AC..........................................£2699

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS

VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON

www.britanniamotor.co.uk
Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 0AH

0121 561 5588
Debit and credit cards accepted
CARS WANTED FOR CASH
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Lexus announces prices and 
model range for new UX SUV

Find best instructor with new app
Youmi, the new app designed to 
revolutionise the way learner drivers 
find instructors, has been launched in 
Wolverhampton by local 25-year-old 
technology enthusiast Banwo Idowu, 
based in the West Midlands.

In the UK two out of every five learner 
drivers experience a minimum of two 
driving instructors before finding an 
instructor they are compatible with, which 
costs UK learners approximately £33m for 
ineffective lessons that slow down their 
learning experience. The issue is caused 
by the inability for learners to effectively 
scan the instructor marketplace and find 
the best instructor for their needs.

Youmi has been built with the ambition 
of correcting the marketplace problem 
by giving learners the ability to access 
and compare hundreds of local driving 
instructors and select them based on star-
ratings left by other learners - a feature that 
has never been available before.

The new service is free for learners 
to access and use, and instructors pay 
£9.99 per month to be featured, and keep 
everything they earn, with no commissions 
or high charges that traditional driving 
schools demand. Youmi creates an 
efficient and modern way to plug driving 

instructors directly into their target market, 
and gives learners a quick and easy way to 
choose a driving instructor.

 Banwo Idowu, Founder and CEO of 
Youmi shares his start-up story: “Just 
like thousands of other 17-year olds, I 
was raring to get behind the wheel of 
the car from the day I turned 17, but 
the excitement was quickly replaced 
by frustration. I went through lots of 
incompatible driving instructors, and I felt 
like I was going nowhere fast. It was during 
this time that I came up with the idea of 
Youmi – somewhere learner drivers can 
read reviews and easily compare local 
instructors in one place – but mainly a 
place where they have the ability to decide 
who teaches them to drive.”

Mike Spooner, head of Approved Driving 
Instructor (ADI) Engagement at Youmi 
comments on the industry issues: “The 
biggest problem that driving instructors 
face – even the best ones – is generating 
awareness amongst prospective learner 
drivers. Most good instructors rely on 
word of mouth, but it’s not a guaranteed 
source of new learners all year round so 
we are always looking for ways to raise 
awareness.  

“By introducing a star-rating to the 

industry for the first time, Youmi will enable 
the best driving instructors to benefit 
from increased awareness, and should 
encourage more instructors to deliver 
a better experience every time, as they 
are only as good as their last review. The 
app is a real game changer, and one that 
all instructors are going to benefit from 
using.”

To help ease the financial burden on 
young people, Youmi features a refer-a-
friend scheme whereby learners share 
their Youmi code with other learners to 
earn points and get discounts off their 
lessons. Youmi is available to download 
now via the App Store and Google Play 
for learners. Approved Driving Instructors 
should register at www.youmidrive.co.uk

Banwo Idowu developed the app after his own experiences

The First Edition Peugeot 508 SW

Stylish First Edition 
for 508 SW range
Peugeot has revealed the 508 SW First Edition. This 
introductory model kicks off sales of the new estate 
car across Europe. 

The First Edition is based on the range-topping GT 
trim, but adds unique styling touches and interior 
equipment. Available in two colours – Twilight Blue and 
Amazonite Grey – the First Edition also adds several 
exterior styling upgrades, including a gloss black grille 
surround and 19-inch diamond-cut alloy wheels with a 
two-tone finish.

The interior has black headlining, blue mood lighting, 
aluminium detailing on the pedals and door sills plus 
a Zebrano wood finish for the boot floor, reminiscent 
of that in the Mercedes CLS Shooting Brake.  There’s 
carbon effect trim for the dashboard and soft Nappa 
leather upholstery, available in either black or red.

As befits a range-topping trim, the 508 SW First 
Edition is available exclusively with the two most 
powerful engines from the range. One petrol and 
one diesel engine are offered, with power outputs of 
222bhp and 178bhp respectively.

Elsewhere, there’s all the tech you’ll find on the GT 
model, including several innovations not seen on 
a Peugeot model before. In addition to the 10-inch 
infotainment display, there’s inductive smartphone 
charging, a high-end FOCAL sound system and night 
vision tech.

Peugeot has not announced pricing for the 508 SW 
First Edition, but expect a modest increase over the 
£37,014 starting price for the equivalent hatchback 
model.

Lexus has announced pricing and the model range for 
its new UX 250h compact SUV crossover in the UK.

The all-new model will be launched in March next year 
in a line-up that adopts Lexus’s new, focused, three-
grade structure. The choice will comprise UX, F Sport 
and Takumi models, with a complementary range of 
option packs designed to give customers the freedom to 
enhance their vehicle’s technology, audio, performance, 
safety and luxury specifications.

On-the-road prices will start at £29,900 for the UX, with 
the F Sport at £33,900 and the top-of-the-range Takumi at 
£39,100.

Both front and all-wheel drive versions of the UX 
250h will be available, the latter equipped with Lexus’s 
compact, lightweight and fuel-efficient E-Four system 
which provides electric motor drive to the rear axle, 
automatically providing extra grip in slippery conditions. 
All-wheel drive will be an option on the Takumi and on UX 
and F Sport models in combination with the Premium Plus 
or Takumi Pack.

Striking
The introduction of the UX 250h marks Lexus’s entry into 

the growing premium compact SUV crossover segment 
with a car that is rich in striking design, advanced 
technology features and luxurious quality. As the first 
model to be built on the Lexus Global Architecture – C 
platform, it also delivers strong dynamic performance 
and driver rewards, with a low centre of gravity, highly 
rigid body and suspension tuned for the ideal balance of 
responsiveness, stability and ride comfort.

In the UK the new UX 250h will be offered exclusively 
with a self-charging 2.0-litre hybrid powertrain. The fourth 
generation of Lexus’s premium market-leading hybrid 
technology features a new, high-efficiency four-cylinder 
petrol engine that has been specifically engineered for the 
UX to secure excellent fuel economy, low emissions and a 
characteristically smooth, quiet and refined drive, coupled 
with the dynamic performance rewards of the new GA-C 
platform.

The UX grade will feature the second generation Lexus 
Safety System+, a new Lexus Navigation system, dual-
zone air conditioning and 17-inch alloys.

Key features for the F Sport include F Sport interior and 
exterior styling features, including F Sport 18-inch alloy 
wheels and front spindle grille, plus F Sport front seats 
with fabric and Tahara upholstery, pedals and steering 

wheel in the cabin. The specification also includes rear 
privacy glass, heated, power-adjustable front seats and a 
heated steering wheel.

The Takumi, named in celebration of Lexus’s skilled 
takumi craftsmen, offers smooth leather upholstery, 
integrated front seat ventilation, a bespoke Mark Levinson 
13-speaker Premium Surround Sound system, 10-inch 
multimedia display, 360-degree camera, driver’s head-up 
display, sunroof, Blind Spot Monitor and Rear Cross Traffic 
Alert with braking function.

At launch, five option packs will be available. The 
Premium Pack (UX and F Sport) provides 18-inch alloy 
wheels, front and rear parking sensors, rear privacy glass, 
integrated heating in the front seats and steering wheel 
and an auto-dimming rear-view mirror.

Taking luxury specification to an even higher level, the 
Premium Plus Pack (UX and F Sport) adds smooth leather 
upholstery, cabin trim finish inspired by the textured 
grain of traditional Japanese washi paper screens, smart 
entry, power tailgate and illuminated entry system. When 
selected for the F Sport, the pack further provides a 10-

inch multimedia display and power-adjustable steering 
wheel.

The Tech & Safety Pack (UX and F Sport) equips the 
car with a Blind Spot Monitor, Rear Cross Traffic with 
Auto Brake, triple-eye LED headlights with Advanced 
Headlamp System, a driver’s head-up display and a 
wireless charging tray for smartphones. When applied 
to the F Sport model, it further provides Lexus’ latest 
generation Adaptive Variable Suspension system, 
which debuted on the LC flagship coupe. This provides 
automatic, independent, damping force at each wheel in 
response to driver inputs and road conditions, adjusting 
through 650 predefined levels for seamless performance.

The UX model is available with a Tech & Sound Pack that 
equips the vehicle with the Mark Levinson audio system, 
head-up display, wireless charger and power-adjustable 
front seats and steering wheel.

For the F Sport, the Takumi Pack upgrade includes all 
the content of the Premium Plus and Tech & Safety Packs, 
together with front seat ventilation, the Mark Levinson 
audio system, a sunroof and 360-degree camera.

By Sharon Walters

The introduction of the UX 250h marks Lexus’s entry into the growing premium compact SUV crossover segment



YOU would be hard-pressed to find a 
physio who has been around in non-
league longer than Gavin Blackwell.

Having treated thousands of injuries 
and travelled thousands of miles, Black-
well is now in the 31st season of doing 
what he loves.

He is out to keep the likes of former Wolves 
striker Sylvan Ebanks-Blake and ex-Baggie Lee 
Hughes in tip-top shape at Halesowen Town.

Blackwell has not only taken care of players 
at The Grove, though. Oldbury United, Stour-
bridge, Tividale, Hednesford Town, Wolves’ 
academy and Albion reserves have also been the 
beneficiaries of his thorough work.

Naturally, he has come across many different 
characters during his time – some will be more 
than happy to listen to his advice, others are 
just desperate to be out on the pitch.

“Some had low morale and some needed an 
arm around the shoulder,” he said.

Grumbling
“They weren’t all as keen as mustard to play 

if they had a little niggle. And if a player’s not 
happy you may as well leave him out, because 
he’s going to be grumbling and moaning and 
using it as an excuse. 

“Some always wanted to play. Others are not 
bothered if it takes another week or two.”

Blackwell’s mantra is ‘keeping the show on 
the road’ and that sometimes means compro-
mises have to be made.

Giving an insight into what the role entails, 
he said: “The physiotherapist is part of the 
backroom team.

“At our level, this is using a squad of players 
of about 16 to 18. A difficult equation and one 
that doesn’t work a great deal of the time.

“There are always at least two long-term in-
juries who are definitely out of the next game, 
and a string of running repairs who will play 
but have to be nursed from training until the 
last minute.

“Add to that suspensions, simple illness, and 
you can see that a good deal of juggling goes on.

“Against this background, the physiothera-
pist has to make clinical judgement in the first 
place and then understand the manager’s di-
lemma and help to keep the show on the road, 
with pragmatic compromises.

“The long-term injuries are not up for discus-
sion and are accepted as being non-combatant 
for the moment. 

“The short term, grey area injuries – the 
slight thigh strain, the slight tweaked ankle, 
the direct kicks and knocks suffered in training 
– raise the question ‘Fit for Saturday?’ and that 
isn’t a criticism, just a statement of fact of how 
it is, and how it has to be.

Advanced
“The club is in the business of playing foot-

ball matches, fielding teams and hopefully win-
ning.”

Blackwell has had the honour of being part of 
many successful sides, too.

The Southern League Cup, the Southern 
League Midland Division title and the Northern 
Premier League play-offs are just a few things 
he has been involved in winning over his many 
years.

Technology has advanced drastically in 
Blackwell’s time as a physio – there are so many 
ways injuries can be treated now, and steps to 
take to prevent them. 

There only used to be one substitute when he 
started, too  but things are very different now 
with up to five allowed in non league. 

But he insists the fundamentals of the role 
remain the same.

“The more things change the more they stay 
the same,” said Blackwell.

“The progress in surgical procedures  have 
cut down the post- operative physiotherapy 
dramatically. We have also been helped by ad-
vances in surgery, rehabilitation and diagnosis. 
When I started the only investigation was an 
x-ray. 

“Now we have CT scan, MRI scans, ultra-
sound scans, and isotype bone scans. Together 
with surgery advancements, especially to the 
knee and the anterior cruciate ligament inju-
ries, we have it all. 

“No matter how much techniques, facilities, 
budgets and the nuts and bolts change, though, 
you still need the right people to implement 
these and to motivate the players through a 
sometimes difficult and desperate period in 
their career.”

Slog
In his first 31st year, Blackwood loves the 

game as much as ever. 
He has no plans to call it a day anytime soon 

and added: “It can be a slog, particularly if 
things aren’t going well. 

“Evening training, travelling, playing games 
going through the range of emotions together 
can take its toll. 

“It can be a 24/7 existence for 10 months of 
the year. You have to have a certain mindset 
to deal with it. You become obsessed with the 
game. I need to be with the team at all times,” 
he added. 

“Holidays can only be booked around June 
time and public holidays, weddings, parties and 
other social events have to take a back seat. 
Football is in my blood and it is a way of life.”

Gavin is still getting
them fit for Saturday

Blackwell, left, celebrating success with Stourbridge

Blackwell tends to an injured player at Halesowen

Blackwell, right during his days with Hednesford

SPORTING FEATURE
By Joe Edwards

“No matter how much 
the techniques, facilities, 
budgets and the nuts and 
bolts change, though, you 
still need the right people 
to implement these and 
to motivate the players”

BILSTON’S Elliot Stewart is set to make his debut at the International 
Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) World Judo Championships in November.

Stewart, son of 1988 Olympic bronze medallist Dennis Stewart, lost most 
of his sight at the start of 2017 and has only been fighting at international 
level since August 2017.

However, he has already won bronze medals at the Tashkent and Antalya 
World Cups.

His brother Max is also a high-level judoka and is looking to qualify for 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. British Judo performance director Nigel 
Donohue – who has selected an eight-strong squad – said: “As always, we’re 
excited to take on the best in the world at a major championships.

“The standard of visually-impaired judo is improving year on year but 
our judoka are showing that they are of the level with some fantastic results 
in this cycle. There’s still a lot of hard work to be done but we’re confident 
the results will come.”

GLEN Durrant will return to the Grand Slam of Darts in Wolverhampton 
next month. The British Darts Organisation (BDO) world champion will be 
part of the 32-player field at Aldersley Leisure Village this year while the 
Civic Hall undergoes refurbishment.

He will be joined by former Lakeside champion Scott Michell, who will 
be making his fourth Grand Slam appearance, and Lakeside Championship 
runner-up Mark McGeeney, who featured in the 2017 tournament.

Dutchman Wesley Harms will also return to the Grand Slam for the first 
time in four years, having previously competed on three occasions.

Newly-crowned World Masters champion Adam Smith-Neale will be 
making his Wolverhampton debut, along with Jim Williams, Gary Robson 
and Michael Unterbuchner.

It is the only tournament of the year the two main darts organisations 
come together – with Professional Darts Corporation world champion Rob 
Cross and world No.1 Michael van Gerwen set to lead the PDC challenge.

ATHLETICS returns to the Arena Birmingham in 2019 with two prestig-
ious meetings early in the new year.

British Athletics kick off the indoor season with the SPAR British Ath-
letics Indoor Championships on February 9 and 10. As well as deciding who 
is crowned one of 26 British champions from the schedule of events, the 
weekend of action will also determine which athletes represent Great Brit-
ain & Northern Ireland at the European Indoor Championships in Glasgow 
from March 1-3.

A week after the 63rd renewal of the SPAR indoor championships, super-
stars of track and field headline the Muller Indoor Grand Prix Birmingham, 
ranked as the best one-day indoor meeting in the world.

Over the years this meeting has seen British stars such as Sir Mo Farah, 
Dina Asher-Smith and Laura Muir regularly appear alongside the world’s 
very best athletes and 2019’s event will see more world-class head-to-heads 
expected to compete.

Arena on track for
top-class athletics

BDO champ Durrant
set for Grand Slam

Stewart to debut at
world championship  

Blackwell helps an injured player off the pitch
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WE BUY
• CLOTHING • SHOES
• HANDBAGS • BEDDING

GET £££’S FOR YOUR CLOTHES
AT CASH 4 CLOTHES

275 BRISTNALL HALL ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 9NF (NOW OPEN)

07808 085 919
OW OPEN)

WE BUY ASIAN
CLOTHES

WE BUY ALL TYPES OF NON FERROUS METAL
BEST RATES IN TOWN

OPEN NOW WE BUY METALS
• COPPER • CABLES • BRASS • ELECTRIC MOTORS
UNIT B189 TAT BANK ROAD, OLDBURY, B69 4NU

07801 984 405

Barnes believes Barry can play until 40
GARETH Barry’s team-mates believe he 
is capable of playing on until he is 40.

The veteran midfielder, who turns 38 in 
February, is enjoying his first ever cam-
paign in the second tier after 20 consecu-
tive seasons in the Premier League.

He’s worked his way into the Baggies 
team in recent weeks, and has started four 
of the last six games for Darren Moore. In 
Albion’s last fixture, a 4-1 victory over 
Reading, he completed the full 90 minutes 
and started the match as captain.

Harvey Barnes was born just six months 
before Barry made his Villa debut 20 years 
ago, but the youngster believes his expe-
rienced team-mate, who has played 770 
senior games, can continue into his 40s.

“I don’t see why not,” said Barnes, who 
is currently away with England under-21s. 
“He has had a great career and I’m sure 
he’d like it to continue here (at Albion).

“He is massive for the team. You can 
see when he steps into the team it sort of 
brings a calmness around the place.

“You see it in training all the time but 
when you are out there on a Saturday he 
just brings that composure and he has got 
a great left foot.

“Everyone knows what he has achieved 
in his career and he is a real asset.”

Crawley Town midfielder Dannie Bul-
man, who turns 40 in January, is cur-
rently the oldest player in league football. 

Barry isn’t even the oldest player in the 
Championship, because that accolade goes 
to Peter Crouch. 

Wednesbury 36 Handsworth 33
RFU Senior Vase Rd 1

THIS week’s game against old 
rivals Handsworth, a game 
Wednesbury won but should 
have won more convincingly. 

Lots of errors and mistakes nearly 
cost them the game. 

The home side took the lead after only six min-
utes, a ruck had formed Nick McDaid picked up 
the ball and ran over the line, Matt Dale added 
the conversion. 

Five minutes later they added their second try, 
Martin Beech passed to Stan Zvidi and he raced 
down the pitch, evading Handsworth tackles to 
score, Dale again converting.

The visitors got points on the board with a 
penalty. Five minutes later Wednesbury, Dale 
picked up the ball after a scrum 25 metres out 
and planted it over the line, no conversion. 

But Handsworth came back with a try, conver-
sion and a successful penalty kick to end the half. 

Within a minute of the restart Wednesbury 
were awarded a scrum with Nick McDaid even-
tually racing over the line, Dale converting again.

Wednesbury’s Lee Allwood latched onto the 
ball after a Handsworth mistake from the half-
way line to score another, no conversion. 

Handsworth then got a try back halfway 
through the half, no conversion.

Then the pendulum swung back to the home 
side, as captain Josh Harris scored, a couple of 
minutes later, with no conversion.

Handsworth answered this with a try of their 
own, no conversion. With just a couple of minutes 
remaining Wednesbury were awarded a penalty 
for a high tackle Matt Dale converted the kick. 
From the restart Handsworth scored a try, no 
conversion.

Then in injury time Handworth ran in the final 
try, no conversion. After the game Wednesbury 
coach Gary Summers said: “We were dominant 
for the first twenty minutes. 

“Handsworth never gave up and played some 
exciting attacking rugby with the turnover ball 
and penalties that allowed them the ball.”

RIVALS NEARLY
GIFTED VICTORY

Sport
SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK

Alas, Smith and John’s Villa jobs

New Villa manager Dean Smith shares a joke on his phone with Richard O’Kelly and John Terry

NEW Villa boss Dean Smith has revealed how 
an hour-long FaceTime chat with John Terry 
helped convince him to return to the Midlands.

Terry has returned as part of Smith’s coach-
ing staff, and confirmed the decision was very 
much his own.

The pair had an existing relationship going 
back several years and Smith believes Terry, 
who was also on Villa’s shortlist to replace 
Steve Bruce, has plenty to offer as an assistant. 
He explained: “When I discussed the role I was 
told there was an opportunity to take John.

“I knew if we spoke we could both come up 

with good enough honest answers to see if we 
both want to move on with it or not.

“So that’s what we did. Me and John spoke 
about it and decided it was right. But I felt it 
was a win-win for both of us.”

Terry, who made 36 appearances for Villa 
last season, will work alongside Richard 
O’Kelly as Smith’s assistant.

Smith added: “I thought John was a good 
fit. I want coaches who are going to come and 
challenge me. He knows the players, he knows 
the dressing room, he knows the club. They are 
three things that tick the box.”

Making sure players fit
the bill on matchdays
Page 35

Julia: Cyrille
helped me
get over wall
JULIA REGIS drew on memories of her 
late husband Cyrille during her gruel-
ling 50-mile trek of the Great Wall of 
China to help raise tens of thousands of 
pounds for The Albion Foundation.

Superbike racer in
top form with two
championship wins
THE Darley Moor Road Racing Cham-
pionship again proved to be a successful 
hunting ground for Black Country and 
Staffordshire club racers.

The stars at Darley final round also 
attracted some of the biggest names 
in the business with British Superbike 
racer Richard Cooper sealing two wins at 
the biggest meeting of the day. Anthony 
Eades and Wolverhampton passenger 
Keith Box took the Open Sidecar Cham-
pionship, as, leading by eight points, 
their nearest rivals failed to finish. 

There was heartbreak for 15-year-
old McCauley Longmore, from Coppice 
Farm, Willenhall, who saw mechanical 
problems scupper his title hopes.

Chris Moore was able to lift the Clas-
sic 350 Championship when his nearest 
challenger, Dudley’s Mark Cockerton, 
failed to finish the third lap and ended 
the season second in the championship.

Wednesbury’s Neil Lloyd suffered 
more technical problems, but finished 
third in the Formula Darley class race. 
He also finished third in the Formula 
Darley class. 

Best young
talent from
Hawthorns
WEST Brom have had more players in 
England’s youth teams this season than 
Manchester United and Liverpool – and 
just five clubs in the country boast more 
representatives than the Baggies.

The Championship club has had seven 
players in the England youth squads 
from under-16s up to under-21s.

That is one more than the world’s 
richest club, Manchester United, who 
have only had six representatives in 
those age groups, and two more than 
Liverpool, according to data gathered by 
youth team experts YouthHawk.

The Baggies are by far the best rep-
resented club in the Championship, and 
they also outrank the majority of Pre-
mier League sides.

Albion’s magnificent seven include 
midfielders Sam Field and Kyle Ed-
wards, who both featured for Paul Simp-
son’s U20s in a 2-1 win over Italy last 
week and started against Czech Republic 
on Monday, which ended in a 1-1 draw.

Fellow midfielder Rekeem Harper and 
defender Nathan Ferguson are currently 
in the U19 squad run by former Albion 
coach Keith Downing. Harper featured 
in a 4-1 win over Portugal last week.

Striker Rayhaan Tulloch has been 
called up to an England U18 squad this 
season, although he’s yet to feature. 

Morgan Rogers is in the current Eng-
land U17s squad and the striker scored 
in their 3-1 win over USA last Friday.

Albion’s seventh representative is 
Louie Barry, who has played for England 
U16s this season.

Six-year high for
Albion away crowd
ALBION are set to be backed by their 
best away following in the league for 
more than six years on Saturday when 
they travel to Wigan Athletic. The Bag-
gies have already sold nearly 3,200 tick-
ets for the trip to the DW Stadium – de-
spite adult tickets costing £30.

Coincidentally, that would be the larg-
est away following for a league fixture 
since 4,600 Albion fans descended on the 
same ground for a 1-1 draw in the Pre-
mier League in March 2012.

The number of Baggies at the DW Sta-
dium this weekend is set to trump the 
3,192 fans who travelled to Deepdale last 
month to watch Albion beat Preston.

The Chronicle, a Midland News 
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HHH

NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 

RECYCLING
The recycled 

content 
of newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6%

Thursday, October 18, 2018

Gareth Barry

Michelle on the wall

Julia and her 
daughter Michelle 
both took part in 
the tough five-day 
climb alongside 
Baggies legend 
Brendon Batson, 
forty years after 
Regis and Batson 
first visited the 
wall with the Al-
bion squad.

And Julia’s 
thoughts regularly 
turned to Cyrille 
during the hard-
est parts. She said: 

“The walk was difficult on a number of 
levels. I had been told you can never pre-
pare enough for this trek and I found 
that to be so true. Every time I felt like 
I couldn’t climb any further, I had to dig 
deep as Cyrille would say and remember 
I was doing this for him.”

Batson, now 65, admitted he was sur-
prised at how difficult the trek was, but 
said the group of 19 walkers rallied to-
gether over the course of the five days.

“It’s difficult to explain to people what 
the wall is like,” Batson said. “It wasn’t 
an afternoon stroll, some parts we had to 
go off the wall, some of it’s dilapidated, 
it’s quite treacherous. But the views, I 
can’t explain how wonderful they are. 
It’s been a privilege to be a part of this.”


